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Preface, 



AM not insensible to either the privilege or the 
responsibility of preparing this small volume. 
It is simply an endeavour to record some features of 
the character and service of a "man of God" who 
was esteemed wherever he was known^ and to relate 
a few ^ts concerning his early years, with which, 
perhaps, few are acquainted. The chief value of the 
Book will be found in the reproduction of some of 
Mr. Chapman's own words, both in the brief Memoir 
4nd in the subsequent pages. One less occupied could 
probably have arranged available materials in a more 
orderly manner, and also have thought of matters that 
will not be found here. 

Some repetition can scarcely be avoided In notes 
cf addresses given in different places and at different 
timeSj and in a final reading I have observed that one 
extract on page 123 is very similar to a paragraph on 
page 153. This I scarcely regretj as it leads me to 
call special attention to the truth, so clearly stated, as 
to wimt the Son of God emptied Himself of and tahat 
He did not; for a specious perversion of the ttas^Vvn.^ 
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of PhiHppians li. 7 is being much used to deprive the 
Lord's words concemm^ the earlier Scriptures of all 
authority. 

Thanks are due to friends who have kindly sent 
notes uf utterances or incidentB, even though all I 
have received could not be used. Where two or three 
versions of an incident hav^ been given, and no one 
could supply exact details, it has seemed better not to 
relate it. 

The Introductioii, which Mr. James Wright has 
kindly written, will be appreciated by many. His 
fellowship would be valued in any service; but a 
consciousness of the inadequacy of this brief Memoir 
makes me the more grateful for these supplementary 
words from the pen of one whose knowledge of and 
friendship with Mr, Chapman date much further 
back than my own. 

W. H. BENNET. 

YBOVrr,, JWtswHinr 14, igos. 
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will be seen by reference to page 51 of the 
following Memoir, the Author deemed the few 
remarks regarding the late Mr. R. C. Chapman which 
1 made in this year's Report of the " Scriptural Know- 
ledge Institution" worthy of insertion in his book; 
and to this favour he has added another in very kindly 
requesting me to write a few lines by way of intro- 
duction to his work. I cannot decline the opportunity 
thus afforded me of expressing my sense of the gracious 
influence which the godly walk and testimony of our 
beloved, departed brother has, for more than sixty 
years, exercised on my own spiritual life, and of com- 
mending this Memoir (which I have read with great 
interest) as presenting a very fresh and life-like portrait 
of a spiritual guide, given by our ascended Lord to 
His Church, whom we do well to "remember," and 
whose faith we do better still to " follow," 

My own personal acquaintance with Mr. Chapman 
commencedj so far as I can remember, in the winter 
of the year 1841. I think it was on the evening of a 
lord's Day, after be had been addressing a Sunday 
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School in the afternoon in another part of the city, 
that he met a few believers of varying ages in an 
ante-room of Bethesda. Chapel, Great George Street, 
Bristol, before the evening^ meeting, and conversed 
with us about the manifestation of Himself, by the 
Lord Jesus to His disciples, after their night of fruit- 
less toil, as recorded in the twenty-first chapter of 
John's Gospel ; and the peculiarly tender aad sympa- 
thetic tones with -which he recited the words " Children, 
have ye any meat ? " are, after aLl the years that have 
since elapsed, still fresh in my memory and heart. 

Since then, again and again, has his mere reading 
aloud of the "Word of God edified me, and I fully 
endorse the remark of a Christian friend who once 
said to rae, " To hear Mr. Chapman only read a psalm 
is as good as a sermon 1 " 

Is it not well to enquire, " What was the reason of 
this impressiveness of his mere reading or recital of 
the words of God?" Doubtless the flexibility and 
skilful inflections of his voice had something to do with 
it? still more, his unusual grasp of the deeper mean- 
ings of Holy Scripture; but these do not, I think, fiilly 
account for the fact referred to, which is testified to by 
so many. I believe the true explanation is to be found 
in the intense reverence for and love of the God- 
breathed words with which the Holy Spirit endowed 
him. In a fuller sense than is true of most of us, 
Psalms six. and cxik, were the expression of his sotirs 
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habitual attitude towards the *' living' oracles." One 
result of his listming so intently io the Voice of God 
Tvas that Mr, Chapman excelled in the habit oi speaking 
to God in prayer, intercession, and thanksgiving; and 
so his holy intimacy with the Father grew more and 
more. He *' walked with God," like Enoch. He 
"considered the Apostle and High-Priest of our pro- 
fession" with unwearying diligence, and he yielded 
himself to the leading of the Spirit of God with 
strenuous endeavour ; and thus it came to pass that, 
in reply to any loving enquiry after his own welfare, 
he could, out of a full heart, habitually say (as he said 
once to a few of us who encountered him in the streets 
of Leominster, as we were all on our way to breakfast 
at the " Waterloo House," and asked him how he 
was), "Satisfied with favour, and full of the blessing 
of the Lord ! " 

The silence of this man was golden, He Cffuld be 
silent, and, when he was^ one hesitated to break the 
silence, remembering that " waters that babble^ in 
their course proclaim their shallowness, while, in 
their strength, deep streams flow silently." If one 
couid wait till he broke the silence, what followed 
was well worth listening to ! 

Yet, he could be as innocently playful as a child. Jt 
was a rare treat to see and hear Mr. Chapman and 
Mr. Hake together, I remember once (it must have 
been in the " sixties ") when bath were dining with 
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us one Lord's Day at Sydenham Hill, Bristal, Mr* 
Chapman looked across the table at his Brother Hake 
and enquiredj " Why were you so st'leni at the meeting 
this morning, dear Brother?" Promptly Mr. Halie 
replied^ " Because, dear Brother, I judged that there 
were those present who could speak more to edification 
than myself." Mr. Chapman took no immediate notice 
of this aaswer; but presently, addressing myself with 
a merry twinkle in his eye, said, " Dear Brother 
Wright, do you remember that ve^'y humble man 
named Saul, who when he was wanted could not be 
founds for he was so very humble that he had hidden 
himself amongst the stuff? And, dear Brother 
Wright, you will remember that, not long after, that 
■ffiry humble man seized a javelin and would fain have 
pinned David to the wall, because he was jealous of 
him ! " This indirect but most plain hint that pride 
may sometimes ape humilify, was not lost upon Brother 
Hake, who turned imploringly to his seemingly \\a- 
merciful friend and exclainied, "Oh, Brother Chapman, 
Brother Chapman, this is tm bad ! " while the 
righteous sraiter chuckled aloud at the effect which 
his parable had taken, no doubt of opinion that he 
had administered to his well - beloved brother an 
''excellent oil that would not break his head." 

It was my happiness once to hear Mr. Chapman 
expressing his views of biographies, and one of his 
remarks fixed itself in my memory. " If you want," 
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said he, " the pttftct model biography, you may find it 
in Genesis v. 21 to 24 and Hebrews xi. 5, where we 
have the Holy Ghost's biography of Enoch." 

Three tbiDgs, I believe, constituted in Mr. Chapman's 
judgment the excellence of this biography. First, its 
brevity; secondly, its sirnplicity ; thirdly, its heavenly 
point of view. Again and again, whilst reading the 
following pages, have I thought how the present 
Memoir is conformed to this inspired ideal. It is not 
too longj it is artless in Construction, and it views the 
whole life and course of its subject from the standpoint 
of God's sovereign, rich, and unfailing grace. Apply- 
ing the pr&gnant thought so beautifully expressed on 
page 109, lines 8 and 10 from top, it may be truly said 
that throughout this concise Memoir one sees, not so 
much Robert Chapman, but the Loed God of Robert 
Chapman. Thus the servant of God is not glorified, 
but God is glorified in him. 

The selections from Mr. Chapman's addresses, 
hymns, and weighty sayings will, through the bless- 
ing of God, continue the precious result of the teaching 
of his Hps and " feed many." 

JAMES WRIGHT, 

13 CharloUe Street, Park Street, 
BKISTOI., Not: 2z, 1903. 



Mr. ChMpmm'B BMt-kaown Hyna. 



Oh, my Saviour crucified ! 
Near Thy cross would I abide ; 
There to look,.witii sted&st eye, 
On Thy c^ng agony. 

Jesus, bruised and put to shame, 
Tells me all Jebovaii's name ; 
" God IS love/' I surdy know 
By the Saviour's depths of woe. 

In His spotless soul's distress 
I percNve my guiltiness ; 
Oh, how vile my low estate, 
Sinw my ransom was so great ! 

Dwelling on Mount Calvary, 
Contrite shall my spirit be ; 
Rest and holiness shall find, 
Fa^oned lilce my Saviour's mind. 
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HE last time, probably, that Robert Chapman 



and Denham Smith were in the same meeting 
(October, 1884), Mr, Denham Smith expressed the 
wish that Mr. Chapman's " Life" might be written. 
Mr. Chapman's ready reply was : " It is being 
written, dear brother^ and will be published In the 
morning." Only on High is it truly written, and 
Only there can it be fully appreciated. But the 
exhortation to remember our guides who have 
Spoken to us the Word of God, to consider the end 
of their conduct^ and to imitate their faith (Heb. 
xiii. 7), is a warrant for seeking to recall, as far as 
possible, some of the features of a life in which 
God has been so truly glorified. 

As a man of faith and prayer and devotedness to 
God^ the name of R. C. Chapman is known far and 
wide, though few arc left who knew anything of 
his early Christian course except by hearsay, and 
fewer still have any knowledge of his earliest years. 
The few facts concerning him that follow are fully 
reliable, having been kindly communicated by one 
who knows them well — his sister^ — the only one 
who could give thenl> This sister, Miss Arabella 
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Chapman, of Clifton, is the only survivor of a large 
family, and, though in her ninetieth yeart she was 
at her brother's side from the time he was taken iM, 
June 2nd, 1902, till he was called to his rest. Being 
one with him "in the Lord," she found it "a great 
comfort to he with him to the last, and likewise to 
be among so many dear brethren of one heart and 
spirit." 

Boyhood! and Youth. 

Robert Cleaver Chapman was born in Denmark, 
January 4th, 1803, where his parents resided at that 
time, His mother felt the importance of a child's 
early years, and taught and trained her children 
herself till they were nine or ten, seeking to instil 
high principles and a love for learning'. While in 
Denmark Robert Chapman had lessons from a 
French abb^, and he was then sent to a school in 
Yorkshiref where he made good progress. He 
studied European lang^uag'es, and purposed to 
acquire Eastern ones. He had a passion for 
literature, and desired to give himself to it; but 
though the Chapmans had been rich, the position 
of his father — Mr Thomas Chapman — had in this 
respect undergone some change, and it was needful 
for the son to pursue a course that would bring 
remuneration ; therefore, though with some reluct- 
ance, he studied law and became a solicitor. In 
this profession he soon occupied a good position, 
and had he pursued the course on which he 
started, there is little question that the high 
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honours to which it can lead might have been hfs. 
But God had honour in store for hira, great and 
abiding', such as the world cannot give. 

In later years Mr, Chapman was a frequent 
visitor at the Firs, near Wellington, the residence 
of Mrs. Hanbury, who recently fell asleep at the 
great age of 108, and Miss Charlotte Hanbury in 
her Autobiography writes of him : 

"He told me much about his boyhood. He was 
devoted to his mother, whose company was his greatest 
pleasure. It was a matter of entire indifference to him 
who was present at the table, or who was absent, as long 
as she was there. She was a lady of influence and 
decided character, and her conversation was his great 
delight. Others in the home-party used to say : 'Robert 
is a philosopher; Robert won't do much.' He listened 
to what were declared to be his incapacities, and believed 
tphat he heard, which hindered the development of his 
talents. Thus he was told he could not sing, but later in 
life his ability was known to all his friends. He was an 
excellent student, and he admits that he was a learned 
youth, modestly adding: *1 would not say a learned man.* 
At sixteen he turned his earnest attention to the story of the 
Bible, and continued this with such dihgence for four years 
that he gained a thorough acquaintance with the whole 
Book. Then its subjects began to impress hi& heart." 

As further evidence of the good use Robert 
Chapman made of his early years, the following 
may be added : 

"In his travels abroad he can easily preach in five 
languages. . . . He used to tell me much of Italian 
literature, and notable people of Italy, as well as of t.bs. 
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history of other countrii;s; indeed, his fund of literary 
knowledge distinguished him, independently of his great 
spirituality." 

At the time when his mother's influence specialty 
affected him, she had been brought under the power 
of teaching that was not evangelical, and therefore 
she did not teach him the Gospel, though she always 
said it was her chief prayer that all her children 
might be led to love the truth. Though he was a 
great attraction at evening parties in London, to 
which he was often invited, he was a religious 
youth, and his state at this time seems to be de- 
scribed in one of his hymns : 

" Blind from the birth, I would be wise. 
And all the mystery know 
Of fair Creation's ceaseless groan— 
Of man's estate and woe. 

" I toiled and spent my strength for nought, 
I vexed my soul in vain. 
Till t beheld the risen Lord— 
Thy Son, the second Man." 

He expressed it in another way by saying he made 
it his business to judge the Bible, and did not allow 
the Scriptures to judge him. 

The following, which is taken from a letter, 
written in 1894, to the late Mr, W. E, Gladstone, 
then about to retire from office, who courteously 
acknowledged it, is a fuller record of Mr. Chapman's 
early efforts, and of his first knowtedge of Christ, 
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while it contains expressions of his maturer 
acquaintance with Him : 

"The undersigned, in his years of youth, sought 
diligently, and with strong purpose^ to establish his own 
righteousness, in hope thereby to obtain eternal life. In 
the eyes of all who knew him he had become a blameless 
young man, religious and devout ; but, by the Spirit of 
God and the Scriptures that were his early morning 
meditation, he was taught tq weigh himself in the 
balances of God, to see his own guiltiness in the light of 
God's justice, his own uncleanness in the light of God's 
holiness. Then by the Spirit of God was revealed to him 
Christ his righteousness, Christ his sanctification ; he was 
taught to call God his Father, and to make the pleasing 
of God his business in life. In this path walking, he has 
been for threescore years and ten drinking a cup of true 
blessedness (earnest of the eternal), and making every 
bitter thing sweet in that cup, with soul at leisure to seek 
the welfare, temporal and eternal, of all around him. 

"Since the entrance of sin and death into the world, 
the demands of the human conscience are such that 
nowhere can the conscience find peace but in the 
atoning sacrifice of the Son of God, and such are the 
cravings of the heart after happiness, that only in the 
fulness of the Godhead, dwelling bodily in Christ, can 
the heart be satisfied ; yea, that peace, that rest, can 
neither man 6nd nor God bestow, save in the once 
crucified Son of God, now the Great High Priest at the 
right hand of God, able to save to the uttermost all that 
come to God by Him." 

From Darkneu to Utht. 

The turning-point in Mn Chapman's life came 
when he was about twenty. He was invited by 
Mr, John Whitmore — an elder and g£eax.\^ N^i.>5K^s. 
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Christian worker at John Street Chapel, Bedford 
Row — to hear the well-known James Harrington 
Evans, and in a few days a great change was 
apparent to those who knew him. Dr. G. F. 
Maberly, whose recollections of Mr. Chapman date 
back to 1844, says the account he heard was as 
follows : 1 

"One evening as Mr. Chapman was walking near 
John Street Chapel, Bedford Row, in evening dress, one 
of the deacons or elders standing at the door felt that 
he must go and speak to him. Apologising for his 
intrusion as a stranger, he asked him if he would kindly 
come into the chapel to a meeting. Mr. Chapman 
responded to the invitation, and the Lord met with him.'* 

Another account is that he became acquainted 
with Mr. Whitmore in the way of business ; but, 
however it was, it is certain that God used him and 
Mr. Evans to accomplish His gracious work of 
calling the self-righteous young man out of dark- 
ness into His marvellous light, and that it was 
through the ministry of Mr. Evans that he received 
his earliest instructions in the Gospel of God's 
grace and the things that pertain to life ? 
godliness. This being the case, a brief i*' 
Mr. Evans and his ministry cannot b*" j 
and, indeed, is necesiiary if v ^ 
Robert Chapman — as a " ^^^^^ 
out to their legitimate 
on which Mr Evan** 
aifected his cO)' 
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which he endured not a litUe. Let us remember 
that links between different generations of God's 
children — links of a true succession — such as that 
between Mr, Evans and Mr. Chapman, are links for 
eternity ; let us also, as servants of Christ, take to 
heart the fact that the after-life of those brought to 
God is often affected by the character of the one 
whom God uses in their conversion, as well as by 
the way in which he deals with the Word of God. 

James HarrEngtoti EvatiA. 

Dr. Evans — a clergyman at Salisbury — took 
great interest in the education of his son Harrington, 
who was so forward in his studies that he obtained 
a scholarship at Oxford at the age of fourteen ; he 
gained his degree of B.A. so early that he was 
known " the boy bachelor"; and he proved to be 
a man of great ability. According to his father's 
purpose he became a clergyman, and though at 
Oxford he was for a time foremost in worldly 
pursuits, his early training, and especially "the 
power of a mother's love," had their restraining 
effect. He obtained a curacy in Staffordshire in 
1809, and the rector, telling him he took too much 
trouble with his sermons, and should read printed 
ones as he himself did, sent him a volume, which 
had a result he little anticipated, for the perusal of 
it led him " to comprehend and tmbrac* ihi Messed 
and fundamental dodrint of justification by faith 
alette." Thus proving for himself that tKt Oas^^sS*. 
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is the power of God unto salvation, he preached 
that Gospel as few did in the early part of last 
century. Removing the next year to Milford, in 
HampshirCj he was zealous in his work, but, white 
souls were converted and godly persons were 
attracted to visit the place, such strong disappro- 
bation of his plain preaching was expressed that 
the rector, whose sentiments were entirely opposed 
to those of his curate, gave him six months' notice 
to leave. 

Mr. Evans had already become exercised before 
God as to his position in the Church of England, 
and, though some of his friends sought to help him 
to view matters in a different light, " It was all in 
vain; the baptism of infants, the union of the 
Church with the State, and what he considered to 
be the consequent absence of holy discipline in 
that Church," caused him to leave it This he did 
in January, 1816, when he and his wife were baptised 
by immersion at Taunton. After a time Mr. Evans 
went to London, and Mr. Henry Drummond, 
M.P., erected for him spacious buildings in John 
Street, where his preaching attracted many from 
all parts of London. As connected with Robert 
Chapman's subsequent course, it is interesting to 
observe how Mr. Evans sought to be guided by 
Scripture. His son, the author of his Mfm^ir, 
himself a clergyman, says : 

" Whilst Mr. Evans himself held the doctrine of 
hehevers^ baptism, ... he a1wa.y5 Armly maintained 
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that he could not be the p^tor of a. Baptist Church, as 
it would involve the rejection from Church fellowship, 
and from the Eable of the Lord, of many whom God 
had received, and who might, from their holy character, 
be advanced to higher rewards En heaven than many 
who agreed with him on the subject. He, however, 
invariably suggested a candid and prayerful consideration 
of the subject, . . . leaving it lo the decision of 
conscience and judgment, as In the sight of God. 

"A careful examination of the Word of God on the 
subject of the Lord's Supper had satisfied Mr. Evans 
that the family of God should meet around His table 
e«ry Lord's-day, and the Lord's Supper was therefore 
celebrated every Sunday evening. ■ . . These were 
always peculiarly happy seasons, in which he enjoyed 
much of the Master's presence. ... In the admission 
of members into the Church, he was most cautious that 
they should first give satisfactory proof of vital godlinessj 
but, if he were assured of this, he considered that, 
however weak and feeble they might be, they ought lo 
be united with the saints of God in order to their being 
nourished by the means of grace, and associated with 
other believers, 

"Mr. Evans judged ' the calling an untried, unproved, 
and therefore unAnaw/t man to the title and office of 
pastor, although the individual might be most richty 
endowed with both gift and grace,' to be ' m&it 
hazardims,'' and he considered that ' if anyone in the 
Church shall prove himself, by the exercise of gift and 
grace, to be possessed of any one or more pastoral gifts, 
such as visiting to edification, expounding the Word,' 
etc., ' s.uch an one ought to be welcomed as an especial 
gift of God, received, and valued.' 'While the usual plan 
most commonly proves a failure, this can scarcely be 
anything short ol a great blessing, through the power of 
the Holy Ghost'." 
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This sketch would be incomplete without an 
indication of the character of the preaching and 
teaching" which must have made a great impression 
upon so young and ardent a listener as Mr. Chapman, 
and had no small effect upon his course and 
ministr)'. The following summary, though con- 
densed, is given in the words of the Memoir. Mr. 
Evans was for a little while fascinated by Sabellian 
error as to the person of Christ, on account of 
which he never ceased to be humbled. Being by 
God's grace delivered from this, 

" His mind was gradually but firmly fixed in the 
conviction that the Son and the Holy Ghost are, with 
the Father, truly, properly, personally, God, He fully 
declared the total and entire depravity of man by nature, 
without ability to turn himself to God ; the free, sovereignt 
electing love of God, flowing through the Cross of Christ; 
and the absolute need of the power of the Holy Ghost lo 
commence in regeneration and carry on in sanctification 
His work in the soul. He was fettered by no shackles 
of human system, and felt himself at full liberty to 
proclaim the Gospel as free to every creature under 
heaven. His standard of holiness was a very high one ; 
he deeply felt the importance of a decided separation 
from the world in the Christian, and thought it ought 
to be manifest in the dress, furniture, table, and domestic 
arrangements of the child of God. Union amongst 
God's people Was always his avowed and cherished 
object, and his longing for it thus found expression in a 
letter to his father : ' Oh ! when will those days come 
when party names, party distinctions, party separations, 
shall cease?*" 

These quotations give some idea of the man 
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under whose influence God was pleased to bring 
Robert Chapman, when in grace He called him to 
reveal His Son in him. 

The Oil of Joy for Mournlne. 

The experience through which the newly- 
awakened one passed when God's light shone into 
his soul seems to be recorded in his Hymns and 
Meditations. Dwelling on the words, "The winter 
is past" (Song of Solomon ii. ii), he writes: 

" Lord, I remember Thy dealings with me ! When 
Thy hand ac first arrested me, and Thy Spirit convinced 
me of sin, my cup was bitter with my guilt and the fruit 
of my doings ; my joy was turned into mourning ; my 
soul was like a salt land, accursed of God; the hail and 
storm swept away my refuge of lies \ I was alive without 
the commandment, once j ignorant of the holy law of 
God, while yet I was under it ; but when the command- 
ment came, sin revived and I died. 

" Then all was dreary winter within, and therefore it- 
was winter without. Sick was I of the world, hating it 
fls vexation of spirit, while yet I was unable and unwilling 
to cast it out. I found no city to dwell in — I wandered 
in the wildemess in a solitary way. 

" In the good and set time Thou spakest to me, say- 
ingt ' This is the rest wherewith ye may cause the weary 
to rest, and this is the refreshing.' And how sweet Thy 
words, ' Son, be of good cheer, thy sins be forgiven theel' 

" How precious the sight of the Lamb of God ! and 
how glorious the robe of righteousness, hiding from the 
holy eyes of my Judge all my sin and pollution ! 

"Then did the lame man leap as an hart, and the tongue 
of the dumb did sing. In Jesus crucified — in Thee, my 
Lord, my soul found rest, and in the bosom of Tb^j Vwft. 
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" Ere I knew Thee I had no stay to my soul ; my 
every cistern proved broken. I had no kind and faithful 
Friend, almighty, all-wise, unchangeable, to soothe my 
grief and bear my burden. 

" But in all that dismal path I now see Thy hand ! I 
was under the curse, but Thy tniih has made me free. 
The winter is past, for I am in Christ Jesus, walking no 
longer after the flesh, but after the Spirit— the ram is 
over and gone." 

Thus was he called by God " into the grace of 
Christ," and taking his stand at once and decidedly 
as a confessor of His Name, and owning Him as 
Lord, he was baptised as a believer and attached 
himself to the assembly of Christians in London in 
which Mr, Harrington Evans ministered the Word. 
Having learned from the Scriptures that it was 
the will of God that believers should be baptised, 
he went to Mr. Evans and expressed his desire to 
carry it out With commcndcible caution Mr. 
Evans said, " You will wait awhile, and consider 
the matter." " No," said Mr. Chapman, " I will 
make haste, and delay not, to keep His command- 
ments." How blessedly he adhered to his purpose 
through his long life is well known. Not many 
years ago he said to a friend, Beloved brother, 
I have no time to be in a hurry ; and the only 
thing I make haste about is to keep the command- 
ments of God." 

Those who have in a.ny measure been led tn 
the same path know that the step just referred to 
could only be taken at some cost : 
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" The offence of the Cross has not ceased ; no sooner 
did I know Thee md confess Thee, than I became a 
stranger to the sons of Hagar {who genders only to 
bondage), whose child I wels by nature. Thy love drew 
me aside from the path of the worldling, whether wicked 
or devout ; I became an offence to those I forsook, even 
those of my own flesh and blood." 

But he had begun to learn of Him who said, *' I have 
set My face as a flint," and with "purpose of heart" 
he followed on to know the Lord, with a dread of 
dishonouring Him. On one occasion he said : 

" I remember the time when I was afraid to die, and 
this fear should follow every unconverted person ; but on 
coming to Christ, and being saved by Him, 1 passed from 
that state to another, that of being afraid to live, for I 
feared that if I lived I might do something that would 
dishonour tht: Lord, and I would rather die a hundred 
times than do such a thing. But. thanks be to God, I 
did not remain long in this state* for I saw clearly that it 
was poss.ible to live in the world without dishonouring 
God. I underetood that when. Christ died we who be- 
lieve died in Him, were buried with Him, and rose again 
with Him to be seated with Him in heavenly places. As 
such He sends us into the worlds according to that word, 
'As Thou hast sent Me into the world, even so have I 
sent them into the world' (John xvii. 18). Hence our 
character below should be that of persons sent down from 
heaven. Here we should have no inheritance, for our 
citizenship is in heaven, from whence also we look for the 
Saviour. Such was the purpose of God in saving uSj 
and such is mine in this world." 

Qain counted Losa tor Christ. 

As he thus fell in with the purpose of God, all 
other literature — In which he had so delt^tited — 
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at Dncfi gave place to the Holy Scriptures, which 
were now read in a very different spirit, and he 
became, and continued to be for well-nigh eighty 
years, a man of the one Book, When at the sea- 
side with some of his young relatives he would 
say, " Let us come to the Bible." That Book he 
read in its original languages, and possessing an 
acquaintance with the very letter of it beyond that 
of many of the so-called Higher Critics, and dis- 
cerning its spiritual lessons by the teaching of the 
Holy Spirit, he only saw increasingly the perfect 
harmony of the whole. He proved the truth of the 
word, "Great peace have they which love Thy law: 
and they shall have no stumbling-blockh" Few 
men since the days of the Apostle Paul, we may 
say, more futly followed his steps in counting loss 
for Christ what previously had been gain to him. 
Indeed, with a Httle variation of language as to his 
course hefort he knew Christ, Fhilippians iii. is a 
true picture of his experience, His mother used 
to say, "Robert always has a passion, whether 
literature or the flute, and whatever he takes up 
he pursues diligently." There is little question 
that the same thing might have been said about 
Saul of Tarsus, and wc may well thank God that 
in the man of the nineteenth century, as in the 
man of the hrst century, that passion was by His 
grace laid at His feet. As in PauPs case, earthly 
ambition gave place to heavenly — ^the one great 
ambition of being well-pleasing to Christ his Lord, 
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Robert Chapman evidently soon learned what 
"pure religion and undefiled" is, for, separating 
himseir from the world, he found delight m visiting 
the poor. He was particularly interested in a 
poor, old, blind woman who had no one to take 
her to the meeting. Thus walking humbly in the 
path of service at hand, he was soon led of God to 
further service appointed by Him. Mr. Pugsley, of 
Barnstaple, who married one of Mr. Chapman's 
cousins, went to London to visit him, and being 
much struck to see this young man thus in- 
teresting himself in the poor, soon felt that 
Robert Chapman had learned and possessed 
something of which he himself was Ignorant ; 
this led to his conversion, They prayed and read 
the Word together, and Mr. Pugsley returned to 
Devon a changed man, whose true devotedness to 
the Lord became evident to all. 

Mr. Chapman felt that he was called of God to 
give himself to the ministry of the Word. When his 
friends told him he would never make a preacher 
his reply was, "There are many \vho preach Christy 
but not so many who live Christ ; ray great aim 
will be to Hvt Christ." It was by God's grace that 
resolution was made, and by the same grace it 
was kept (Phil ii. 13). That he did live Christ, 
over seventy years, no one who knew him can 
question. Many have heard how J. N. Darby, 
when on one occasion he heard some brethren 
speaking of R. C. Chapman as a good man, 
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deficient in knowledge of the heavenly calling', 
reproved them with the words, "You leave that 
man alone ; he lives what I Uack," As a result of 
that Hfe of devotedngss, which can be fully estimated 
by the Lord alone, his ministry has^ borne fruit 
which could never have resulted from any measure 
of mere human eloquence. 

Early Ministry at Barnstaple. 

It was on the invitation of Mr. Fugsley that 
Mr. Chapman visited Barnstaple in 1S31, which 
led to his taking up his abode there in April, 183Z. 
His own account— given to Mr, G. F, Bergin a 
few years ago— of his connection with the chapel 
to which he first went, and of its being left for the 
building which will always be specially associated 
with his name, was as follows : 

" When I was invited to leave London and go to 
minister the Word of God in Ebenezer Chapel, then 
occupi'&d by a community of strict Baptists, I consented 
to da so» naming one condition only— that I should be 
quite free to teach all I found written in the Scriptures. 
This I continued to do for some time with blessing from 
the Lord. A brother who visited me in those days 
urged me to set aside the strict rule that none but 
baptised believers should be allowed to break bread- 
I replied that I could not force the consciences of my 
brethren and sisters ; and I continued my ministry, 
patiently instructing them from the Word, I well knew 
at that time that I could have carried the point with a 
large majority, but I judged it to be more pleasing to 
God to toil on to bring all to one mind. I was enabled 
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to bear with their imduly pressing a right couirae ; I 
could not hftvc thus waited had they been pressing a, 
wrong thing, such a.s infant baptism. In due time, 
through patiently waiting, and by the blessing of God 
upon us, we were brought to be all of one mind. 

" A little time after that some Christians resident in 
Barnstaple, who held the stKct views which we had 
abandoned, demanded that we should give up the use 
of the chapel. I carefully examined the Trust Deed, 
and found that in not one particular did we set aside 
its provisions. Yet we gave them the chapel, just as 
I should give my coat to a man who demanded it. 
You will not be surprised when I tetl you that ere long 
the Lord gave us a much better chapel. He will be 
no man's debtor," 

The grace and patience with which Mr, Chapman 
acted in this matter U further expressed in a letter, 
written m 1893, which should have special attention 
in days when division is lightly thought of; 

" When, sixty years since, I came to this place, I 
waited for unity of heart and judgment among the com- 
pany who called themselves Baptists; and when, by the 
power of the Scriptures, the greater part of them were 
minded to throw down their wall, we waited on in 
patience for fulness of unity of judgment. For this I 
was blamed by men of much grace, who at that time 
were endeavouring in the south of Devon to bring about 
a joint testimiDny of sainly to the full truth of God. \Vhat 
we now enjoy here of mutual love and the Spirit's unity 
would never have been our portion had any other course 
been taken." 

The interest Mr. Harrington Evans took in 
Mr. Chaptnan's work at Barnstaple^ wKcre. Vt 
C 
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sometimes visited htm, and the high e&teem in 
which he held him, found expression in some of 
Mr. Evans' letters, which greatly contribute to our 
knowledge of what he was at that period of his 
life. Three years after Mr. Chapman settled in 
Barnstaple he had a serious illness, concerning 
which Mr. Evans wrote to the church at John 
Street in the following touching manner: 

" Set>Umber, iSjS- — This day brings a letter informing 
me of the dangerous illness of our beloved Brother 
Chapman. What a lesson as to the uncertainty of all 
things here below is thus afforded us ! It is not long 
since I felt the need of a caution, lest I should glory in his 
strength, so strong did he seem as to bodily strength. 
And now, it may be, as a flower of grass, which a breath 
of wind scattereth, so may he fade. This will be received 
(d.v.) at your church meeting j need I suggest that it be 
especially set apart for him and the dear people com- 
mitted to his charge ? Absent from each other in body, 
yet present with each other in spirit, between seven and 
eight to-morrow evening we may meet at a throne of 
grace together, and beseech the Father of all our mercies, 
and our support in all our troubles, on his behalf^ with a 
simple, childlike confidence that, if for the Divine glory, 
he may be restored to health and prolonged usefulness in 
the service of Him whom he loves. To the praise and 
honour of God's most free grace I say it, and with a deep 
remembrance that but for the atonement of ihe Son of 
God he could have nothing before him but the blackness 
of darkness forever, that, among those whom it has been 
my mercy to have known upon earth, I have seen few 
indeed like him : a child so loving, a servant so ready, 
poor in spirit above most, and withal bold as a lion^ and 
gentle as a nurse. What he was, I know the grace of 
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God made him, and 1 trust in my heavenly Father's love 
that it will be our mercy to see him yet abounding more 
and more to the praise of that grace for ever." 

The answer to these prayers may still call 

forth our thanksgiving to God (2 Cor. 1. 11), 
and remind us that we cannot estimate the far- 
reaching effect of believing prayer. 

From various references it is evident that 

whenever Mr. Chapman visited London his 
mmiatry was much valued : 

"May 30, 1843, — K, Chapman has just lelt us. He 
slept here last nighty after preaching for me at John 
Street. Oh, what a man of God is he ! ^Vhat grace 
does he exliibitL Courage, meeluiess, love, self-4enial, 
tenderness, perseverance, love for souls — all springing 
out of love of Christ and God^ — -seem beauteously blended 
together in beautiful symmetry. But by the grace of 
God be is what he is, arid by die grace of God (may we 
not add ?) we can be what he is." 

How these words confirm the statement in 
Mr. Evans" memoir concerning himself : " In 
reviewing^ his private character as a Christian, 
perhaps the distinguishing feature was humility"! 
On September nth, 1846, Mr. Evans iv rites : 

" I found beloved R. Chapman all that he ever was, 
and more — more like Christ, more self-denying, gentle, 
and full of love — one of the most remarkable instances 
of Divine grace, espedaUy thawmg itself in this, a strong 
sticnulant, or rather stimulator, to lead others to covet 
and aim at the greatest grace, and the most patient 
encourager of its very weakest display." 
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In the same year, in conversation with a friend, 
Mr. Evans^ in speaking of the power of influence, 
referred to Mr. Chapman as an example, adding : 

" He is. one of my stars. I hold him to be one of the 
first men of the age. He has no ebbs or flows. He can 
always realise his acceptance. But then he is indeed a 
child, ready for anything^ everything — it matters not 
what— to wash your feet, or go and preach Christ in the 
market-place within a stone's throvr of a baited bull ; it 
is all one to him, if he can do his Master's will." 

Thank God, this was true to the end, above fifty- 
five years later, 

Fellowship with other AervantA of Cbrist. 

But we must go back in thought to 1S32, and it 
is Interesting to obsen,*e that in the very year that 
Robert Chapman went to Barnstaple, with the sted- 
fast purpose of seeking iearn and carry out all the 
lifiUof God, George Miiller and his friend and fellow- 
labourer, Henry Craik^ took up their abode in Bristol. 
These ser\'ants of Christ had already been exercised 
about many things at Teignmouth, and on the even- 
ing of August i3Eh,"at Bethesda Chapel, Mr. Miiller^ 
Mr. Craik, one other brother, and four sisters — enly 
sevgrt in all — sat down together^ uniting in Church 
fellowships * without any rules, dtsiring aci only as 
th4 Lord sltould be pleased to give light through His 
Word'" (Dr. Fierson's George Millkr, page 99), 
Thus, thougli unknown to one another, these dear 
hretliren, then comparatively young, were being led 
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in the same path of subjection to God's Word, 
and in the course upon which they entered God 
sustained them till He called them higher — Mr. 
Craik in 1866, Mr. MuIIer in 1S98, and Mr. Chapman 
in 1902 — the path of each being truly that of the 
just, shining "more and more unto the perfect day," 
Though evidence of the exact date is lacking", it 
seems clear that Mr. Chapman and Mr. Miiller 
must have met soon after 1S32. 

Early in the same second quarter of the last 
century, some servants of Christ in Dublin and 
other places were moved to give themselves to the 
diligent study of the Scriptures, and made an 
effort to carry out what was written. This, as we 
have seen^ Mr. Chapman had for some time been 
doing] consequently, when he and they were in 
God's providence brought together, they found 
themselves in many respects of one mind, and 
thus new links were formed. 

In the matter of Christian fellowship he gladly 
went where there was room for tlu wkcU Bible, 
and a readiness, so far as he knew, to carry out the 
will of God according to the Scriptures. Where 
this place was given to the Scriptures he felt there 
should be no hindrance to fellowship, but he would 
allow no compromises; indeed, at a Conference at 
Leominster on one occasion he surprised those 
present by saying that rather than make any 
compromise in this matter he would prefer to die. 
He would not acknowledge sectarian UUe^^^n^v^ 
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the name of a religious denomination was mentioned 
to him he would say that it grated upon his ears. 
But his heart went out to all who are Christ's, and 
such, whatever name they bore, were welcomed by 
him, even as in his intercessions he embraced the 
whole Church of God, Speaking of the oneness of 
all believers he said : 

"Unless we have a spiritual understanding of this 
Divine unity we cannot rightly grieve for the divisions of 
God's people. By looking into this glass we discover the 
nature and the guilt of schisms and divislom." 

Though he never failed to give baptism a hi^ 
place as expressing the believer's burial and resur- 
rection with Christ, and was accustomed to baptise 
in the river Taw at Barnstaple until he weis eighly 
(when he thought it well to leave this service 
to olhers)t no one ever more strongly withstood 
the teaching that there is anything saving in it. 
His mind on the subject in eonmction with fellow- 
ship is very clearly expressed in Mr. Mullcr's record 
of his own exercise of heart about it In Some 0/ 
the Lords Dealings •with George MitlUrt vol. i., 
page 202, he writes : 

" In August of 1S36 I had a conversation with Brother 
R. C. On the subject. . . . This brother put the matter 
thus before me : Either unbaptised believers come under 
the class of persons who walk disorderly— ^and in that 
case we ought to withdraw from them (2 Thess. iil. 6) — ■ 
Or they do not walk disorderly. If a believer be walking 
iiisorderl/, we are not merely to withdraw from him at 
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the Lord's table, but our behaviour towards him ought to 
be decidedly different from what ic would be were he not 
walking disorderly, on all occasions when we may have 
intercourse with him, or come in any way into contact 
with him. Now, this is evidently not the case in the 
conduct of baptised believers towards their unbaptised 
fellow-believers. . . . The Spirit does not suffer us to 
refuse fellowship with them in prayer, in reading and 
searching the Scriptures, in social and intimate inter 
course, and in the Lord's work ; and yet this ought to be 
the case were they walking disorderly. This passage 
(2 Thess. iii. 6), to which Brother R. C referred, was the 
means of showing me the mind of the Lord on the sub- 
ject, which is, that we ought to receive all whom Christ 
has received {Rom, av. j), irrespective of the measure of 
grace or knowledge which they have attained unto." 

His attitude towards those who are known as 
" Exclusive Brethren" was characleristic Any 
who knew him would never thus describe them in 
his presence. He sometimes spoke of them as, 
"Brethren dearly beloved and longed for," and 
sometimes described them as, " Those brethren 
whose consciences lead them to refuse my fellowship 
a.nd to deprive me of theirs." By this expression 
he meant that they were acting conscientiously, but 
that their consciences were not guided by the Spirit 
of God through the Word, and therefore were not 
fully under the power of the love of Christ He 
mourned that a servant of Christ should by his 
dictum lead, and that other servants and children of 
God should be led, in a course so contrary to love 
and righteousness, and did his utmost to hinder it \ 



40 Robert Cleaver Chapman. 



but he deemed it far better to sufTer rejcctfon 
than himself to reject those who were walking in 
the fear of God and in subjection to His Word. 

Mr, Chapman's mind with regard to divisions in 
God's Church is well expressed in the following 
circular- letter, which was dated January, 1S46. 
Had this been taken to heart (instead of being 
criticised, as it was) the evil which developed, and 
still prevails, would have been nipped in the bud, 
and many would have been saved from untold 
disasters through fresh divisions, of which they 
have had such painful experience : 

"Certain Brethren in the Lord in different parts of the 
kingdom having agreed to set apart the second Wednes- 
day of the next month for prayer and humiliation, tin 
account of the divisions in the Church of Christ, it is 
proposed to all to whom those divisions are a grief to 
join in the above service. 

"If, as is commonly confest, the present low estate of 
the people of God be the bitter fruit of their having so 
long time grieved the Spirit of God, then is it not the 
highest aggravation of their guilt that ihey have so little 
mourned, either jointly or singly, publicly or privately, 
for grieving the Holy Ghost ? 

" Manifold, indeed, are the evils that have grieved 
Him j and it becomes saints to seek of God a spirit of 
judgment concerning all those evils. In the meekness 
and gentleness of Christ, it is urged upon the consciences 
of saints to consider especially the dishonour done to 
God by different opinions and judgments among His 
children concerning His truth, inasmuch as the unity of 
mind between the Father, the Son, and the Spirit — which 
the unity of the Church should represenl^ — is a unity of 
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wisdom as well as love, and of counsel as well as of 
operation, 

"Different degrees of attainment in grace and know- 
ledge, and differences in gifts and offices, must of 
necessity have place among the members of Christ j but 
such diversity is of God, and works unity ; contrarieties 
of judgment concerning the truth always ch^k the 
fellowship of saints, and, if not mourned before God, 
gender strife and di>ision- 

"Will not God set His seal of approval to any attempt of 
His children, however feeble, to seek of Him, in His own 
way and order, unity both in judgment and in love? 

" If any company of believers be found thus aiming 
with godly perseverance at unity, will not strife cease 
among them, and brotherly love wax fervent? 

" Who shall set a limit to the progress of unity among 
the true members of Christ, if that unity is first sought 
rightly, even by a handful of saints ? 

" Meanwhile, happy they who, like Daniel, chasten 
their souls before God In secret, confessing their own 
sin and the sin of fellow-saints, not seeking their own 
things but the things of Christ, and not discouraged by 
the unbelief or indifference of others, knowing that God, 
who seeth in secret, shallj at the latest in the day of 
Christ, reward them openly." 

Life At New Bulldlnci, Barnstaple. 

It was this spirit, with a hearty carrying out of 
the exhortation to be "given to hospitality," that 
characterised the humble residences at Barnstaple, 
Nos. 6 and 9, on opposite sides of the short street 
called New Buildings. These abodes of peace and 
love are known to many throughout the world, and 
remembered with gratitude. No servant of Christ 
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ever went there without finding^ a loving welcome 
and true sympathy, and few c^n have left without 
carrying away some deeper sense of the blessedness 
of trusting God, and seeking first His kingdom and 
His righteousness. No. 6 was from the beginning 
Mr, Chapman's dwelling, and in one of the 
rooms of this most simply furnished abode he who 
was truly *' great in the sight of the Lord '* breathed 
his last. Some time back a friend offered him the 
use of a better house, amd desired him to occupy it, 
as being more suitable, but he declined the offer, 
saying he desired to continue where any Christian, 
even the poorest, could come to him without 
hesitation. 

When he first took the house, he asked the Lord 
to send him some of His servants, to whom he 
might show hospitality. Some came, and his heart 
was filled with joy ; but after a while he was left 
without anyone, which so grieved and perplexed 
him that he was led to the Lord in self-examination, 
and said ; Why, Lord, dost Thou not send Thy 
children to me?" When speaking of this some 
years after he added : " I have never had to repeat 
that question, for since then I have had no lack 
of visitors under my roof." For many years Mr. 
Chapman cleaned the boobi of his ^-isitors, and put 
then) at the doors of their rooms. Once, when this 
was referred to, he said : " It is not the custom in 
our day to wash one another's feet ; that which 
most nearly corresponds to this command of the 
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Lord is to clean each other's boots." We welJ 
know that he only named this as a sample of the 
loving and lowly scrvke to one another inculcated 
in John xiij. 

Mr. Chapman rose very early ; but he retired 
early as well. For a long while he prepared his 
own breakfast and took it alone ; but in later 
ye^-s he joined others at breakfast at J o'clock, 
being at 12 o'clock. There was great 
iss at the table — words of wisdom and 
^ constantly heard ; but no room was 
Iversatloi] to degenerate into frivolous 
*lso a rule of the house that no one 
' ill of an absent person, and any 
this rule called forth a firm though 
. After breakfast, Mr. Chapman 
tlon of Scripture — preceded by 
loUowed by prayer — which was 
.jd. A hymn was sung after dinner, 
and V. after tea was followed by a brief portion 
of the Word and prayer. 

Guests at Mr. Chapman's table ever found a 
plentiful supply ; but nothing was allowed to be 
wasted. Once when the table was being cleared 
he was heard to say, "Take the crumbs and give 
them to the birds, for ' your heavenly Father feedeth 
them Ten or twelve years ago, when he had 
been grieved by hearing of some rather wasteful 
habit, he put his thoughts into a \'erse, which he 
repeated at the breakfast table of the house ia 
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which he was stayin|f, remarking that it was the 
prineiph he desired to express. It was at once 
said, "That should be printed." A heading being 
suggested, he was well pleased with it, and at once 
accompanied his host to a printer's. As first printed 
it was as follows: 

The Fragments 

4J[al>n vl. II). 

If mustard or salt I take more than I use^ 
Let stmightway my conscience the waster accuse; 
My Lord who redeemed me, whose Name is my boast, 
Said, "Gather the fragments, thai nothing be lost," 

Mr. Chapman's Fellowship with Mr. Hake. 

Before the two houses at New Buildings were 
so closely linked together, Na 9 was for some 
years occupied by Miss Paget. In Anthony Norris 
Groves' Memoir mention is repeatedly made of two 
devoted sisters id Christ at Exeter — the Misses 
Paget. One was taken to be with the Lord ; the 
other removed to Barnstaple, and became well 
known there for her godliness and readiness to 
every good work, Mr. Groves writes of visiting 
her there in 1S52, and says, " I slept at dear 
R. C's, and they were alt most affectionately kind." 
When she fell asleep, nearly forty years ago, Mr. 
William Hake, of Bideford, removed to that house, 
and thus became more closely linked in fellowship 
and service with Mr, Chapman, till he too was called 
home in November, 1S90. At the back of No, g 
some new rooms were added, including a large 
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one for mea.ls and meetings. In this room was held 
the weekly rneeting on Thursday evening known 
as the District Meeting'. It was so called because 
Christians in fellowship at Grosvenor Street were 
invited in turn, according to the district in which 
they resided, to tea and a Bible -reading after, 
is meeting was much valued; frLends often came 
to it from netghbouring towns, and visitors would 
try to make their stay include a Thursday evening. 
For many years it was both pleasant and profitable 
at the meetings to hear conversation chiefly carried 
on between " the patriarchs," as Mr. Chapman and 
Mr. Hake were called, though others joined in it. 
In this rooin, at a special meeting for young men, 
Mr. Halce was present the very eventcig before he 
was called to be with Christ, 

Mr. Chapman so deeply felt the parting with his 
fellow-labourer that he was not able to be present 
at the burial, and on that day only saw two or three 
friends in his own room. His account of the last 
day of their long service together, and the peaceful 
departure of dear Mr, Hake at the ripe age of 
ninety -five, as given In TMe Golden Lamp for 
December, 1890, will be read with interest : 

"Barnstaple, Nov. 5th, 1890, 
9 New Buildings. 

"On Tuesday moming, November 4th, my beloved 
fellow-labourer, Brother Hake, joined us at our early 
breakfast hour, seven o'clock. In the afternoon he 
rendered loving service by bearing me and others 
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company to the station to cheer a visitor who was leaving 
US- Returning togetlier, we held in my room our usual 
Tuesday afternoon prayer-meeting, in which beloved 
Brother Hake took fully his part. At our tea-table at six 
o^clock we had a goodly company of young disciples of 
Christ, 10 whom Brother Hake spoke joyfully on the 
word:^ 'Peace I leave with you, my peace I give unto 
you.' The meeting afterwards began with : 

' We go with the redeemed to taste 
Of joy supreme that never dies.' 

All who sang, and sorne who heard outside the room, 
fell that the singing was heavenly, the deep bass of the 
dear aged one perfecting the harmony. After prayer, the 
first Psalm was read. Brother Hake took occasion to 
draw conirasls with the walking, standing, and sitting of 
the first verse : * Enoch walked with God ; Elijah stood 
before the Lord; David sat before the Lord.' After he 
had thus for about an hour been the brightness of the 
assembly, his speech failed, but with support he walked 
to his bedroom. Our dear young Brother Edenden sat 
up with him. I joined them about four o'clock in the 
morning. Brother Hake grasped my hand, and held it 
until he could hold it no longer, and breathed out his 
spirit to the Lord at 7.10. 

" His beloved daughter Mary is sustained of God. 
Surely our God is the Father of mercies and the God of 
comfort. He is 'wonderful in ■counsel, and excellent in 
working '." 

The following brief account of the fellowship of 
these two men of God, also from Mr. Chapman's 
own pen, bears date November 30tb, 1S90. It was 
not printed. 

"It pleased God tn the year 1831, in this neighbour- 
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hood, to bring together the dear departed one and 
myself at the house of a relative— i child of mine in 
the faith- 

" Our hearts wen; presently knit together in the fellow- 
ship of the Spirit, according to the v,-ords of the Lord, 
That they all may be one, as Thou, Father, art in me and 
I in Thee, that they also may be one in us.' Each found 
the other a lover of the Scriptures, and bent upon 
obedience to the Lord without reserve. 

" Brother Halce was then residing in Exeter. In April, 
183,2, 1 left Ixindon to reside in Barnstaple, giving 
myself aUogetherto the work of the Lord. Some years 
after, in answer to our joint prayers, he came to Bideford, 
where he had a school ; thus communications became 
more frequent, and fellowship closer. In 1863 he came 
to Barnstaple, since which time, up to the hour of his 
departure to be with Christ, we have been yoke-fellows 
in the work of the Lord, our two houses, Nos. 9 and 6 
New Buildings, making together a home of rest for the 
servants of God, and of resort for young disciples, where 
we, their elder brethren, have sought to cheer them on 
their way. 

"Our fellowship has been ever growing, and during 
its fifty-nine years' continuance, never was strife or 
bitttimess between us. The dear departed one was wont 
to say, 'Ah ! dear brother, we never had a jar.' It was 
given us by God's grace ever to hold fast God's truth — 
His whole truth — in the Scriptures, also the form of sound 
words devised by the infinite wisdom of the Spirit of God. 
Our hearts were assured of the fulness of the Word of God, 
and that, while colour can be found in it for well-nigh any 
false doctrine, any error, no error can abide the test of 
the whole Scripture. Thus we daily contributed each to 
the other's treasure of grace and truth. 

" In regard to the Scriptures that have been fulfilled, 
our unity of judgment was blessedly com^Uta*, ^ \.«^ 
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what is yet to be fulfilled, we attained to an excellent 
measure of unity, which was growing to the end- 
" Touching 

The guidance of our steps, 

The ordering of our ways, 

The rule of our household, 
we always waited on God together for His mind. If, on 
conferring tf^ether, we found ourselves of one mind, we 
laid our unity before God for His perfecting ; we 
remembered Ihe fault of Nathan and David, who^ 
fcnowitig in part the will of God as to the building Him 
a temple, failed to lay the matter before God for the 
perfect revelation of His will. If judgment did not 
agree we waited on God to give as oneness of mind, and 
neither of us ever took a step against the judgment of 
the other — hence no strife, no bitterness ! 

" The obligation of John xvii, to oneness between the 
children of God, like unto the oneness between the 
Father and the Son, will be fulfilled in a coming day ; if 
not now fulfilled, the obligation is immutable as the 
Fountain Head— God the Father's love in His Son. 

"We have endeavoured, in foreview of the Judgment- 
seat of Christ, to tread the path in which the whole 
Church of God should be found walking. The fruit of 
such obedience could not but be a keeping of the unity 
of the Spirit, in lowliness, meekness, and love ; schism 
and division being far away ! " 

In a volume called England, Home, and Beauty^ 
H. B. Macartnejr, M.A,, the son of Dean Macartney 
of Melbourne, gave a lengthy description of a. brief 
stay at New Buildings in 1878, when visiting this 
country.* He left greatly impressed with Mr. 

*A» Mr. UacirtDey'fr raTereace to Mr. C^pioju's Cather been 
<vid«ly copicti, it mmiis ntedrial lo remark ttast both u to name and 
oESdal paailiao it woa tiicorrcct, 



Interest in Mr, Miiller's Work. 49 



Chapman's profound knowledge of the Scriptures, 
but not less with his kind considerateness for all 
with whom he came in contact, and his true lowli- 
ness of mind. Mr. Macartney's conclusion, that 
"commLinion with God makes him childlike," was 
an evidence that he himself could appreciate what 
^vas spiritual. He said Mr. Chapman reminded 
him of Moses, and Mr. Hake of " Aaron, the saint 
of the Lord," and he describes the lessons in 
humility that he got, both at the tea-table and in 
more personal intercourse with Mr. Chapman, 

Interest In Mr. Q. Miiller's QreAt Work. 

Two incidents may be given here, one connected 
with Mr. Chapman and one with Mr. Hake, and 
both with Mr. George Miiller, with whom, as has 
been intimated, they were always closely linked 
in bonds of fellowship and service. 

In Mr. Miiller's narrative, under date of Feb. 
igth, 1842, he tells that means were "again com- 
pletely spent." When he went to the Orphan 
Homes before breakfast he found a letter containing 
IS. which had arrived the previous evening. "This 
was not only a sweet proof that our Father 
remembered our need, but it was also like an 
earnest that He would supply us this day with 
all that we required." In the box he found is., 
another letter came with is., and one of the 
labourers gave 4s. lod. Thus the day was provided 
for, but evening came, and there was no brea.d fofc 
D 



50 Robert Cleaver Chapman. 



the next day, the Lord's-day, Mr. MuUer left the 
Orphan Homes, for, he writes^ "I expected Brother 
R. C. to arrive a little after eight at my house"; 
but he took a brother with hhn, that he might send 
back anything the Lord supplied. 

"A few moments after. Brother C. arrived, and he had 
not been more than five minutes in my house when he 
gave me half a sovereign, which he had brought for the 
orpha.ns ; . . . and then, between nine and ten o'clock, 
sufficient bread coutd be bought." Mr. Muller adds : 
" Observe ! for the trial of our faith, the Lord had allowed 
us to be kept wailing so long. When, however, Brother 
C. had arrived, having money for the orphans, he could 
not delay giving it at once, a matter most worthy of 
notice." 

This brings to mind what Mr, Hake once told 
me of those early days. Mr. Muller went to meet 
him, and took his bag'. To all offers to "carry 
your bag" he replied, "No." When they reached his 
house Mr, Hake gave him some money he had for 
him. " Now," said Mr Muller, " I will tell you that 
the reason I did not allow any one to carry the 
bag was that I had not anything to give for doing 
sa" Such incidents may welt encourage faith and 
prayer, and to these one other reference to Mr. 
Chapman In Mr. Miiller's narrative for the year 
1S45 may be added : 

"On 15th November Brother R. C- arrived, to labour 
for a Uttle while in Bristol. I communicated to him my 
position with reference to having to remove the otphans 
from Wilson Streetj and I had his judgment also as to 
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Its being of God that I should build. This dear brother's 
judgment greatly encouraged me- His visit was xo roe 
of great help in this particular, especially in stirring me 
up yet more to bring everything in connection with this 
matter before God. He also (aid it on my heart to seek 
directions from God with reference to the plan of the 
building. He said : ' You must ask help from God to 
show you the plan, so that all may be according to th£ 
mind of God'." 

In 1848, when the first of the five Orphan 
Houses — which stand as a witness to the fact that 
God answers prayer — had been erected, Mr. 
Chapman wrote from Bristol to Mr. H. Heath, 
who was at Barnstaple : 

" Pray, dear Brother Heath, with your helpers, for 
what is needed to fit up the new Orphan House. God 
has begun to send.'^ 

Though it may seem going on a long way, this 
seems the most suitable place to quote — from the 
Report of " The Scriptural Knowledge Institution" 
for 1902— the testimony of Mr. James Wright to 
the fact that Mr. Chapman's prayerful interest in 
this great work never failed. After stating^ that it 
" owes its existence, and largely its history^ instry- 
mentally, to the effectual, fervent prayer of one 
man, whom God raised up to accomplish it," 
Mr Wright adds ; 

"The phalanx of praying souls that the Holy Spirit 
has banded together to sustain and forward it by their 
believing suppSication and intercession, have become, 
like David's supporters of old, ' a great host like V^EfiX 
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of God.' But, as in that ' host,' there were some pre- 
eminently 'mighty/ so also with the modem parallel, 
there have been amongst the secret pleaders with our 
' Father, who seeth in secret,' the mighty, the mightier, 
and the mightiest. One whom, I believe, I may safely 
clasps with the last named has just passed away from earth, 
And it is his decease that leads tne to make these 
remarks. Robert Cleaver Chapman, laid of Barnstaple, 
Devon, was one of George Miiller's oldest and most 
intimate friends. More than once, in critical periods of 
this work, Mr, Miiller sought and obtained his valuable 
counsel. This confidence Mr. Chapman responded to 
by always showing the liveliest interest in the prc^ess of 
the Institution. Throughout the ststy-eight years of its 
existence he has been its helper by continuous inter- 
cession. It was the knowledge that he was such a mighty 
spiritual helper that led me, in the spring of 1901, to 
visit Barnstaple for the purpose of gaining the expression 
of his judgment upon our contemplated alteration of the 
conditions of admission of orphans ; and I need hardly 
say that it was no small confirmation that we were really 
led of God in the matter, to leam, as I did, from his ovm 
lips, that he most heartily and unreservedly approved of 
our modifying the conditions by receiving orphans bereft 
of only One parent. Well-beloved, single-eyed ' servant 
of God and of the Lord Jegus Christ,' thou ha3t 'fought 
tie good fight, thou hast kept the faith, thou hast finished 
thy course may grace be given to us to follow thee as 
thou didst follow thy Lord 1 " 

A Visit to Ireland. 

In the j'ear 184S, when Mr. Chapman wrote to 
Mr. HeatJi the words before quoted, he was on his 
way to Ireland, being accompanied by a brother 
named Shepherd, though how long this brother 



Visit to Ireland, 



53 



was with him is not clear. The followingj written 
from Bristol, February ist, shows how he valued 
the fellowship of his brethren : 

" I leave to-day at half-past two, If God will, for Cork^ 
with the prayers of the saints here as well as yours to 
strengthen me. It was a precious meeting for prayer 
last evening. Brother Miiller asked everything for 
Brother Shepherd and myself that we ourselves could 
have mentioned J he is well in body* though not so 
strong in body as in faith. Peace, peace be with you 
all ! " 

His letters from Ireland, some of which, it is 
hoped, will be given in a separate volume, tell of 
the darkness of the people through the power of 
Romanism, of many opportunities of speaking of 
Christ, of much opposition from some who were 
influenced by priests^ and of great comfort in 
visiting chiMren of God. He contrasts as well as 
compares Ireland with Spain, which country he 
had already visited : 

" The Roman Catholics here, both priests and people, 
are very far above those of Spain ; there both deride their 
own religion, and jscoff at all religiort, here a false religion 
(which is yet not pm-e error but the truth corrupted aad 
perverted) is ignorantly held in reverence. I found in 
Spain indifference and scorn; here ts a vesed and troubled 
conscience seeking rest and not knowing how to obtain 
it- I reckon myself favoured of God to speak to sucli 
consciences. 

*' I gave a small sum to a farmer's wife to distribute 
among the poor in het neighbourhood \ she said, ' May 
the Almighty God and the almighty Virgin Mary bles% 
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you ! ' These blasphemous words are not alw&ys on the 
lips of Roman Catholics; but almost always the blasphemy 
and idolatry of them are in the heart. Still, Ireland is 
better than Spain, Superstition is better than profane 
ineligion. Conscience speaks here and afflicts men with 
dread of death, and generally they hear me with reverence 
when preaching Christ." 

The previous year had been one of severe famine 
in Ireland from the failure of the potato crops 
through disease, and Mr. Chapman speaks with 
much tenderness of the sufTering's of the people. 

" It is a great mercy that a penny procures a pound of 
Indian meal, and that turf is plentiful. Thus I have great 
comfort in distributing alms, and have not seen a cottage 
without a fire. I have heard from eye-witnesses such 
tales of the miserj' and death that reigned during the 
famine as I hope not to forget ; yet only grace can make 
God's judgments profitable- This may be seen, alas ' by 
the spiritual condition of the poor Irish in these parts. 
The land looks desolate; but the inhabitants who have 
made it so — how barren, how dreary and gloomy the 
state of their souls ! " 

These letters show how Mr, Chapman breathed 
the atmosphere of prayer, and how truly he had 
learned to fulfil the word, " Set not your mind on 
high things, but condescend to things that are 
lowly" (Rom. xii. i6, R.V.). 

"At this place (Castle Island), I found no child of 
God ; but I have not been alone, and have been the 
rather makmg intercession for the saints and the world, 
because I have not had the brethren with me. ... I 
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am at a plain but cleanly inn, not unsuiced to a pilgrim ; 
it has been a house of God to my soul ; its inmates hear 
ire willingly." 

I Mr. Chapman was always a great walker; and 
in his early days would walk to Mr. W. Wreford's, 
twenty-five miles from Barnstaple, to breakfast 
This power of walking he made good use of in 

i' Ireland. On one occasion he writes : 

" I was obliged to use conveyances ; but, oh ! how 
^■much rather do I choose to irivel on foot for the work 
^ of the Lord, and communion with Him ! " . . , "On 
Thursday 1 walked to Newagh, in Tippe^a^y^ speaking of 
Jesus by the way; the distance about twenty-four or 
twenty-five English milea. His rod and staff comfort me ; 
I fear no evil. There is no better means of access to the 
hearts of Roman Catholics than by talking with them 
on the highway : they are not then restrained by fear of 
priests or of each other." ... "A poor man whom I 
overtook a little way from Dunbar offered to carry my 
1 knapsack, and for the first time since I came to Ireland 
^^[over two months] I parted with it to another. He was 
a Roman Catholic, and told me that he had twice been 
compelled by priests to put away the New Testament, 
which he had taken pleasure in reading.^' 

Mr. Chapman laments that in many places he 
met no child of God ; but in some he speaks of 
earnest Scripture-readers and their labours, and 
occasionally of a godly clergyman, one sentence 
being very characteristic of a man with whom 
relationship to God was of supreme importances 
" A brother who, I think, was a clergyman of the 
Establishment." 
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Perhaps enough has been said about Ireland ; 
but two things more may just be noticed. Mr. 
Chapman spoke of the trials of the rich in the 
South and West as being in some respects beyond 
those of the poor, and while he found greater 
quietness in the North, with "the light of the 
Scripture, and many temporal blessings," he 
lamented that the form of godliness was generally 
held fast while the power was denied. 

" And no less feith is needed to sustain me in preaching 
ihe Gospel and conversing '»'ith these than in the darkness 
of Popery in the West and South." 

Some Features of his Lite and Ministry. 

From his early days until he had reached a great 
age, Mr. Chapman was dtligent in open-air preach- 
ing, and through his preaching at tlie annual fair at 
Barnstaple, and stiU more frequently in the town 
and neighbourhood, he became we!) known. But 
it was especially his /ije that told on the people of 
that town, and made him such a true witness for 
God. Many, it may be, who had little regard for 
the gospel he preached knew that he lived what he 
taught, and that he was a " man of God." In the 
days of travelling by coach it is said that one 
morning' the coachman remarked to a number of 
passengers, " You need not insure your lives to- 
day, gentlemen ; Mr. Chapman is going with us." 
Mr. J. S, Anderson, of Italy, when in Barnstaple^ 
in 1900, visited a Roman Catholic, who asserted 



Influence of His Life. 



57 



that all Protestants must be lost, because they are 
outside the true Church. But he suddenly paused, 
suid added, " Well, let me tell you there is otie 
Protestant in Barnstaple who will get to heaven, if 
anybody will." " Who is that ? " said Mr. A. The 
reply was, " 1 don't know his name, but he lives in 
New Buildings. He is the oldest and holiest man 
in Barnstaple." 

Dr. Case, of China, mentions that in June, 1901^ 
he accompanied Mr. Chapman to see a man who 
had sent for him. This man was not one of Mr. 
Chapman's usual hearers, but he had watched his 
godly life, and, now that he was ill, desired that he 
would visit himi. 

Some years ago Mr. F, S. Arnot, off* the coast of 
Africa, met a company of soldiers returning from 
India, and one of them told how he was led to 
Christ He lived at Barnstaple, and often returned 
to his mother's house early in the morning after " a 
night's spree," He at times met an old man who 
spoke to htm about his sins, and he would push 
himself into the hedge or anywhere to avoid him. 
He enlisted into the army, and sailed for India, 
and when he was ill and thought himself dying he 
remembered the old man, and wished he could see 
him. He had observed tfiat he carried a Bible 
in his hand, so he disked a nurse to bring him a 
Bible, by means of which God was pleased to 
reveal Christ to him, 

Mr. Chapman would sometimes say, " I have had 
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a large congreg^ation this morning"," and 011 enquiry 
it was found that he had been speaking to some 
soHtar}' person, or even a child, as he took his 
walk. He esteemed it a privilege to speak to 
anyone, and made much of what he called "a 
Sychar-well ministry" (John iv, 5-30), In journeying 
he watched for an opportunity of bearirtg witness 
of Christ; but his words to fellow-travellers and 
others were always gracious and wise, and never 
abrupt or forced ; he would not interrupt one who 
was reading or otherwise occupied, but would lift 
his heart to God and wait ; and, when he spoke, his 
unfailing courtesy generally secured him a hearing. 

It was doubtless natural to Mr. Chapman to be 
courteous; but certainly grace strengthened this 
trait in his beautiful Christian character. He did 
not regard abruptness or austerity as evidences of 
spirituality, for he found no traces of these in Him 
whose character, as set forth by the "fine flour" 
offered in God's sanctuary, was perftct. No little 
service was taken for granted, or allowed to pass 
unacknowledged by him ; indeed, in this respect he 
made much of little. Let no one imagine, however, 
that courtesy means softness, for enough has been 
said to show that he who was always so courteous 
was equally firm and courageous to do or suffer the 
will of God. Neither does g;enuine courtesy imply 
any sacrifice of truth ; rather must it be said that 
such service as that described above could only be 
rendered by one who was pre-eminently true. 
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Horatius Bonar's forcible little piece, " Be True," 
written by Mr. Chapman on a fly-leaf of one of his 
own Bibles thirty or forty years ago, may be taken 
as a better portrait of himself than a photog^rapher 
could give : 

" Thou must be true thyself 

If thou the truth wouldst teach ; 
Thy soul must overflow, if thou 
Another's soul wouldst reach : 
It needs the overflow of h^srt 
To give the lips full speech. 

" Think trulyf and thy thoughts 
ShaU the world's famine feed j 
Speak truly, and each word of thine 

Shall be a fruitful seed ; 
Live truly, and thy life shall be 
A great and noble creed," 

Tkougktfulmss for others 1^5 very closely related 
to courtesy, and this, too, was very marked in Mr. 
Chapman. No one who ever had the privilege of 
staying with him needs to be told how he cared for 
the comfort of his g^uests, especially if out of health, 
and left nothing undone to make them feel at 
home. But his thoughtfulness extended to little 
things of life. To save trouble in his own house, 
he kept a good mat at the door, with a politely 
worded request that visitors would use it, and 
he was equally careful himself in entering any 
other house. When visiting he carried something 
to put down if he used a bath in his rcwm.thatwa 
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injury might be done to the carpet, and the tray on 
which things were placed for his use in the early 
morning, he would carry down and hand with a 
kind word to a servant It was his constant care 
to give as little trouble as possible ; and when he 
said, " Remember, I am nobody," he meant it. He 
often remarked, " I find I am treated as a man of 
high estate"; and in later years, "I find every- 
where friends conspire to make me think I am an 
old man." 

In addressing an envelope one day, Mr. Chapman 
said, " I am always careful not to make the 
postman swear"; but at one time his letters were 
not so easily read as in later years. In former 
days he used to write a good deal on Scripture 
(though he invariably tore up what he had written)^ 
and this caused his writing to become somewhat 
illegible. One day Mr. Hake took him a note he 
had sent, and asked hira to read it. Being thus 
made conscious of the habit he had fallen into, he 
took it to heart, and made it a matter of prayer 
that he might not again try the patience of his 
brethren or waste their valuable time by indistinct 
writing — with what result those who were favoured 
with his letters know. 

Mr. Chapman was a man of remarkable setf- 
cmtrot. During his long course of service in the 
church he at times had great provocation, yet was 
he never moved, except to sorrow for those whose 
.spirit and words were so contrary to Christ. When 
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he was opposed he bore the opposition in patience, 
and when lany turned from him he pursued tliera 
with his prayerSj and any expression of love it was 
possible for him to ^ive. Those who knew him 
longest bear witness that they never heard a hasty 
or ungracious word escape his lips, A common 
saying at his house was, " It is better to lose your 
purse than your temper." 

It is no wonder that a visit from one who was so 
full of " the meekness and gentleness of Christ," 
and at the same time so faithful in his adherence 
to the truth of God, was esteemed a great favour, 
whether to an assembly of Christians or to a 
household, Mr. J. R. Caldwell, in kindly writing 
the following brief notice of such a visit to Scotland, 
bears a testimony which many would endorse : 

" Some twelve years ago we had the great privilege of 
a visit from Mr. Chapman. Although at that time well 
on in the eighties, he was mentally and physically fresh 
and vigorous. He rose early as was his wOnt, yet was 
able to address meetings nearly every evening, and his 
ministry was such as to leave a lasting impression upon 
all who heard. It was indeed a ministry of Christ j 
'grace and truth' were combined. Mr. Chapman chiefly 
emphasised the reading of and meditation upon the 
whole of the Scriptures. He used to say : ' Every error 
may be tjased upon some part of Scripture taken from its 
connection ; but no error can stand the test of aU 
Scripture.' 

His was no monkish austerity. A bright, genial, 
loving and attractive spirit drew out the confidence even 
of The little ones. He used to play vfith our little gj.il. 
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then two or three years old, in the aftemoons at a. 
childish game on the carpet, just as if he were a child 
again himself ; arvd one morning before the household was 
awake, he had made a paper kite for our son, then about six 
years old, and "Vins out with him by nine o'cloclj helping 
him to fly it. Truly the memory of his visit remains, 
with us as a precious illustration of how far God can 
reproduce in a believer even here the image of His Son," 

Mr. Chapman often asked, "How do you read 
your Bible?" and, as before intimated, he sought 
to cherish in all, especiaUy the young, the spirit 
of reverence and love for the w^e/e Bible, and the 
habit of reading^ it regularly, and of prayerfully 
meditating upon its blessed truths, for nourishment 
of soul and strength in conflict. The following are 
some of his weighty words on the use of the Holy 
Scriptures : 

" The Book of God is a store of manna for God's 
pilgrim children ; and we ought to see to it that the soul 
get not sick and loathe the manna. The great cause of 
neglecting the Scriptures is not want of time, but want of 
heart, some idol taking the place of Christ. Satan ha,s 
been marvellously wise to entice away God's people 
from the Scriptures. A child of God who neglects the 
Scriptures caTinot niake it his business to please the Lord of 
Glory; cannot make Him Lord of the conscience; ruler 
of the heart ; the joy, portion, and treasure of the soul. 

" If the Word of Christ dwell in me richly, it will 
teach me to do everything and to look at everything in 
rtlatf«» to Ged, And remember this, if the Bible be 
used aright by anyone, it will be to him the most pleasant 
book in the world. If I serve it well it will serve me 
well. The children will say : * What a lovely book the 
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Bible isi' And they will not want anything to please and 
interest them in comparison with the Scriptures, when 
handled by one whose heart is full of the love of God. 
Beloved, remember it is one thing to read the Bible, 
choosing something that suits me (as is shamefully said), 
and another thing to search it that I may become 
acquainted with God in Christ ; that I may be fashioned 
like unto Christ ; that I may first of all please God by 
my affections to Him ; that I may find in Him my 
deept' St joy ■ and that He may find His ban que ting-room 
in my heart. If I read the Bible with this end in view, 
the Spirit of God will always make it Co me better than 
thousands of gold and silver, and sweeter than honey and 
the honey-comb (Psa. xix. 10). But supposing I do not, 
then I turn the Gospel of Christ into the law of Moses 
without knowing it, and, instead of paths of pleasantness 
and peace, the Gospel of Christ becomes bands of iron." 

Mr, Chapman's judgment of what is known as 
Higher Critkisvi is well expressed in a little 
allegforj.- which the mention of the subject one day 
at table drew from his lips : 

" One day, while walking in the noon-day ligiit of a 
mid-summer sun, beneath a cloudless sky, I was accosted 
by a person wholly a stranger to me, who, with kind, 
condescending air, made offer to show me the way. I 
saw in his hand a lantern, and in it a lighted faribing 
candle. Pity checked my rising laughter; so, as gravely 
as I could, I declined his offer, and went on my way. I 
was afterwards told that his name was Higher Critimm." 

In his ministry it was his habit to dwell much 
upon the grtat things of God, as some of his own 
words in subsequent pages will show. Above all 
things, the Cross of Christ was his theme — the 
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love and the wisdom therein expressed — hence his 
deep and true humility and his unfailing* spirit of 
worship. It was his delight to enlarge on the 
varied glories of CHRIST — as the Son of God in 
His eternal fellowship with the Father ; as the 
Word revealing the Father ; as the Lamb of God 
atoning for and putting away sin ; as the Surety of 
His people, drinking for them the cup of wrath ; 
as the First -begotten from the dead, whose resur- 
rection is a pledge of theirs ; as the High Priest 
after the order of Melchizedec, full of the tenderest 
sympathy for the tempted, and ever living to inter- 
cede for us; as the Head and Bridegroom of His 
Church, who will soon come to receive her to Him- 
self ; as the King of Israel, under whom all God's 
promises to that nation must be fulfilled ; as " the 
last Adam," in whom and under whom, as Head, 
all things in heaven and earth are in the fulness of 
the times to be united (Eph. i. 10). Especially was 
that eternal state of glory, in which the lull value 
and results of the Cross shall be seen, ever before his 
mind, so that dear Henry Dyer used to say he was 
" a man of Eternity." But this is what he himself 
said every Christian should be — a man of Pentecost, 
filled with the Spirit; a man of the Scriptures, ever 
feeding on them ; and a man of Eternity. 

The Lord's Coming; and tbe Eternal Future. 

It was, indeed, as a man of Eternity that he dealt 
with the great matter of stewardship, setting a high 
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value on the time and opportunities the Lord may 
give for service here, with the assurance that all 
our time below is a time of sowing, and that with 
the sowing the harvest must correspond. In the 
same spirit he looked at and spoke of the coming of 
the Lord, showing Iiow truly he entered into the 
mind of Christ as expressed in two utterances 
of John xvii., which to the natural man may seem 
contradictory ; (l) " / pray not that Thcu shouldest 
take ikem out of tlu nrorld^ but that Thou shouldest 
keep them from the evil "; and (2) " Father, I wilt 
that tkey also ivhovi Thou hast given Me be "with Me 
whtr€ I am." Thus concerning the hope of the 
Lord's coming he writes : 

" That hope to me, how cheering — 
Else hopeless and forlorn ! 
Oh, hasten Thine appearing, 

And bring the cloudless morn ! " 

But hiK patience and his readiness to continue in 
service are set forth with equal clearness : 

" Patient, His coming will I wait, 
Content awhile in tears to sow ; 
Sure is the harvest, rich and great^ 
Of all my sorrows here below." 

And his expressions even to the last day of his life 
were in full accord with what was written long ago: 

" I would not wish my battle done 
Ere He shall bid me to be gone : 
Already is the victory won — 
The spoilt the triumph, mine." 

£ 
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The following words were spoken at a private 
meeting in 1 887 : 

"There are two ways of Icwking at the coming of the 
1-ord. If I be in the constant spirit of worship within 
the veil, according to Hebrews, I shall see the future as 
does Christ. Over 1800 years ago He said, 'I come 
quickly.' And whereas, in point of desire, I put nothing 
whatever between that object and ray soul, because 
Christ puts nothing ; yet, on the other hand, if you ask 
whether the fervency of my love to the Lord and the 
brightness of that hope are diminished, because I see 
that He must take time to malte that coining worthy of 
Hiniself, I say, No : He waits patientlyj and so do I." 

Some will be glad to have also Mr. Chapman's 
carefully expressed thoughts as to the difference 
between what we usually call the millennium — 
that is, the thousand years of Revelation xx. 4-7 — 
and the flnal, perfect state that lies beyond it : 

"The next coming time is only a glorious pffrch to 
what lies beyond, and we ought to consider it more 
distinctly than we do. If Scripture were more accurately 
read, we should see that the golden sceptre of Christ's 
rule on earth wil! be more excellent in its nature than 
in its exUnl. Any thought of us/oirW peace throughout 
the world wil! not bear the test of Scripture. That the 
nations will learn war no more will he true only of those 
who learn from Israel to love God. Israel's faith will be 
as great then as their unbelief has been in the past : they 
■will practice no arts of war, nor will they build walls 
round their towns and villages. Those nations that 
learn of Israel will be like Israel ; but my persuasion is 
that for those outside the limits of the golden-sceptre; 
rule, it will be the dominion of the iron rod, according lo 
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Psalm ii., to break in pieces ajid consume, even till the 
setting up of the great white throne. The millennial state 
also IB a corruptible state, whereas the new creation will 
be Mcorrupti&le." 

" I judge that il was given to the Apostle Paul to cany 
us invariably into the Ihial state, wherein God will have 
His perfect rest. In Epheslans i. 10 we read, 'That in 
the dispensation of the fulness of times He might gather 
together all things in Christ, both which are in heaven, 
and which are on earth.' This I take to mean that 
when all preparatory times have run out, God will head up 
everything in Him who is the same yesterday, and to-day, 
and for ever. He brings in a new creation which can 
never be marred, and in which God will be ail in all, 
and the creature «ifMi'n^. Romans viii. 20-23 speaks of 
that new creation, the glory of which is above our 
comprehension. 'The liberty of the glory of the sons of 
God ' 1 cannot but take to be the incorruptible, ftnal, and 
perfect state, which shall perfectly glorify God and be 
His everlasting rest, being secured from corruption in the 
immutability of the last Adam. If we are to be in full 
felliwship with God, that which is His chief desire must 
be ours, and we must ever have mind and thoughts 
Hxed on that state in which God keeps everlasting rest." 

On the weighty subject of God's dealing with 
the lost, Mr, Chapman was accustomed to speak 
with great solemnity and deep feeling: 

" God, in judging men, never executes His judgment 
Trithout long-suffering showflj and ahustd; tt-ltneas the 
flood and the nations of Canaan. But when He doei 
begin He makes it a short work. Nat till thejmystery of 
iniquity has come to its height will God interfere, and 
the consideration of these ways of God increases wsi. 
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faith and love in adoring Rim, and fills us with pity for 
the world. It becomes God to give Satan and mail full 
time for their perfect manifestation, in order to the 
manifestation of His equity in dealing in final retribution 
with the devil and his ai^els and with man. In the 
Scripturefi the retribution of God in final punishment is 
far more spoken of than the eternal torments of hell, 
and we should never speak of these apart from the 
mamfe&Cation of the equity of God." 

The High Estate of Qod'A Children. 
As inseparably connected with the high and holy 
truths referred to above, Mr. Chapman was wont 
to dwell upon the calling^ of believers, the reality of 
being justified by Christ, " made the righteousness 
of God in Him,'* being "born of God," and thus 
standing towards Him in the true relaliorship of 
children, and being owned by Christ as His 
" brethren." No one ever taught more plainly the 
utter ruin of all men in Adam; none could ever 
have dwelt more upon the high estate to which the 
redeemed are raised in Christ He pressed the 
importance of di^itingtiishing between the past and 
the present — what we iveri as children of Adam, 
and what those who have received Christ are as 
children of God. The word unworthy did not find 
much favour with hem ; he deemed it not strong 
enough to describe our lost condition by nature, 
and he did not tlxink it befitting that children of 
God should speak of being unworthy to draw near 
to Him. Many have heard him put the question, 
"Can you think too highly of yourself?" He 
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believed that only as wc see the dignity of our 
•tandmg in Christ can we feel the unworthiness 
of our ways, judge ourselves arfght before God, 
and make true confession of our sins. One secret 
of holiness is a true judgment of sin, and a 
constant dealing with God about it; not simply 
about sinful actions, but the sin that dwelleth in 
us. The following words from Clu>ke Sayings and 
Meditations should be pondered : 

" The sinful thought of the heart is, in the sight of 
God, the act : evils in life always proceed from evils 
nourished in the heart." 

"Can I, or any other creature, search out all the 
depths of sin that dwelleth in me ? Ah, no ! But, 
Lgrd, I give Thee thanks that I was crucified with Thee, 
that the body of sin might be destroyed, that I might no 
longer serve sin." 

"After we have been able, by the grace of God, to 
subdue any besetting sin, and it seems to be dead, let us 
still be conf^asing to God that it is miikin us. By thus 
doing we shall show that we are not livLr^; on the victory, 
but on God Himself." 

Mr. Chapman did not simply contrast the state 
of the redeemed with that of those still in their 
sins, but also with that of Adam in Eden. He 
would never allow that Adam's original condition 
could be correctly described as one of fellowship 
•with God^ and insisted that our portion is far higher 
than that of Adam in innocence. God as Creator, 
Adam could know and worship; but the fellowship 
to which we are called necessitates a. JtnouiUdge ctS. 
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God as Father, which could only be given tkreugh 
Christ's redemption, and a nearness to God as 
children by heavenly birth beyond that which any 
creature^ even an archangel, could have on the 
ground of creation. Hence, if anyone spoke to him 
of getting back to Adam's state, he would say, 
with energy : " Back to Adam's state ! I would 
not change places with Adam before the fall for a 
hundred thousand worlds." 

The following are some of his words on the 
subject : 

"The elect of God in Christ are distinct from all 
other creatures of God, in that they have life derived 
from Christ, of which we have a type in the woman's 
derivation of life from the man (Gen. ii. 21-23). She, as 
distinct from all other creatures, had life from her 
husband. The life derived from Christ is a life of new- 
creation, and that distinguishes all who are made the 
righteousness of God in Christ. The glory and beauty 
of the new creation is, of necessatyj in the feeblest babe in 
Christ, and such an one is worthy of God's love and 
delight : ' Thou hast loved them as Thou hast loved Me.' 
Such must be one in point of relationship to God, and 
logether make up the Church, or assembly, of God. 
There must, indeed, be diversity, in consequence of 
diversity of character, according to the relative position 
of the members in the body ; but all have the common 
life, all are children of God, and constitute the mfe of 
Christ (Rev. xb(. 7 ; xxi. g). 

The mention of Adam naturally recalls the fact 
that Mr, Chapman made much of the title of Christ 
as "The i,ast Adam"; and connected with this 
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it may be remarked that while some, whose 
fellowship he highSy valued, dwelt almost entirely 
upon dispensatioiiai dislinctiom between saints of 
dlfTerent periods, it was his habit to give greater 
prominence to the essential and eternal oneness 
of all the redeemed of all times. 

" It was specially given to Paul to set forth ChrisE as 
'the last Adam.' It seems to me that the word ^ all' is 
used in the same way in both Romans v. and i Corinthians 
XV. za. 'All' in Adam die through Adam, and 'all' in 
Christ have life in Him. This must be common to the 
elect of God of every age, every one being created anew. 
All have life derived from the Son of God, whether 
before or after He bad come in the flesh ; all have one 
common relationship, being children of God, which no 
creature, as such, can be; all are raised up out of 
creatureship to a standing in Christ. The distinction 
between the smaller measure of understanding and 
communion [before Christ came], and having life ' more 
abundandy' [since His coming (John X. 10)], is one 
thing; but the relationship to God must be true of every 
one created anew, and there is that in which God cannot 
but delight in the feeblest of His children," 

But we must not fail to remark, also, that the 
ministry of the Holy Spirit of God was ever pro- 
minent in Mr. Chapman's teaching. He insisted 
upon the truth that only by the teaching and 
regenerating grace of the Spirit can a proud sinner 
become a poor sinner, and receive the knowledge 
of God as the God of grace. And often did he 
exhort children of God to consider what hindered 
the working of the Holy Spirit, and affictn tlvat 
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if unhindered the Spirit must do what He 
del i ghts to do— u n Fo Id fro m the Scri pt u res t he 
things of Christ, the deep things of God. 

** Take heed> my saul, and watch and pray, 
Lest thou the Spirit grieve, 
Who makes thee know the Fathers love, 
And in the Son believe." 

And to help in this he affirmed that the example 
of Christ in His walk on earth should ever be before 
us, as the one only standard of holiness. If wc set 
up a standard of our own, we may soon pride out- 
seives on the thought that we have attained to it; 
but if we take God's standard we ahall see how far 
short we ever comCf and be truly humbled. 

Mr. Chapman often used to say that if we neglect 
the consideration of Christ as our Example, we shall 
not greatly value Him as our High Priest. Of late 
years more than ever,perhaps, he constantly referred 
to the priestly ministry of the Lordf and one of hii 
favourite messages to others was : " It is not said : 
* There is such an High Priest '; but, ' We have such 
an High Priest'." He disting^uished between the 
advomcy of the Lord according to i John ii. i, and 
His intercession as set forth in the Epistle to the 
Hebrews, and taught that while the child of God 
^ihayuids to Umptatwn is the object of the Lord's 
compassion and advocacy, it is given to the one who 
resists temptation to prove His sympathy as High 
Priest. A question was once put to him which has 
doubtless at some time or other arisen in many 
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hearts : " Seeing that Christ had not a sinful nature, 
how could He be tempted ? " to which his reply was 
as follows : 

"To an unregenerate person temptation cannot cause 
pain of a heavenly or spiritual kind ; to one bom of God 
it does. The more like God His child is, the more keenly 
he feels temptation to sin. To the Son of God — who was 
holy^ harmless, undefiled,and undefitable; whowasseparate 
from sinners ; who knew no sin ; who was without sin — 
the darts of temptation must have been inexpressibly 
painful. He suffered, being tempted, and in that He was 
tempted He is able to succour them that are tempted, 
who, being bom of God, can feel, as the unregenerate 
cannot feelj the pain of being tempted to evil. There 
was nothing in the Lord Jesus to respond to temptation." 

Value of Mr. Chapman's Hymas. 

As the experiences and characteristics of David 
may be gathered from his Psalms, so the special 
Teatures of Robert Chapman's experience and 
ministry found expression in his Hymns, some 
verses of which have already been quoted. Many of 
these were written for use at Barnstaple, and were 
published in 1S37; but additions were made in 
more recent editions, though the theme of all is the 
same — "the sufferings of Christ, and the glories 
that shonld follow." His sister remarked most 
truly that it is only those who knew him that can 
fully appreciate his hymns, for they alone know 
how fully his life corresponded with them. Medita- 
tion on these hymns will be found very helpful to 
communion with God. The tendency of the dvj 
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is to turn to hymns of a lighter character, but let 
us remember that nothing more influences our habit 
of thought than the hymns we constantly use. 

No one can read his hymns without being 
impressed with the deep reverence of every cx- 
pression, and those who knew Mr. Chapman are 
aware that this spirit characterised aU his utterances 
and all his ways. Intimacy and familiarity are quite 
different. He could say to the Lord, "Lord, Thy 
glory doth not confound us," and tj/"Him, "He loves 
not to keep stateiy distance," His thirst for know- 
ledge of the love of Christ thus finds expression : 

" I would, my Lord and Saviour, know- 
That which no measure knows ; 
Would search the mystery of Thy love, 
The depth of all Thy woes." 

His response to that love, of which indeed he knew 
not a little, is forcibly expressed : 

"Lord Jesus, my soul loveth Thee! my heart locks 
Thee within it, as its precious jewel, and rejoices in Thee 
as those that find great spoil. Thou knowest all things j 
Thou knowest that I love Thee. ... I am bold to say, 
I love Thee, Thou gracious, glorious, and lovely One t 
and Thou, hearing me, dost approve my words." 

Here is the intimacy of deep love and communion ; 
but we Can no more imagine Robert Chapman 
addressing the Lord, or speaking of Him, in those 
free and familiar terms that sometimes grate upon 
the ear in these days, than we can think of Paul or 
Johti doing so. To him, as to them, Christ was 
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THE Lord, while he and they alike proved His 
deep and true sympathy as One who was partaker 
of "flesh and blood," and knew the reality of 
" being tempted." 

tt will be noticed, too, how many of Mr. Chap- 
man's hymns are addressed to God the Father. 
Mr, W. Lincoln used to remark how dtflficutt it 
was to find hymns of this character En modern 
hymn books, and Mr. Chapman felt the same lack. 
It was natural to him to speak thus to the Father, 
because he so fully entered into the truths that the 
Son came to declare the Father, and then to be 
the Way to the Father. Faith cannot stop short of 
God Himself, and we truly honour Christ when we 
draw near to the Father through Him. His ideal 
of a hymn was that it should lead the soul through 
the Cross of Christ to God Himself. Those who 
heard his prayers in public wiH remember that in 
them also he chiefly addressed the Father. Yet 
let no one imagine that he did not also address the 
Son ; indeed, some of his truest expressions of 
adoration and worship are spoken to the Lord, as 
in the beautiful hymn beginning, 

Mv soul amid this stormy world 

Is like soine fluttered dove, 
And fain would be as swift of wiug 
To flee lo Him I love." 

Sir Edward Denny — himself the author of some of 
the choicest hymns in the English language — 
describes it as "sweetly expressive of the KcaxV^ 
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longing for Him." The same may be said of many 
other hymns, though few arc so well known as, 

" O my Saviour crucified ! 
Near Thy Cross would I abide ; 
There to took, with steadfast eye, 
On Thy dying agony.'* 

It is difficult to select from Mr, Chapman's 
hymns, because all are so rich, but two or three 
may be given which seem truly to bring the man 
himself before us. The following shows how he 
turned from present things, because his eye and 
heart were fixed on the invisible and eternal : 

'* The worldling's portion I refuse, 
His gtory I disdain ; 
My God was pleased His Son to bruise — 
The Lamb for me was slain. 

O'er Eden lost I sorrow not— 

The garden maned by sin; 
To me is given a happier spot, 

A Paradise divine. 

My heavenly Father wakes mine ear j 

His Holy Spirit's voice 
Proclaims the day of glory near, 

And greatly I rejoice. 

God works at leisure and at ease, 

In time and season due ; 
The pathway of His deep decrees 

Jehovah will pursue. 

The heavens and earth that wax not old. 

Exulting faith surveys, 
Where God shall all His Name unfold 

And justify His ways. 
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His mansions are before mine eyes, 

Where discord ne'er is known, 
His pleasant land, His paradise, 
His city -with His throne. 

Now Jesus reaps His full reward— 

His joy is now complete-, 
The Lamb the universal Lord, 
His foes beneath His feet. 

New God my heavenly P'ather's Name 

la hallowed evermore, 
His glory shimng in the Lamb — - 
I see it, and adore." 

It is well known that Mr. Chapman did not 
occupy himself much with the news of the day. 
One day a boy asked him to btiy a newspaper. 
"Does it give yesterday's news?" "No, sir." 
" Has it to-day's news ? " " Oh, yes, sir." " And 
has it to-morrow's news?" The boy's surprise at 
the last question may be imagined ; but Mr. 
Chapman holding up his Bible said, This Book 
gives rae the news of yesterday, and to-day, 
and of lO'inorrow as well." We may be sure 
he said a kind word to the boy ; and the 
incident may remind us of the comparative value 
of m a n news of the p ass ing mom en t , and 
God's tidings concerning His Son, which have 
reference to the future as well as to the past 
and the present. 

Everybody thinks specially of Mr. Chapman as 
man of prayer. His delight in prayer, and his 
joyful looking forward to the unhindered fellowship 
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of all God's children in the future, both find ex- 
pression in the following hymn : 

'* O how 1 love ill solitude. 

Great God, to speak with TheCj 
For Thou, whose grace my soul renewed, 
A Father art to me ! 

With Thee how sweet to be alone, 

And in full tide of prayer^ 
JvOrd God of Hosts, before Thy throne 

To lay the bosom bare 1 

From Thee no secret thoughts I bide, 

No mysteries of my soul ; 
To Thee, whose Son. was crucified, 

With joy I tell the whole. 

Thus surely Thy confiding child 

Thy close embrace obtains, 
And by Thy friendship is beguiled 

Of all hig griefs and pains. 

For freedom lo rejoice and grieve, 

"Where none but God is nigh, 
All other friends full oft I leave. 

Though not without a sigh. 

But soon the Bridegroooi shall appear; 

Then shall each wedding guest 
Unfold to his companions dear 

All secrets of his breast." 

The blessedness of access to God was used by 
him largely in the way of intercession. He said : 



" It is well for a child of God (o pray for himself, but 
a more excellent thing to pray for others. God honours 
the spirit of intercession." 
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This he regarded as his special ministry. He 
prayed for "all men," from the King on the throne 
to the humblest of his subjects. Our late beloved 
Queen knew not that throughout the ivkoU of her 
long reign she had the unfailing intercession of one 
man in her kingdom! Only the day of Christ 
will show what she and many more owe to his 
prayers. But in this, as in all else, " the household 
of faith " had the first place ; servants of 
Christ and families of God's children known to 
him were much on his heart, and he took in, as 
has before been remarked, the whoie Church of 
God on the earth. 

On the day of Mr, Chapman's burial, a lady 
remarked that she said to Mr. Chapman, " I should 
be thankful if you would kindly remember our 
children in prayer." He replied,, " I cannot beghi 
to pray for your dear children," She said, " Oh, of 
course you have so many to pray for" ; but he 
made haste to assure her that he had already begun^ 
which was indeed a comfort to her heart 

Mr. Chapman never failed to take notice of chil- 
dren and to speak some kind words to them, and 
he sought to encourage parents in training them 
for God. One of his questions was, " What do 
you seek most for your children ? " to which the 
usual answer was, "Their conversion." "Is that 
all ? " would be his rejoinder, and he would press the 
importance of opening the mouth wide to God on 
their behalf! " Ask not merely for their conversion. 
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but that they may be well -pi easing children of God 
and servants of ChrisL" One of his last messages 
by a father to his boys was : " There arc so many 
people who are satisfied w ith just knowing they are 
saved Tell them not to be satisfied with thii. I 
ivant them to study the Word, and in the 

knowledge of God, TeU tliem I want them to 
bi£tfme iittimati with the Lord Jesus Christ." Many 
will remember his searching question concerning a 
little one, to which he seldom got an affirmative 
reply : " Does he obey at the first word ? " This 
was his idea of obedtence, and the question was 
natural to a man wlio in al! his ways sought to 
deal thus with his heavenly Father. 

One other hymn may be given which expresses 
so fully the heart and mind of Christ towards His 
people, as exhibited in the beloved apostle of the 
Gentiles, and also in himself as one of his true 
successors of later days : 

"Thy brethren, Lord, are my delight, 
1 love them strong or weak ; 
They all are precious in my sight. 
The froward with the meek. 

I serve them, Lord, far they are Thine, 

The Father's gift to Thee; 
The Spirit, by Thy B!cK>d divine, 

From prison set ihem free. 

Since love will crave return in kind, 

And prize it more than gold ; 
If my due recompense 1 find, 

My joy can scarce be told. > 
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Then with new strength my loins I gird 

To magnify Thy name, 
Thou Son of God, the living Word, 
The Father's spotless Lamb. 

But if I be the less beloved 

While I love more and more. 
For froward saints to sorrow moved, 
Still I Thy name adore. 

And still the froward ones I serve — 

Thy members, Lord, are they; 
Hold Tholi me up, nor let me swerve 
From Love's excelling way." 

H«Ipjn£ and Encouraglnf Younfer Brethren. 

Though scarcely needful, it may be as well to 
say that Mr. Chapman did not regard the public 
ministry of the Word as a light matter. No one 
could press miore strongly than he did that every 
one who has by grace been made a child of God 
should be a witness for Christ ; by life continually, 
and by speech as God may give opportunity and 
ability. Once, when asked if it would not be well 
always to teach young believers to do something' 
for Christ, he replied : " Oh, no ; I would not teach 
them to do someikiug, but to do everylking as unto 
the Lord." He would encourage younger brethren 
to go on quietly with God, seeking, by prayerful 
meditation on the Scriptures and the help of elder 
brethren, such knowledge of the grace and the will 
of God as would give preparation of heart and 
mind for ajy service to which God might lead them, 
r 
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wrhether in this land or other lands. But he would 
discountenance haste in giving up any occupation, 
even for more time in service, unhesitatingly judging 
that this should never be done until there was full 
assurance of God's will, with the fellowship of godly 
brethren in such a step. Mr. Henry Heath was a 
striking example of one thus taught and led of God. 
The power of his life and ministry was known to 
many; but it may not have been so generally 
known that in his younger days he was specially 
linked with Mr. Chapman — as Timothy was with 
Paul — and that his progress in the heavenly school 
was such that in 1846 — when he was only thirty- 
one— Mr. Chapman's account of him was that 
through his ^ace and gift he has so commended 
himself to all that he is received as a peculiar boon 
of a Father's love." 

Mr. Chapman's estimate of what a servant of 
Christ, who is called to give himself entirely to the 
work of the Gospel or shepherd-work in the 
Church, should be, was a very high one: 

*'The servant of ihe Lord Jesus must be instant in 
season and out of season, knqwing that he is the Lord's 
messenger to eveiy one with whom he has to do, and 
ever learning of the Lord ; seeing that he is to be con- 
tinually minislering to otherSj he must be receiving fresh 
supplies from the God of all grace through all channels. 
Meditntion on the Word and prayer should occupy the 
chief part of his time. In his public ministiy and in his 
private conversation he should aim hearts and 
consciences, seeking in every way to magnify Christ and 
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abase the creature. In short, be should set the Lord 
always before him, and so walk in His steps as to 
represent Him to every eye." 

As Mr, Chapman hinise]f could not Tall to do 
things reverently^ so he encouraged others to aid 
in doing all things "decently and in order." He 
was always punctual in b^inning meetings, and 
equally desirous that they should be dosed at the 
proper time, so that household matters might not 
he disarranged or servants be made late. At the 
annual meeting at Barnstaple the time was fixed 
for closing, in a becoming manner, before it was 
necessary for those from other places to leave for 
trains. In such meetings it was his great desire to 
promote fdloivship and edijimtion. To his mind 
these were inseparable, for no one taught of God 
will consider that fellowship js ensured by the mere 
fact of a number taking part in a meeting. Only 
in the measure in which speaking to God and 
speaking to one another are in the grace, wisdom,, 
and power of the Spirit of God, can there be true 
fellowship, and this must result in edification. He 
regarded the assembling of God's children in the 
name of the Lord Jesus as one of the greatest 
things in God's account, and equally so in the 
judgmetJt of the powers of darkness; as that in 
which God specially delighted, and that against 
which Satan directed his most subtle attacks. 

An extract from a letter from Ireland (1848) 
shows how he endeavoured to keep things in their 
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beckon them from a height, but sought to lead them 
on as one by their side. And in persona! intercourse, 
doubtless, many felt humbled by the fact that 
he gave his brethren credit for so much grace and 
obedience, while their very intercourse with him 
made them conscious that he was, indeed, far 
above them in spiritual experience and devotedncss 
to God. It is the " poor in spirit " who make much 
of Christ, and they alone will be true helpers of 
others. This blessedness was Robert Chapman's. 

Of Jehovah's Anointed One it was said: "His 
delight shall be in the fear of the Lord " (Isa. xi. 
3. R.v.) ; not only was He Himself i/te great 
Example of " the fear of the Lord," but wherever 
He saw any evidence of that fear He delighted in 
it, and such evidence He found where others would 
have overlooked it (Matt. xiL 20; Mark xii, 34). 
In this respect, also, His servant, Ro bert C hapman, 
was His follower. Like Barnabas^ 
any evidence of the grace of Gc 
cause, like him, he was "a good 
Holy Ghost and of faith." I re 
with which Mr. Chapman onr 
he had just made of a sr 
painter and sculptor, M 
friend has kindly ^^f" 

" My Ufe, a voyage 
In a frail bark, 
Of all men. 
Into the 




he saw 
glad, be- 
ll of the 
pleasure 
: translation 
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"Let me say that now, more than ever, T find rest in 
beginning and ending my every day with God. We, a 
royal priesthood^ are thus true to ourselves, who are one 
with our Lord Jesus Christ at the right hand of God 
enthroned. Our matters we know are His, from greatest 
lo smallest j, His greatest and least are, in like manner, 
ours — as we grieve not the Comforter who dweDeth in us. 

"'He shall be satisfied' — how precious the truth! 
Christ is glorified ; but not satisfied. Only in the new 
heaven and new earth can this come to pass. 

Looking on to this, my lieart, dear brother, is more 
and more yearning over the blind, self-deceived^ unriC- 
generate world, praying for them, and, as God gives 
opportunity, speaking to them. What they deride must 
come to pass — judgment, severe and terrible (Rev. ix. 
2o^ 2i)f and that, alas! will bring on, we know, the final, 
eternal judgment (chap. xx. 15). 

" Oh, the grace lhat makes us to differ ! Row un- 
searchable the riches of that grace ' \ ! Farewell, beloved 
brother. — ^Yours affectionately in Christ Jesus, 

RoBT. C. Chapman." 

Probably his last message to a conference, written 
for September 3rd, 1901, was as follows ; 

" He that at supper-time had leaned on the bosom of 
the Tj5fd Jesus, afterwards (see Rev. i.) fell at His feel 
as dead J bnt we know that when He shall appear we 
shall be like Him, for Ve shall see Him as He is," 

Delight in Discovering; Ood'8 Qrace in Others. 

In his exhortations to the children of God, he, 
never took the position of being above them in 
attainments ; he never spoke as one who thought 
he knew or experienced something which others 
had not entered into ; he did not, so to s^eak.. 
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favour from God such as is not to be found in any 
relationship which rulers bear lo each other — evai to 
show forth the future Church in glory in her siabjection 
to Christ ; for surely Ephesians v. does not refer to the 
Church fmoj but to the Church as she will be, and 
that Ls the pattern for us to aim at. Again, are there 
children? Christ is their pattern. Are there servants? 
He is their pattern in subjection. Christ is also the 
pattern of rule to the master." 

Mr. Chapman's sympathy in all family matters 
was So well known that not a few went lo him for 
counsel in difficulty. The good fruit resulting from 
his wise and gracious help in some painful cases 
cannotj of course, be widely known; but a Christian 
lady has entrusted me with the following, which 
may be taken as a true example of his godly care 
and wisdom. Though written in the third person, 
it is ker own experience that she records : 

"Over twenty years ago a young Christian husband 
and wife so dis^eed that each became a great trouble 
to the other, and separatioa was the result. The wife, in 
the kind providence of God, was taken by her sister to 
see Mr. Chapman and Mr. Hake, but when she went 
she was in such a rebellious state of mind that, on leaving 
them, she said to herself, 'Never more will I go to see 
those old men.' Subsequently, however, she had a very 
kind invitation to visit them, and the Lord led her to 
accept it. Nothing could have been kinder than the 
welcome she received, 

" The evening she arrived was that of the District 
Meetings and dear Mr. Chapman, taking James tii. as the 
subject, dwelt on the evils of which the tongue could be 
gmity. Lack of love and patience with her husband 
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vera sins in vhich she had indulged, so ^he remained in 
ihe room till all but Mr. Hake and Mr. Chapman had left, 
and then said, ' It was too bad to expose me before ail 
those people ! ' ' Dear sister/ answered Mr. Chapmaji, 
*I had not a thought of you when the Lord led me to the 
Subject of this evening; the Holy Spirit has no doubt 
been speaking to you,' This evidently was so. Very 
heavily had the case of the separated husband and wife 
been laid on Mr. Chapman's heart, and afterwards on 
Mr. Hake's, and many were the times they united in 
believing prayer For themi and the loving^ gentle ways in 
which the wife was encouraged to pour out her trouble, 
and was prayed with and counselled, could not have been 
surpassed. Mr. Chapman did not deal with the wrong 
of the husband ; he sought to point out and convince 
her of where she had erred, so that in humility and 
repentance for her pan in the evil she might take her 
right position before God, always assuring her that when 
she could through grace quite acqutesce in His will, and 
thank Him for chastening her, He would take up her 
cause and give her what had become the desire of her 
heart— re-union with her husband. 

'* Some months later Mr. Chapman, being in the 
Lord's service in the town where the husband lived, 
callied upon him^ and asked him to go for. a wa5k with 
him. In speaking of this afterwards, Mr. — said : ' The 
singular part of it was this, Mr. Chapman never said one 
word to me of my conduct, but in the presence of such a 
holy man I felt how base I had been.' He sought his 
wife, and each desiring forgiveness of the other, recon- 
ciliation and re-union followed j the dear husband with 
tears asked his children's pardon for his treatment of their 
mother, and she also confessed her share in the evil. 

" Some ytars after, Mr, Chapman conducted the service 
*rhien their three children were baptised, and both 
parents and children were on different occasions ha-v^^ 
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visitors to hiin. Greatly did he rejoice in having been a 
peacemakerr" 

The wisdom shown in dealing with this husband 
and wife characterised Mr. Chapman in dealing 
with difficulties in the Church. On one occasion, 
when he visited a town in Devon to seek to render 
help in some serious trouble in an assembly of God's 
children, he made no reference to the difficulties in 
the first meeting that was held, but dwelt much 
upon the calling and responsibility of the Church* 
He afterwards remarked that his aim had been to 
give special help in present troubles ; doubtless 
he had done so. 

Faith and TItanlcsclvlnf. 

For the supply of temporal necessities, Mr. 
Chapman looked to God alone. In this respect. 
atsOj his life was a life of faith in God, Whatever 
he possessed he gave away, and whatever came to 
him he used for the L.ordt meeting, of course, the 
expenses of his own house, which was generally 
pretly full of visitors. On one occasion, when a 
sum of money came by post, he took ft, as it wasj 
to an aged servant of Christ who had long been an 
earnest evangelist, and was dependent upon the 
Lord for himself and his family, all being in feeble 
health. 

Mr. Chapman has been known to go to the 
railway station with the assured conviction that 
God u'OLiId have him take a journey, and on the 
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way, or at the station, has received the motiey 
needed for the ticket, though the one who gave it 
knew not that his purse was empty. Various 
incidents of this kind are told, and his experience 
of God's care rnust have been great in his many 
journeyings ; but the only ones of which I have 
details are the following. The first has been 
narrated to me by Mr. W. Marriott, who heard it 
from Mr. Hake, and the second by Mr. G. Fisher, 
who, for a time, rendered help to Mr. Chapman;, 
and accompanied him when travelling". 

Many years ago Mr Chapman and Mr. Hake^ 
were on a visit to South Devon, and, as usual, 
they had very little money. Before the time 
for their return to Barnstaple Mr, Hake handed 
Mr. Chapman his railway fare, retaining his own. 
Knowing his loving readiness to impart to others, 
he asked him more than once if he had the 
money all right, but only received the reply, "Our 
Father knows all about it." On the ^vay to the 
station Mr. Hake again asked about it, and, witli 
some hesitation, Mr. Chapman confessed that he 
had been to see Sister B— — , who, being ill, was 
in need of some little luxury, and he had given 
her what money he had to procure it. Mr. Hake 
said, " I expected you would be doing some- 
thing of that kind ; what are you going to 
do ? " He received the same reply, " Our Fatlief 
knows all about tt" Just before the train drew 
up a friend came hurrying to the statiOR^ mA, 
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expressing regret for being late, said, " Here's a 
guinea for you, Mr. Chapman^ and one for you, 
Mr. Hake." Mr. Hake said he felt greatly ashamed 
to think that Mr. Chapman had so much more 
faith than himself. 

On one occasion, when Mr. Chapman and 
Mr. Fisher were leaving Leominster, neither of 
them had any money. Mr, Chapman had received 
some money while there^ but had given it to a 
needy brother in the meeting". They walked to the 
station, and on the way Mr. Fisher said, " I have 
no money."' Mr. Chapman with his usual calmness 
answered, "To whom does the money belong, 
and the cattle upon a thousand hills?" When they 
reached the station a gentleman got out of a train, 
gave Mr. Chapman a five-pound note, saying, " I 
have had this in my pocket for you for some time, 
and am glad to meet you," and got in again. Mr. 
Chapman said to his companion, " Dear brother, 
will you take the tickets?" and, after a time, said 
again, "To whom does the money belong?" 

The "spirit of faith" always leads to thanksgiving, 
and those who had but little acquaintance with Mr. 
Chapman must have heard him affirm that thanks- 
giving should be the constant business of the child 
of God» Often did he ask the questions, Do you 
count up your mercies? Do your thanksgivings keep 
pace with them ? On one occasionj at a meeting of 
a few believers, after he had dwelt upon Epheslans 
V, ig, 20, a spiritually-minded sister saidj^ "I do 
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give thanks ; but why am 1 not always singing and 
making melody in my heart to the Lord ? " The 
answer was, " If I be not giving thanks always for 
all things to God and the Father in the name of 
our Lord Jesus Christj, the cause must be that I 
have some little concern of my own in a corner." 
By this he meant that if we walk in true fellowship 
with the Father and the Son, by the Spirit, and 
recognise that all our matters are ordered by our 
Heavenly Father in perfect wisdom and love, we 
must be giving thanks ; but if we treat our matters 
simply as cur otvn, seek to deal with them by our 
Own wisdom, have regard to their results only as 
they concern ourselves, and fail to bring God into 
them all, in the spirit of faith, with the assurance 
that He controls them for His own glory and our 
truest blessing, our harp will soon be hung on 
the willows. 

Having proved the reality of trusting God 
himself, Mr. Chapman was able to encourage others 
to do the samcj and no one could more earnestly 
have pressed the truth that it is not only those 
whom God leads to give themselvte entirely to the 
ministry of the Word and the care of His people 
who have occasion for the exercise of constant 
faith in Him, Ail God's children are called to 
walk by faith, and faith is needed to deal aright 
with property or business, or to fill any position in 
a manner worthy of Cbrist. We can only carry 
out the Lord's exhortation, "Seek ye first. 
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kingdom of God and His righteousness," as we 
truly receive the promise that follows, " And aH 
these things [which, He had just said, your heavenly 
Father knoweth that ye have need of] shall be 
added unto you." One great object — it may be 
said ihe great object — of Mr. Chapman's ministry, 
public and private, was to encourage a»d strtngthen 
faitk, and to show the foUy as well as the sin of 
unbelief. He was told of a sister in Scotland who 
had once been in "easier circumstances," but having 
used her all in the service of Christ, said she 
had now nothing to look to but t!ie Living God. 
Mr. Chapman calmly replied, " Tell that sister from 
me that I would not give up that but for all the 
gold in the Bank of England,'* 

8«t Days and Clrcumttancu. 

We often speak of the difficulties of the times, 
and with truth; but Mr. Chapman insisted that 
tlie present times are the very best for us, and 
that as our lot is cast in them there is abundant 
grace to enable us to fully please G(xl, In the 
closing years of his life he would often say that 
these were his best days \ he had prayed that his 
last days might be his best, and God had made 
them so. The mention of " best days " brings to 
mind Mr. Chapman's words about the best circum- 
stances for the believer : 

" T^se are my biU drcumitanus that btsl nrve to try 
faishy Mp hHmiUi}\ an4 ikfik sfff-wiU."* 
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With this a few of his utterances with regard 
to trials may be given i 

" It is the greatest misfoTtune that can bappen to a 
child of God to have no trials. Trials are sent to lead 
to the Word of God, and entire dependence upon Him. 

'MVhy did Christ suffer being tempted? Was it not 
that He might be able to sympathise? What practice 
would there be for the skill of the able physician if he 
settled down where there was no disease? 

" If you have no trials, how can you comfort others with 
the comfort wherewith you yourself are comforted of God? 

" Take out of life the bitterness of unbelieving fears, 
the bitterness of mortified pride, and the bitterness of 
disappointed self-will, and there will be very little left 
that is not sweet." 

Quoting such words naturally leads to the 
mention of the little book called C/ioice Sayings — 
known by many, and greatly valued, It has been 
translated into French and German, and one of the 
Indian languages. C. Spur^jeon, who was always 
a lover of Robert Chapman, remarked on seeing 
this little volume, "The gold of that land is good^* 
quoting Genesis ii. 12. It need scarcely be said 
that its title was not given by himself ; indeed he 
would not recognise the book for a long while, until 
Mr. Hake said that, as these sayings went forth 
as Ms words, he ought to read them, and, if he 
deemed it needful, revise them. The sisters in 
Christ who enriched many by jotting down these 
weighty words from his public ministry have long 
been with Christ, but their service remains, A 
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volume of ckoict deeds might easily be compiled if 
even all still remaining who have known our beloved 
brother were to tell what they know ; but for the 
full knowledge of them we must await the judgment- 
seat of Christ, when the g-ood works that are not 
manifest now will no longer be hid, and God will 
be truly glorified by all that His grace has wrought 
here below. 

Viilt9 to 5paln. 

One special and continuous subject of prayer with 
Mr. Chapman was the spread of the Gospel in aU 
lands, and visits to New Buildings were paid by 
servants of Christ from many countries ; but in the 
Lord's work in Spain he took special interest 
Accompanied by two brethren (Mr. Pick and Mr. 
Handcock, of Barnstaple), he had visited it in 
I83S, when it was fast closed against the Word of 
God, and journeyed from place to place, speaking 
of Christ as God gave opportunity, and praying that 
God would yet open Spain to the Gospel. In 1863 
he had the joy of guiding into that land Mr. 
Gould and Mr. G. Lawrence, whom he left there. 
Concerning Mr. Chapman's Jirsi visit to Spain, Mr. 
Henry Payne, who, through hearing Mr. Chapman 
speak of that country, had his heart drawn to it 
from his youth, and went there to labour in the 
Gospel in 1869, writes as follows in his Spanish 
paper, El Evangelisia : 

" When. Mr. Chapman deterinined to visit Spain, his 
relatives and friends used all their efforts to dissuade 
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him from such a course, for at that time Roman Catholic 
unity was established by law, and they feared for his life 
if he veaitured to proclaim the Gospel in the land of the 
Inquisition, when the power was in the hands of the 
clergy. But nothing moved him from his purpose. He 
told his friends that he counted on God for help in all 
circumstances, that he was persuaded it was the will 
of the Lord that he should go ; and even if an assassin 
took his life, though the act would be a violent one, 
it would, nevertheless, give him entrance to his Father's 
home above. 

**He travelled through the country, generally on 
foot, in order to have better opportunities for speaking 
to persons alone. He found the people, as a rule, 
ready to listen to him whwi no one was near to over- 
hear what was being said. Even then the people 
hated the ctei^, but fear caused them to be exceedingly 
reserved. No doubt Mr. Chapman's countenance, which 
revealed his kindness of heart, was a great help to 
him in securing the ear of the people. He told me 
that one day when h* was seated in a diligence m 
Spain, though he had not opened his Hps, a man and 
a woman began to quarrel furiously in French, and at 
last the woman said, 'I affirm that I am as innocent 
of that of which you accuse me as is that holy man 
of God sitting in the corner, who anyone can see is 
going straight to heaven '." 

An incident related by Mr. E. H. Glenny in 
North Africa is worthy of record. Though it is 
not quite clear which visit is referred to, the time 
would indicate that of 1863. A gentteman, who 
was in Spain as a pioneer representative of a 
missionary society, when going in a diligence to 
the city of Seville, found himself seated by an 
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elderly gentleman who quietly commenced to 
read his Bible. What followed is related In 
his own words : 

"I soon introduced myself, and quickly found that we 
were on the same errand. And as I had travelled far and 
wide in many lands, I proffered my services as travelling 
companion. Mr. Chapman at once expressed his thanks 
and handed me his purse ; this greatly took me by 
surprise, and 1 thought I was in the company of a very 
good man, but a little ' touched in his upper storey. On 
cur arrival in Seville, we were surrounded by a crowd, 
and a man demanded money to convey our luggage to the 
hotel. This was provided for in the funds already paid, 
so 1 stoutly resisted the imposition. In the midst of the 
altercation I felt a hand gently tapping me on the 
shoulder, and, as I turned, Mr. Chapman said, ' Pay the 
man the money." Hotly I replied, * Indeed, Mr. Chapman, 
I shall not Here is your purse, and you can do as you 
like, but 1 won't be taken in like that." Never shall I 
forget the scene which followed. Quickly taking from 
his purse the amount demanded, Mr. Chapman took the 
man's hand in his, and, as he placed the money in it, told 
him he was quite aware that it was an impositipn, but 
that he had come to his country to tell the glad ddings 
of salvation, that ' God so loved the world that He 
gave His only begotten Son*. The money must have 
burned in the man's hand as he stood there and listened 
lo the Gospel story, 

"A great change already began to pass through my mind 
as to the one who was my travelling companion, and 
instead of feeling my own importance as a great and accom- 
pUshed traveller, I felt more as a child compared with him. 

"After tea, Mr. Chapman asked if I would like a walk, 
to which I readily assented, and we spent some time 
together in passing from one part of the city to another. 
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Presently, Mr. Chapman turned to me with the question, 
* Brother, do you know the way back to our hotel i** 
*Know my way back ! Why, no, Mr. Chapman; I have 
never been in this city before.' * Very well, then, let uS 
a5k God to guide us.' Instantly, and before I had time 
to exclaim (which I did), I found myself drawn to the 
entrance of a side street, and heard Mr. Chapman in 
prayer, telling the Lord that we were in this city as His 
servants, and asking Him to guide us to the hotel, and to 
give us an opportunity of speaking to someone about his 
soul. I was dumb. I knew nothing abotit this intimate 
intercourse and spirit of constant dependence upon God, 
and t just followed on. Presently, as wc went down the 
street, Mr. Chapman, who had been scanning the names 
over the shops, stopped, and said, *Thal is an English 
name j let us go in.' It was a bell-hanger's, and, as we 
enteredj a man in a paper cap came out from an inside 
room. Going towards him^ and holding out his hand, 
Mr. Chapman said, 'You are English?' 'Ves, that I 
am, and right glad I am to hear my mother tongue.' 
Mr. Chapman then said, ' W'e are here to preach the 
Gospel,' and asked the bell-hanger if he was converted, 
'This is the first time since I came into this country any 
One has asked me such a question, or cared anything 
about me. If that is your errand, you had better come 
inside.' I ftjlluwed, wondering what would come of it. 
Mr. Chapman's Bible was out at once, and soon a most 
Interesting conversation over the Scriptures was going on. 
The man was deeply in earnest, and prayer followed- 
Then, on rising from his knees, Mr. Chapman said, 'W'e 
are strangers in the city; will you kindly direct US to 

Hotel?* 'Direct you, sir; I'll go with you every 

«tep of the way/ was the ready response, and he did so, 
whilst I was; deeply impressed with the character of the 
man of God into whose presence and com [san ion ship I 
had SO' unexpectedly been brought." 
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The gentleman who related the above said that 
some years after, when he was in Seville againj, he 
sought out the bell-hanger, and found that, as the 
result of the interview described, he was truly 
converted^ and was seeking to serve God by living 
and preaching the Gospel. He speaks also of the 
indelible njarks Mr. Chapman had left behind him* 
Mr. Chapman himself once said that on his landing- 
in Spain some Government official recognised bim, 
and told him that he had been led to Christ through 
his speaking to him some years previously. His 
last visit to Spain was in 1871, when he wrote to 
Christians at Barnstaple : 

** Your prayers for me have been answered step by step 
in my journey, by inward comfort of the Spirit and by 
outward leadings of God. . . . My heart is full of joy to 
see what God has wrought^ and the tokens of yet greater 
things." 

With reference to a place at which Mr. Chapman 
stayed for a night, Mr, Lawrence wrote : 

" We were warned against speaVing to the landlord 
about our ' religion,' as he was such a Carlist. In the 
iTiorning Brother Chapman said to him, 'There is one 
thing which English and Spanish people need more than 
anything else.' 'What is that?' 'Peace with God/ 
Mr. C. replied. 'Have you tha± peace, my friend? I 
have had that peace through our Lord Jesus Christ for 
many years,' The man seemed astonished, and asked 
if we had any little books like those we gave away in 
the train, which he saw in the hands of some people. 
We soon supplied him," 
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Mr. Chapman left Barcelona January isth, 1872, 
and the next day wrote to the friends there from 
France : 

"How precious to us, beloved ones. all, is the remem- 
bmnce of your love. Truly our parting was at the 
mercy - seal. We send you * Jesus Christ, the same 
yesterday, and tn^day, and far evei'; 'Great High Priest'; 
*Great Shepherd of the sheep.' Both on the Spanish 
side of the border, and on the French, we had good 
opportunities. The Lord opened the mouth ; may He 
open the ear ! The French are wilHng to Usten, and do 
not seem hardened in inditTerence j at least, those we 
have met. Farewell. God bless the little ones I" 

Bodily ExerclM. 

It is well known that Mr. Chapman never saw 
visitors on Saturday, and until quite recently he 
did not take food on that day. Much of the day 
was spent in meditation and prayer ; but he also 
spent a good deal of it in his workshop, finding in 
exercise of body rest of mind. He was very expert 
in the use of the lathe, and, though he gave more 
time to it on Saturday, it was his habit to take this 
kind of exercise regularly, which, doubtless, con- 
tributed not a little to his usual good health, The 
workshop — It tee everything else with which he 
had to do — was kept very clean and orderly. He 
continued his habit of rising between three and 
four in the morning to give himself to prayer and 
meditation on the Word almost to the endj but 
latterly he needed rest at intervals during iVve. Aa^j , 
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Until quite recently Mr. Chapman's voice was 
heard in public, and occasionally his address waa 
given in full in a local paper, the editor of which 
highly esteemed him. At the Barnstaple annual 
meeting in June, 1901 — the last which he attended 
— he stood on his feet exactly one hour ; he gave 
out the opening hymn from the desk, and then 
prayed, read several portions of Sc^ipture^ and 
spoke with much vigour. When it was suggested 
to him that it would be wise not to go out in the 
evening, he said he could not remain away ; but he 
did not take any part 

Closing Dnya. 

On June 2, 1903, he rose as usual, but it was 
evident that he was poorly, and in the afternoon 
he fell with a slight stroke of paralysis, affecting 
the left side. From that time he was quite helpless, 
and was lovingly cared for by Mr. E, Pearce, who 
hadj first with his wife's assistance and then with that 
of bis sister^ long and faithfully ministered to htm. 

Mr. G. Hake, of Bideford> and Mr, G. Fisher, who 
had both been constant visitors, with readiness to 
render help, were much by his side, and took their 
turn m sitting with him ; and Mr. Wilson and Mr. 
Idenden kindly came some distance to minister to 
him. During most of the ten days he was very 
restless, and constantly desired to be moved^ but 
showed no impatience. He said to Mr. Pearce, " li 
you'll be pleased to give me a helping hand, you'll 
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do me good and yourself no harm." For al! atten- 
tion he was very grateful, and said his comfort was 
that he had a great Surety, Another expression 
was;, " Be of good cheer, for you shall see all this as 
it fs, in the glory and another, " Such kindness 
never was shown to a man whom I have long 
since named/ Good-for-nothEng ^" The following 
utterances, taken down by those who were at his 
side, tell how God's comforts delighted his soul 
(Fsalm xciv. 19) during these days of absolute 
helplessness as r^fards the body ; some of them 
were often repeated. 

" I often think the thought : The members of Christ 
will never come to the end of * It h finished'. We shall 
be learning from day to day more and more, but what we 
shal! come to will be the unsearcliableiiess of the work." 

In reply to, How are you ihia morning? he said, " God 
is dealing very tenderly, very lovingly with me." 

"I can lie quiet now by faith." 

" My times are in Thy hands." 

In prayer: "Heavenly Father, Thou knowest Thine 
aged servant's needs; Thou considerestj Thou pitiest." 

"Remember that, as you are a member of Christ, He 
i$ your wisdom." 

With reference to those gone before, he said : " They 
ue waiting for what is perfect and satisfying to God." 

"My heavenly Father is dealing well with me; but 
the question is. How am I dealing with Him?" 

Asked if in pain, he replied : " Oh, no, not in any pain ; 
but it has been so ordered that I should be made perfect 
in weakness." 

"Let the hand be Bill of love and diligence; it is 
worth something." 
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One said: "You are longing to go home." "Ves! 
but I am full of purpose to please God." 

" Did you ever find the wisdom of God make any 
mUtalte ? " 

"God forbid that I should glot7 save in the crn^s of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom the world is cruci5ed 
unto me, and I unto the world." (This was spoken 
slowly, deliberately, and with special emphasis on the 
leading words.] 

" Ohj how precious the Gift of God ! and to be 
brought into Hcs light and liberty ! " 

*' We have the whole heart of Christ. It is aU ours." 

A message of love being ^ven to him, he replied : 

" Dear Brother S has shown me deeds of lovej and 

now he has sent me words of love." 

" They shall be all taught of God-" 

"The worst thing on our part h unbelief." 

" * I believe God,* said Paul in the shipwreck ; and 
what beloved Paul says I am repeating continually." 

"Truly our fellowship is with the Father and with Hii 
Son Jesus Christ." 

"In the ijth of John we have our likeness to Christ" 

"The night is far spent, the day is at hand." (This 
Scripture was often repeated.) 

"We are taught to be one with Christ in death, burial, 
and resurrection." 

"Who is this that cometh up out of the wilderness 
leaning upon her Beloved ? " 

"Thou shall guide me with Thy counsel, and after- 
ward receive me to glory." 

"Thou art with me." 

" I shall sec Thee as Thou now art." 

"It is finished." (This he said many times.) 

" Of all the works of God, the deepest is the cross and 
resurrection." 

" * Vea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow 
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of death, Thou art with me, HI fear no eviT — but why? 
' Thou art with me ; Tiiy rod and Thy staff they comfort 
me ' — that is, Thy guidance and Thy strength." 

"The only wise God knows exactly what is my case, 
Knd is ordering it." 

"So He giveth His beloved sleep." To the question : 
"Are you His beloved?" he promptly answered, "Yes, 
certainly. And so are>iw#." 

"The work is finished; nothing to be added. I have 
finished the work Thou gavest me to do." (These words 
were said several times.) 

"That I may glorify Thee." 

"On the third day God did raise Christ." 

" EehoM the Lamb of God which taketh away the sin 
of the world." 

" Who shall lay anything to the charge of God's elect ? " 

"We have borne the image of the ^rsi Adamj we 
thail bear the image of the Last" 

"The dead in Christ shall rise first." 

"The knowledge of the Lord shall cover the earth as 
the waters cover the sea." 

" Made the righteousness of God in Christ." 

"He was made sin for us, Who knew no sin, that we 
might be made the righteousness of God in Him." 

" That we might be made—What ? ' The righteousness 
of God in Christ'." 

"We could not be made the righteousness of God in 
Christ without the Spirit of God dwelling in us." 

" \Ve have peace with God through our Xord Jesus 
Christ." 

"Whom He predestinated, them He also called— 
whom He justified, them He also glorified." 

"God grant us to be Strengthened with might in the 
inner man." 

"And to wait for His Son from heaven." 

"No rest but in Christ Jesus." 
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"We know not yet what we shall be, but we know 
that when He shall appear we shall be like Him, for 
we shall see Him as He now is." (This was the most 
firequent of all his utterances during his illness. He 
placed special emphasis on the word imffw, and usually 
added the word now.) 

Some of his words in prayer were ; 
"Accept thanks for our great High Priest." 
" Oh, heavenly Father, great is Thy loving kindness, 
and Thy care for me." 

" Oh, heavenly Father, in the smallest matters, help ! " 

Mr. Chapman vfas, of course, quite unable to be 
at the annual meeting at Barnstaple, June iith, 
from which, it was said, he had not been absent for 
seventy years, except in 1871, when he was in 
Spain ; but his state of feebleness ^ave a special 
tone to it, and there was much thanks^ving and 
prayer for him. The clearness of his mind on the 
things of God, even to the end, may be judged by 
the following words, spoken thai very day and 
repeated at the meeting. When Mr, Pearcc, refer- 
ring to I John iii. 2, said, " Dear Mr. Chapman, do 
you long to go home to see Kim ? " he replied, " I 
bow to the sovereignty of God my heavenly Father; 
I have no will but His"; and added, " We know 
that God is love, and if, with love of which there is 
no measure, there be conjoined wisdom which makes 
no mistakes, what becomes us, His children, but to 
be full of thankfulness." 

On June 1 2U1 serious symptoms manifested 
themselves, and about S.50 that evening this be- 
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loved servant of Christ entered into his rest, 
to await with Him the blissful moment when the 
bod>^ itself shall be raised, and he shall in every 
sense be conformed to the Lord whom he so faith- 
fully served. In his own words : 

" The spirit from its hou&e of clay 
Is fled, and dwelts with Thee ; 
Both what U gone and what remains 
Were ransomed on the tree." 

The foliowing words fell from his Hps after 
7 o'clock on the evening of his departure : 

" ' Out fellowship is with the Father and with His Soft 
Jesus Christ.' In my advanced years 1 am happy in 
God." 

"I have peace with God." 

" The peace of God, which passelh all understanding, 
shall keep your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus/' 
"Peace within and rest." 

*'Whom He justified, them He also glorified." 
*' That we might be made the righteousness of God in 
Christ Jesus." 

" The p^Lce of God that passelh all understanding . . 

This — at 8.20 — was his Last utterance. Thus the 
end was in beautiful harmony with the whole life, 
and a fuKitment of the promise, which, when quoted 
to him that very day, he with energy finished, 
" Thou wilt keep him in perfut peace, whose mind 
is stayed on Thee, because he trusUih in Thee." 

If we would characterise Robert Chapman in a 
sentence, surely we should say, He was a man *f 
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faith/* He was a man of prayer &tcause he was a 
man of faith. "Unbelief lightly esteems both our 
own prayers and those of others/' while faith sees 
thai ** it is a high place that is given to the prayers 
of saints." Faith accepts the testimony of God, 
both concerning ourselves and concerning Himselt 
Faith apprehends Christ as the Saviour of the lost, 
and as the One In whom we have acceptance before 
God. Faith thus enters into the reality of things 
unseen^and, reaching on to what God has prepared 
for His own, makes us pilgrims and strangers bene. 
Above all, faith takes hold of God Himself, and 
leads to a walk with Him — a life moulded by 
diligent and prayerful meditation in the Holy 
Scriptures, such as is portrayed in Psalm i. 

This is not an age of faith. But as on the darkest 
night the few stars that shine may be even more 
conspicuous, so, thank God, in these days of feeble 
faith He still has His witnesses to the fact that He 
is the living God, and that the faith which lays hold 
of Him as such can lift men above the pursuit of 
wealth or fame> and enable them to walk with Htm 
In true humility, as becometh those who " look for 
new heavens and a new earth, wherein dwelleth 
righteousness," prixing the opportunity given for 
service amidst present difficulties, and rejoicing in 
the promise that " His servants shall serve Him, 
and they shall see His face, and His Name shall be 
in their foreheads." 

Prominent amongst such was Robert Chapman, 
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and we cannot but feel the loss of one who had a 
heart for every burden, sympathy for any one in 
sorrow ; whose life was given to the service of Christ 
in Hfs members, and to constant intercession on 
their behalf. But our comfort is that, whoever may 
be taken, "Jesus Christ [abides] the same, yesterday^ 
and to-day, and for ever." Let us profit, too, by 
the example of Elisha. who, when he smote the 
waters, said not, " Where is Elijah ? " but, " Where 
is tAt Lord God of Elijah ? " and his faith was 
honoured The Lord knows the need of His 
people, and is able to supply it ; they who set 
their hope in God and cleave to His Word will 
never be ashamed. 

For him who has been taken we rejoice, because 
the "far better" portion is his. Though, to a man 
whose fellowship with God had been growing for 
nearly fourscore years, the change was more one 
of locaUty and surrounding's than of heart and mind, 
yet it must have been very real. He now enjoys 
m fuller measure that communion with the Lord 
which he so prized ; all feebleness and suffering are 
for him thtng-s of the past, and the worship he 
^oved to render to God his Father and to Christ his 
Lord will never be interrupted. In faith and love 
he "walked with God" here, and God has taken 
him to continue that waEk in a hig^her sphere. And 
while, on the one hand, God's holy Paradise is 
enriched by the reception of such a worshipper, on 
the other hand, we can say of him what cannot he. 



no Robert CIe3.ver Chapmaa 



said of the holiest on earth, that sin no longer 
troubles him, and that Satan can no longer assault 
hina. As he htmself expres.sed it: 

" No guilt can there benumb Che soul, 
Escaped from Satan's wiles ; 
Atoning blood perfumeft tha.t place, 
And nothing there defiles; 

Ceaseless my new and lioty song. 
And sung with heaven-born skill, 

Of Christ the Lamb that soon shall be 
Enthroned on Zion's hill." 

Thus, in deeper communion and untiring worship, 
he still waits, waits Ofttk the Lotd, in fuller 
intelligence and with more ardent anticipation than 
he knew here — though not, it may be, with more 
assurance — for the fulfilment of his expectation 
that— 

"Jesus at His appointed hour 
In glory shall appear; 
Then, fashioned by His mighty hand, 
We shall His image bear." 

And not for this alone ; but everk as Christ is 
expecting till His enemies are made His footstool, 
so those with Him arc waiting in holy fellowship 
for the kingdom of the world to become the King- 
dom of our Lord, and of His Christ, who shall reign 
for ever and ever. Seeing, moreover^ that^ — as Mr, 
Chapman often reminded us — the Millennial 
Kingdom of Christ is to the Eternal State but a$ 
the porch to the building, we may rest assured 
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that those above, in their joyful looking onward^ 
do not stop short of Che time when " He that 
sitteth upon the Throne " will say, " Behold, I 
make all things new/' and when, in the fullest 
sense, the Lord who died on Calvary "shall see of 
the travail of His soul and shall be satisfied." 

May this brief sketch of Robert Chapman 
(whose life, as already said, no one can write) 
and his own words^ both in the preceding and 
the following pages, minister to the faith and 
hope of many ! May we be followers of him as he 
followed Christ, and know more of his experience, 
as expressed in the following verses! 

" No more we seek a resting-place 
■^Vhere thorns and briers grow ; 
No Eden now is found on earth. 
But sin euid every woe. 

Faith sees the Paradise of God, 

The better heavenly land ; 
That holy city faith espies, 
Not built by human hand. 

O earth t we only ask of thee, 
When saints in Jesus sleep, 
A grave which, till the Bricltgrotm come, 
Our brethren's dust shall keep. 

We asli thee no inheritance, 
For we are pilgrims here ; 
Our God new heavens and earth shall make — 
Our Father's house is there. 
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Burial In BaniAtaple Cemetery, 
June 17th, ii[ioa. 

It was only natural that Christians should 
assemble from all the neighbourhood at the burial 
of one who was so highly esteemed, and who, 
ra fulfilling the charge to "feed the flock of God," 
had been the helper of so many ; but from distant 
places also — even as far as Dublin — sert^ants of 
Christ had journeyed to be present A large 
number of the inhabitants of Barnstaple^ besides 
those accustomed to worship at Grosvenor Street, 
in like manner gave expression to their respect for 
one who had lived such a lowly life of godliness 
amongst them longer than almost any of them 
could remember. 

As many as could find a p^ace in the good-sized 
meeting-room — where Mr. Chapman's presence had 
been familiar from the time of its erection — ^joined 
in praise for God's grace to His beloved servant^ 
and for the gift of him to the Church for so long ; 
and some of his own hymns were sung, expressive of 
that hope which was so dear to him. Of the many 
present who might with profit have taken part, few 
only could do so in the allotted time; but words were 
spoken as to his being a man of the first psalm, 
and as to the simplicity of his walk with God, the 
faithfulness of his testimony, and the constancy of 
his intercession. 

Not a few, however, were able to render the last 
service of carrying the body from the house to the 
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meeting - room, and then some distance to the 
cemetery. About eighty brethren — six at a time — 
esteemed it a privilege to bear the precious burden 
to its final earthly resting-place. 

At the grave believers were reminded of Mr. 
Chapman's love to the Scriptures and confidence 
in them, and an earnest appeal was made to any of 
that large company who had not received Christ. 
Dr. Henry Soltau also spoke specially to the 
many children present, as one who had himself, 
when a child, been commended to God by Mr. 
Chapman, and had also known him and been 
helped by him from his earliest years. With 
further thanksgiving and prayer, and some hope- 
inspiring words from i Cor. xv., the body was 
committed to the dust to await the blessed 
moment of resurrection glory. 

It may be of interest to mention that Mr. 
Chapman was buried in the grave in which the 
remains of Miss Paget were laid forty years ago. 
By the rules of the Board that grave might have 
been appropriated and used for a second burial 
after the lapse of twenty-one years ; but without 
ePTort on the part of those interested^ it had been 
preserved for its present occupant. 

Some of Mr. Chapman's beautiful verses, which 
follow, will form a fitting conclusion to the first 
part of this little volume. They may have been 
suggested by the expression of the desire of a 
servant of Christ, who fell asleep many years ago 
U 
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in North Devon, that his name, which was written 
in heaven, might not be engraved on any tomb- 
stone- The lines will find a response in the hearts 
of those who, knowing " redemption through His 
blood, the forgiveness of sins," are rejoicing in hope 
of that " redemption of our body " which the Lord 
by His power will soon bring to pass. 

The Pllerima^e Finished. 

Beloved X why garnish the tombs of your dead? 

Why grave ye the name on the stone ? 
Behold how the traveller rests in hi,s bed, 
His pilgrimage finished, right well has he .sped,, 

To Jesus the spirit is gone ! 

The finger of Mercy has written each name 

In durable letters of blood ; 
Go, read it by faith in the Book of the Lamb, 
The record for ever and ever the same:, 

Laid up in the bosom of God J 

Companions depart in the watches of night, 

To meet us at dawning of day ; 
The Bridegroom is coming with power and might, 
The ashes are ransomed and dear in His sight ; 

Then why at the tomb will ye stay? 

Once Jesus could weep~He forbids not the tear 

At winding the clay in the shroud ; 
Yet speaks from His throne to the circumcised ear. 
Reminds us how quickly the Lord shall appear, 
And points to the bow in the cloud I 
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Oh, what a welcome from the friends of yeara, 
Dear, aged Father-brother, thou wouldst have 
Within the gates of pearl ! The golden street 
WouJd £cho and re-echo with their song — 
"Ten thousand welcomes, aged pilgrim, home!"^ 
For nigh a century thine arms and heart 
Were opened wide to welcome every saint 
Who loved the name of Jesus Christ thy Lord. 
Those whom tA/}u didst embrace, embraa thee now. 
And many more besides, for in that home 
Love beams in every eye and litis each heart ! 
And He whose welcome would them all excel — 
The Guard and Guide of all thy pilgrim days, 
Whom thou didst pray : " Leave me not hag to ro^m 
An exile from my home," hath given thee place 
In His own presence ; rest and joy complete ! 
We view thy life, the distant and the near : 
What hast thou wrought ? — Two pillars lowering high 
Are left as landmarts in thy history ; 
One, "God is light," the other, "God is love," 
Thy lip and life togtther testified 
God's " RiGHTigOUSNESS " and " LOVE " In hafmony. 
His Word was deeply pondered in thy heart- 
Esteemed more necessary than thy food ; 
Pondered to bt obeyed: and thus God's peace 
Kept calm thy heart, and showed upon thy face 
'Mid many a slorm; till, with thy latest breath, 
" Peace paa&ing understanding, God's own peace," 
Told out the unnifHed peace which dwelt within ! 

"5 
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The Church — -yea^ ail the world — is poorer now ! 
How we shall miss thee at the mercy-seat ! 
Thy constant intercession, mom and eve, 
WiU rise far us no more ! Yet, God he praised, 
Christ ever lives" for us to intercede! 
Thus, one by one, the great and good depart, 
The longest earthly life finds here an end ; 
(An end which but iegins the bliss of those 
Who trust in Jesus' blood and righteousness ;) 
But Christ, ihe "First ard Last," for aye remains. 

W. M. T>. 

Home Reached at Laat. 

Thy Lord's sweet call obey— 
Go, brother, go ! 

He did thy ransom pay ; 

Waiting thou long hadst beed. 

Feeding on pastures green ; 

Now to the long-loved scene- 
Go, brother, go ! 

Love bound our souls in One- 
Love from the throne 1 

Still, still that love flows on ; 

Now with Himself to dwell, 

Whose grace thou long didst tell. 

As aji overflowing well — 
Jesus alone ! 

Long life was thine to know, 

Yet quickly past ! 
Bright the declining glow ; 
Meet for the glory band, 
Ripe for the heavenly land, 
Rtst / 'tis thy Lord's command — 

Home^ home at last f 

ALBERT HIDLANE. 



Select Extracts and Sayings. 



Over sixty years ago someone said, " Robert 
Chapman is always dropping pearls wherever he 
goes." A few of such pearls are given in following 
pages ; but a further brief statement of his own 
experience, ai carefally written by himself after he 
was ninety, may be acceptable. 

For some years in early youth I diligently sought 
eternal life by the works of the law, works proceeding 
from myself, hoping that by God's mercy in Christ I 
might be saved. Accordmg to Romans vii. 9, "I was 
alive without the law once but when the Spirit of God 
reveaEed to me the holiness of God and the g!orious 
rigour of His justice, I discovered that, whatever my 
righteousness was between myself and my neighbour, 
I was, as between myself and God, utterly destitute of 
hohness or righteousness. 

Thus reduced to beggary, and having nothing to call 
my own but sin and its wages, which is death, I took ray 
place according to i Samuel ii. S — which verse the Spirit 
of God has been engraving upon my heart with deeper 
and yet deeper assurance of its truth — "He raiseth up 
the poor out of the dust, and lifteth up the beggar from 
the dunghillj to set them among princes, and to make 
them inherit the throne of glory." 

Through the Great High Priest I am enabled, by the 
teaching of the indwelling Spirit of God, to know ^.Vai. 
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my worship and service are well-pTeasiitg to God, who 
hides from His holy eyes my imperfeclians, while He 
leveals them to mine. Thus I cannot but reckon myself 
to be less than the least o( all saints, and chief of sinners. 

I am ready at any moment to depart and to be with 
Christ; but, according to the good pleasure of God, 
willing to tarry here awhile to be doing good to all men, 
specially to the household of faith. 

My heart inclines more and more to depart and to be 
present with the Lord ; but I am more and more happy 
in being here- 

The following, selected from Mr. Chapman's 
Meditations, give a little gHmpse of his experience 
when comparatively young : — 

It is by g;race I differ from those whom the god of 
this world has blinded, lest the light should shine into 
their hearts. Once I, with the rest, was his slave, his 
faithful servant, his captive. I hugged my chains ! I 
would not^could not — hear the voice of Jesiis ! 

But Thou, Lord, didst teach me by Thy strong hand. 
Gentle and gracious was the still, small whisper of Thy 
lovel and yet mighty! for it broke my bonds and melted 
my heart ! The lawful captive was deiiveredi and the 
prey of the mighty and terrible taten from him. 

How glorious the revelation of 'I'hy Spirit 1 When He 
declares Thy name to niOumerS Thy crOsS becomes their 
joy and salvation. And shall they not sing and be glad, 
and take their harps from the willows i* 

How much of the proud Pharisee cleaves to me still, 
who washes the outside of the cup and the platter, 
heedless of that which is within ! 

Thou knowest, Lord, I hate with perfect hatred this- 
host of inward foes ; they rise up against Thee, and 1 
cou/it them both Thine enemies ajid mine. Chiefly, 
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Lord, I hate and dread the pride and spiritual wictedness 
of the flesh, its worship, faith, repentance, pmyers» and 
praises. 

The entrance of Thy words, my Lord and Saviour, 
giveth tight ; Thou art the Sun of Righteousness, and 
wherefore this ? Because Thou art the Lamb of God. 
Thy blood speaks peace, pui^ng the conscience. 

In Thy blood of redemption am I justified ; Thou 
dost present me in Thyself. For ever am I accepted 
before God, Thyself my robe of righteousness. 

In vain I sought my guiltiness to bide, 

>Vhile I was blind and void of holy fear ; 

I hewed out broken cisterns ; had no ear 
For truth that makes man free. I walked in pride ; 
My wisdom scorned the Christ once crucified, 

TTie Saviour piercfed with the soldier's spear. 

My life was only death j yet I could sneer 
At Jesus' name, and Jesus' grace deride. 

Now, O my God, I enter into rest, 

Led by Thy Spirit to ihe spotless Lamb, 

In whom I glory, smiting on my breast : 
Thy Son for men a sacrifice became 

Of savour sweet, and I, in Jesus blest, 

My God and Father, praise Tliy holy name. 

By grace teach me to purify myself from all filtbiness 
of the flesh and spirit, and to walk in white with Thee, 
that so Thine image may be seen in me; and what 
though the world hate and revile? all is well if Thou 
commend and bless. 

Thou, Lord, art my joy and heaven ; and here in ray 
pilgrimage I am a stranger and sojourner with Thee. 
My soul followeth hard after Thee, allured by Thy beauty 
and excellency, O Lord Jesus, who art altogether glorious, 
altogether lovely. 
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Here a sojourner, happy am I, for Thou art my 
(JOrtion, O Lord ; I am glad in heart, for I dwell within 
the veil. I rest in Thee who sittest, Prince of Peace, 
upon Thy priestly throne, showing Thyself there for Thy 
Church's admiration and praise. 

To rne to live is Christ, and to die is gain j for to 
depart and be with Christ is far better, in the balances of 
my love and admiration of Thee, than to abide On earth. 
But patience and submission whisper in mine ear that 
waiting my Lord's time is His will and best for His gloiy. 
I know. Lord, Thou dost commend ray lengiag, as also 
ray patient waiting— hoth. Thine own work within me. 

Lord I I wait for the time — I wait for it more than 
they that watch for the morning — when I shall behold 
Thee face to face ! 1 long for Thy glorious appearing ; 
but my wailing is patient, for Thou art indeed swift to 
succour mc 

Salvation and HappJneas. 

The natural man tumg his back upon God ; yet it is 
not only impossible for man to be happy without God, 
but (I say it with reverence) God Hlm,self cannot make 
lis happy save in Himself. 

The property of sin is to blind the eye of the sinner to 
its guilt. 

The Blood of Christ to cleanse is available for every 
poor and needy one who stands self-condemned before 
God, 

By the infinite justice, greatness, holiness, and grace of 
God no poor sinner can be lost. Smntrs are as plenteous 
as stones ; poor sinners are as diamonds and rubies. 

No sinner who has weighed himself in God's balances, 
and has heartily and unreservedly come to self-condem- 
nation before God, can ever be lost. 

Our dependence is on the work of Christ for us, not 
the work of God in us. 
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If I look away from everything to Christ, that is a 
proof that 1 am born again. 

The scanty apprehension of the word JustificatioH lies 
at she root of all the evil in the Church of God ; right 
thoughts of justification sanctify our affections. 

Religious men, who are not bom again, have perhaps 
"o huml>h h&pt," but no ttrtainty of eternal life, and 
they charge us who trust in " Ji is finished" with pre- 
sumption. Ii is presumption for the child of Adam who 
has not learnt that the heart is desperately wicked to have 
any hope, and it kS presumption for the child of God to 
have any doubi. 

A Heavenly Cocisclence. 

When anyone obtains peace of conscience through 
Christ, it then becomes him to make pleasing God his 
great business. 

If there be a spot of guilt on the conscience it Spoils 
the heart for heavenly music. 

It is not a little matter for our consciences to be 
readily judging all self-will, and to see whence it comeS 
and how abominable it is to God. The natural 
conscience never sees the filthiness of pride ; we 
can only see it by the Spirit of God revealing Christ 
to us. If we walk in integrity before God, we do 
not resi in a conscience that does not accuse us, though 
we caffDot do without it. 

The Church of God cannot be reached with the truth 
for lack of a heavenly conscience. 

The heavenly conscience Is always judging thus : "Is 
this like Christ?" "Is the Lord in fellowship with me 
in this?" 

A believer who neglects the Scripturefh must certainly 
be a sufferer, going on in what is not like Christ, and 
thinking himself quite right. 

The heavenly conscience should judge in a. m.ciTOs:ps-, 
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not needing any consideration at all, just as the eye dis- 
cerns the light of day without effort or question. 

Keep your conscience as you keep youf eyesight, 
with great caxe. How we watch against the least 
speck of dus.t I 

I would have tny soul as a, looking-^lass in vhich God 
can see His Son. 

There may be a hardening of the conscience which 
makes it insensible to the guilt of siru 

The more lender in conscience 1 am, the more tender 
I am towards the faulty and weak ones. 

We should be the first to find fault with our own work, 
and the last to find fault with the work of others. 

" Death and life are in the power of the tongue"; we 
do more good or evil with our words than with anything. 

How best can we be under the power of unbelief? By 
talking to ourselves and bewailing iL How can we get 
rid of unbelief? Talk of it at the mercy-seat with the 
God of grace ; tell Him the worst ; tell Him the truth, 
just as it is. 

It is impossible for faith to be what it should be with- 
out the constant reading of the Word. 

Trial and Discipline. 

In my trials I often pray that when God does send 
delivering grace it may honour my faith and not rebuke 

my unbelief. 

There are perpetual fogs of unbelief rising up in the 
soul unless the beams of God's truth scatter them. 

Which do we most think of— getting out of thefamace 
or pleasing God in it? 

Faith always carries with it its title to be heard ; the 
perfect token of faith is that we speak to none but God. 

In any trial I always cut matters short if only 1 say, 
" Thott didst it." If in a little provocation we are ready 
to say, " Thou didst it," we shall never be rufHed. 
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The Lord "sat down to meat " (Luke vii, 36), and did 
not taVe offence at the way in which Simon treated Him. 
He was too great and too lowly to take offence. That 
should b€ our mind as those who are one with Christ ; 
love is "not provolced" 

There is great reason for the manifold ways in which 
we find ourselves tried, sharply and soretyj and often 
by continuous trial. I pray to be conformed to 
Chiistj and my flesh is full in itself of all evil in seed 
or root i there is not a sin that my flesh is not capable 
of if unrestrained — hence the need of discipline. 
Suppose I walk in integrity before God, I shall always 
find in myself that which can account for the heaviest 
discipline I may not know the partiatiar reason, 
but I can always find sufficient reason for any trials 
God may send me. 

Our greatest difficulties are not outside but inside. 
Did you ever see any iniquity of which yoj were not 
capable? The open iniquity of the worst is ag nothing 
compjired with the imquity which is shut up in the best- 
The sharpest conflict is in the soul of him whose life is 
ihe most blameless. Keep a spiral spring pressed down, 
it resists. It is. by resisting the flesh that we learn its 
guilt experimentally. 

The third heaven could not change the flesh (2 Cor. 
xii.). Id glory we shall need no thom ; now each one 
needs it in some way to help grace. We should 
where Paul ended: "My grace is sufficient for thee." 
We need ballast, and our obligations are according to 
the revelations we receive. Had not a thom been given 
to Paul he would have made one out of his pride. 

Philippians is an epistle of fellowship j the bane of 
fellowship is pride and self-will. Fhilippians H. 13 
means working out our salvation from all that is un- 
like Christ and like Satan, and "work out'^' means 
"accomplish thoroughly." 
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Conflict sad Obedlepce. 

Those who are called to the warfare of Ephesutns vi. 
are contending for obedience according to the tnind of 
Christ. The strife between ourselves and Satan h not 
about our tt'/ie. We contend for obedience without 
reserve, and communion and friendahip are Inseparable 
from the soul's obedience. The state of the Chorch 
shows that obedience without reserve has been set aside. 

The obedience of love to the Word is friendship with 
the Lord. If I obey I am a friend of the Lord's, and 
my heart is tender towards that heavenly Friend ; but 
Hts heart is much more tender towards me than mine is 
towards Him. His heart is more pained by my lack of 
friendship than I am by my failure. He has far more 
pleasure in my company than I have in His, 

It is very much now with the people of God as in 
Judges ii., when Israel made a league with the 
Canaanitesj they were not defeated, but they gave up 
the fight. The great fault with us is not that we are 
so low, but that we make a league with that which dis- 
pleases God, and we give up the conflict. 

Let us, each one for himself, seek to be what the 
whole Church should be; the Lord will own it in His 
day, and will value it the more, because there are so 
few to hold up oar hands. 

Every sunset should see me a more apt disciple at th& 
feet of Jesus. 

Full obedience toGod and to Christ will always bringtrial. 

The greatest success is being like Christ and pleasing 
God, and none can hinder this but oursellves. I am a 
blameless child, not because I succeed in my service, but 
because I am always aiming at pleasing God. 

Pilgrimx In the World. 

In the world we are pilgrims — in it, not it. As the 
iorij; and daughters of the first man we have ceased to be. 
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We are dead and buried, whatever the warfare within lo 
remind us of what we once were. Now we have cotne 
down, not Oniy from God's footstool, but from God's very 
bosom, where is our place with our ascended Lord, 
and whatever inducements we have to look for His 
coming, surely the chief is that we may know His 
unsearchable love in His sufferings unto death. 

Let us be thankful for the kind, tender, patient way of 
God in training us for glory. 

To be well-pleasing children we have nothing to do 
but to walk in fellowship with the Father and with His 
San, to walk in separation from the world, and, like 
Abraham, to pitch our tent outside and away from 
Sodom. 

The Lord always brought things of Eternity into Time ; 
He was Che Man of Eternity. 

Let each one see to it that he is doing his work in the 
corner of the vineyard where he is placed ; then it will be 
easy to go to any other comer of it, for we shall look 
upon the whole world as a foreign land. 

Let us fear the patronage of the world more than its 
persecutions. 

Chrtdt Equal with, yet Subject to, th« Father. 

" Ife made ffimsel/ of m reputation." The Son of 
God emptied Himself of the state in which He was not 
a servant, but God's equal. He had as the Son of God 
all the properties essential to Godhead and dominion 
over creation. While^He could never empty Himself 
of Godhead, in which He was equal with the Father, 
He could empty Himself of the state in which He was 
equal, and so having taken upon Him "the form of a 
servant," He iis now for ever subject to the Father. He 
never will, and never can, return to the state of being 
simply God^s equal. He is eternally co-equal and 
eternally subject to the Father. In i Corinthians 
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28 we read: "Then shall the Son also Himself be 
subject/' and in Revelation, "The throne of God and 
of the Lamb." He is for ever the Shepherd and for ever 
the Lamb, and it is the lowly or little Lamb, the 
diminutive being used. There is an iniiiniieness in 
the lowliness of the blessed Lamb, and He is now at 
the utmost of His lowliness. Satan took upon him- 
self the form of a master, being created a servant ; 
instead of serving in obedience he would be lord, and 
"the condemnation of the devir' is in his self-will; he 
chose to lake to himself what belonged only to God. 

What a rebuke to the devil the exaltation of the Son 
of God will be to all eternity — a mirror in which to see 
his own folly 1 

Acquaintance with the Cross of Christ brings me to 
nothing. Let any thought of self-exaltation be to me s& 
a serpent; I have nothing to do but to kill it. 

Depths und Sbaltows. 

Do not " the deep things of God " (i Cor. ii.) stand in 
contrast to what We read of in Rum. i. 19, 20, which we 
may call the skaNows of God ? It is the shallowest 
things of these shallows that "the princes of this world " 
spend their lives upon — the things of creation; the 
depths of God are the secrets of His bosom, the nature 
and the ways of Christ ; of these they know nothing. 

The work of redemption is infinitely more glorious 
than that of creation. 

It is only through redemption that we can know creation. 
All ihe mysteries of creation will be explained in the 
new creation; not till then. 

Nothing that God has created can ever cease to be ; 
there is no warrant to suppose this. 

Whoever wrote such a book of Natural History as 
PsaJiii civ., or Astronomy as Psalms viii. and six. ? 
" B)es5ed are tlie pure in heart, for they shall see God " 
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—see Him in everything. I never had such delight in 
the world that God has made as I have now, nor such 
fellowship of spirit in Et with Him who said, "Consider 
the lilies." 

All the speakers in the Book of Job, including God 
Himself, take for granted all the things that are now 
called in question by man. 

It is not a little matter for young disciples of Christ to 
learn that they are more in danger from the men that are 
called philosophers than from any other set of enemies, 
except those we have within. Next to them come the 
religious men ; but the first of our enemies are the wise 
m^n. They are our greatest enemies, because^ as a 
whole, the Church of God has not learned to see how 
low and shallow they are. 

Serving the Lord. 

The Loid Jesus always finds service for willing hearts 
and willing hands ; Let us desire only that service for 
which He has fitted us. 

It is a mark of steady progress in Che ways of God 
when a servant of Christ, like his Master, makes no 
choice of service, seeking only to please his Lord. 

If by walking before God we rise above the praise of 
men, we shall not be vexed or disappointed by their 
disapproval and blame. 

He that is humble, and ever desiring to serre others, 
will surely find others desiring to serve him. 

The joy and triumph of faith are only to be found in 
the way of unreserved consecration of ourselves to God 
and diligent service to Christ. 

Though God marks that which is wrong in His 
servants, notwithstanding all their faithfulness, He never 
forgets that which is right in them, notwithstanding all 
their imperfections. 
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Qod'fl Dealioes with Israel. 

1 find my faith increased by looking at God's dealings 
with Israel. 

I rejoice in hope of the fulfilling of the promise, They 
shall look on Him whom they pierced and moum. 
Israel — chief in rejecting Christ— will by-and-by be the 
Ismel of Godf the chief witness in the earth for Him 
whom their forefathers rejected. 

I ponder the unbelief of Israel, the seed of Abraham^ 
Thy friend ; and look onward^ with loving hope^ to the 
morning without clouds — to the day when Israel shall 
say, " Lo ! this is our God ; we have waited for Him " ; 
and Thou shalt say, " Rise up, my love, my fair onCj and 
come away." How long, Lord? Thou wilt hasten it in 
Thy time. 

If while my soul draws nigh to God by night, 
I see the stars in clustering myriads shine, 
I mark how all their glories they combine, 

A host well Ordered, marvellously bright. 

I listen to their silence — ^they unite 
A skilful choir to sing of love divine; 
And are to me a picture and a sign 

Of good things promised, hidden still from sight 

My Father, says my heart, Thou wilt not leave 
Israel for ever scattered and forlorn : 

They that shall soon the wilful king receive — 
Israel, who slew Thy Son with rage and scorn — 

Shall, in the land, to their Messiah cleave, 
A cotmlless people of Thy Spirit bom. 
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THE GRACE AND GLORY OF THE CROSS- 
laaJab vi. Joha xli. 3^-41: Rom. iii, ig. 

In Ropians iii- we have the common state of all tasn- 
fcind Godward, but in Isaiah vi. we have God's judgment 
when the light has shone, and men have shut the eyes 
of their heart agaLnsc tha,t light. Terrible was the 
blindness of the Jew in Isaiah's da-ys, more terrible 
still his mind and heart when Christ came. The Je^r, 
when the Son of God came, was first in crucifying the 
Lord of glory; the Roman governor would not have 
done it but for his fear of man. In John xii. we learn 
that the people refused His wordj and therefore were, 
in judgment, given up to blindness. 

In Acts ivii. we find that when Paul, that especially 
fitted servant of God, was sent to Athens, the chief 
place in the world for eartMy wisdoiBi the voice ot 
the prince of darkness by his true disciples was, What 
will this babbler say ? " 

Has the world grown better since then? There are 
better weapo™ df destructioni, and invwrtdons of every 
kind, but maji has cmly gone forward in evil and 
farther from God, and is therefore more ready than 
ever to welcome the Man of Sin. All the cavilling 
of the wise of this world, and of religious men, zgmnst 
the truth, are only a fulfilling of the Scriptures j the 
Scriptures woutd bg falsified without these cavillers 
and blasphemers. 

The state oC the child of Adam is especially seen 
In Romans iii. 19; his mouth is shut aa touching any 
reason for finding fault with God ; but hb very gtiilti- 

I "9 
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ness blinds him. Because man has shut out God from 
has hesjt, and set up has own will in God's [^ace, the 
state of every child o( Adam is one of blind subjection 
to the power of daj'kneBS. Sat^ is called the god of 
this world. Why? Because he caji govern? No; he 
can do nothing save as. God wills : but in man's beut 
he is enthroned in the place of God. What is the 
fruit of this? Man is ignorant of God's holiness, and 
of hd& Own guiltiness. He has 3. conscience that can 
never die, and it deiaands sortie religion. What then? 
Satan becomes the teacher, God is shut out, and man 
has a religion erf" his own. If you try all the religions 
of man in any part of the world you will find thieni 
made up of two lies of Satan. First, some remnant of 
goodness in josh; second, some metcy with God that 
wilJ dishonour His justice- These two aie the warp 
and woof of the whole garment. There are only two 
religions: Satan's and God's; but I will not call God's 
a religfcn. Man is so the tool and slave — the mlling, 
self-consecrated slave — of the devil, that he cannot rise 
above Satan's religion. 

God's truth and God's Sparit reveal ntan^s state before 
God. " The carnal mind is enmity against God," was 
said by the Spirit through Paul, but what was tho 
judgment of God before, " Every imagination of 
the thoughts of Ms heart was only evil continually " 
{Gen. vi. 5). Man's religion never judges thoughts to 
be actions; but God's Word does;, and in the great day 
the natural man will have to give account of thoughts 
of the heart as deeds of iniquity. This should produce 
pity in our hearts, not only for the drunkard, but for 
the Pharisee who is godug on the clean side of the 
broad road to everlasting destruction. 

Now if this be what the Word of God tells about 
nian's state, what about Gad\s mercy f The natural 
man goes to sleep on the brint of hell , that is the 
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meaning of the word, " the whole world lielh in the 
wicked one" — lulled to sleep by hiiii^ with a. hope of 
mercy that is ccmtraiy to justice. 

Turn to Matthew xxvj, 39 — " And He went a little 
further." Who is the fftf? The world's Creator come 
5n the flesh. 'ITiree times in Matthew and also in Mark 
we read, " N(ft as I will." In Luke xxii. 43 we read 
of an angel; but no iaddngs were brought by the angel 
that He could be spared. No ! the angel wa» sent 
to strengthen Hiim What do we read if we turn again 
to Romans iii. 26? To declare, I say, at thJs time 
His righteousness: that He might be just and the 
Justlfier of biint that believeth in Jesus." Is there any 
mercy here that trea-ds under foot God's justace ? God's 
two great truths are the perfect opposites to the two 
great lies of the devil. Some goodness in man h 
the devil's lie; no goodness in min, not a jot or tittle 
of it is God's truth. Mercy dishonouring God's justice 
is Satan's secmid lie; whereas God's truth is, God's 
sword of justice sparing not His Son, In Genesis xxii. 
rU was yielded by Abraham that could be ; when the 
knife was in the hand, all was offered ; therefore the 
knife in the hand of the father was enough. £ut 
God's only Son could not bo spared, for God could 
not save one cMld of Adam without the death of 
His Scmi, 

Godly men. have tpoken afcout God's choosing thds 
way out of others. I affirm, with reverence, that God 
had no choice. Choice to save us <^ leave us like the 
sinmng angels He had ; but if He would reconcile man 
to Himself, He had but one way. These truths are 
very simple, very cl^; yet how unsearchably deep, 
bow infinitely glorious, how holy and sanctifying they 
are I But they hang together, just as the devil's lio* 
hai^ tc^etiieT. 

We never can think ill enough of what we wen^ 



132 Robert Cleaver Chapman. 



and we never can think well enough of the grace and 
glory of the Cross of Christ, Let US, beloved, take 
heed that we grieve not the Spirit, so that He may 
reveal a little more each day, and that eivery sunse* 
may se« us a. little more bumbk) than when the sun 
rose; that is life, and life worth living. 

Let us now turn to Hebrews is. 13. The sin-atoning, 
life-givii^ death of the Son of God upon the cross 
U what is always maanit by " the blood of Chf ist." 
The %ure is taken froni the type of the priest's 
sactifidng knife plur^ed intO' die vitals. In the case 
of the Lord tba shedding of the blood did not actually 
take place till after deaths for we should not speak 
of shedding of blood in connection with the wounds 
in the hands and feet. The "blcMd of Christ" is 
explained by the sword of God's justice in Zechariah 
xiiL The secret of all walking with God is apprehend- 
ing what the one atoning sacrifice of ther Son o( God 
vras to Hini, the Father, and the ctwiscience accepting 
the atoning sacrifice as God accepts it If I do that 
I break the power of weiy sin; there is not a single 
evil that I have not under foot. But have I no con- 
flict? Ob yes, I do not expect to cease from the 
warfare until 1 put off this body, I must bring down 
aanctificatlon from aibove. 

With regard to fustifitatim — Oo^ a sinner know 
himself a faor sinner? Is he willing to take his place 
among the beggars on the dunghill ? Then God will 
lift him up by the forgiveness of his ans. " Blessed are 
the poor in spirit, for tbeora ij the kingdom of heaven," 
All such are in a common, state of justification before 
God, as safe frcFQii condemnarion as the blessed Son 
of God with whom they are one; but as to sanciifica- 
ifffn, they have a warfare, and what is the secret of 
power to overcome? " In the bEood is the life." Let 
me deal from day to day with the Sacrifice, as God's 
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pstice dea3s with it, and I have power over sm. I 
reast the devil, and he flees from me. We, the children 
of God, have more power over tSe devil now, than 
was put forth by the Lord in the days of His flesh. 
After the forty days' temiptatiwi in the wilderness it is 
said the devil left Him for a season — not ftd from 
HiuL In Gethsemane we hear the blessed One saying, 
" This is your hour and the power of darkness " ; but 
when on the cross He said, " It is finished," He had a 
title to tajte His throne, and Tiow the power of the 
risen. Lord against Satan is more gloriously put forth 
in my weakness than it was put fortb in the days of 
His fieshi 

But, belo^'ed, what are we, the cluldren of God, 
called to? Turn to Phfllippians ii., " He eraptiedl Him- 
self" — not of His Godhead, but— of a state to vrhich 
He will never return^ the staite in which He waa nst 
a servant. Satan by creation was God's servant, and 
was only happy as be served ; but by disobedience he 
became for ever degraded and imserable, having hell 
in himself : on the other hand the Son of God took 
the servant''& place, never to leave it — see Rev, xxii. 3: 
"The throne of God and of the Lamb." Why wil! 
there then be no curse? Christ will ever conjoin in 
Hicnself equality with God and subjection to Godj 
He will always be the Lamb. The great and proper 
busin-ess, therefore, of every child of God nonff is to 
show the mdnd of Christ. 

If tlws were accepted by each one, as becomes us, 
there would be a conversion of the whole church. 
We should not be found in any eanhly place of glory ; 
ours would be the great business of re[wesenting Christ 
to God, Christ to the world, and Christ Lo ea^h ether. 
Let us bring this mind into all the daily duties and 
circumstances of life; then, sorrowful we may be, yea 
must be, but hepfy we shall always be. " Let evet^ 
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one abide in the same calling Trherein he was called"; 
let him make no self-willed change or choice, but 
make the best of his actual circumstances : where God 
found him, there make the best for God. 

Read Ephesiajis ii* 6-9, and 8-14. Our expectation 
is that of those raised up mthi Christ. I taice the 
purchased possesion to meaji the new cieatlon, that is 
the final hope of the children of God, the new creation 
which will be worthy of the last AdajiL What will this 
world be to us, if that be kept before the soul? Only 
a field for serving God at*d showing the mind of Christ. 
The world to come is our ptroperty and mLeritance. 

Let us take heed, beloved, that we are no party 
to the ruin of those around us by our unlikeness to 
Christ. In Romam xi. 20, 21, we have both pronuEB 
and warning; let us take heed to the warning, " Be not 
bighr'niindedf but fear." Cbristendom is full of this 
higb^mjindedness ; but let us be found walking in holy 
trembling, compassed around^ as we are, with the powers 
of darkness, and having within us our own evil hearts. 
Let us walk with God and not be grieving the Spirit, 
so shall we become day by day a little humblerj theti 
shall we truly live to purpose, for we shall live unto 
Him who died for us and rose again. 



SELF-WILL AND SOVEREIGN GRACE. 
FsaliDB Kc. and kcI. 
In Psalm xc- we have the oame " Lord " — that is, the 
God of sovereign grace; also the name "Jehovah." 
which means " The I Am that I Ami" The unchajige- 
ablenesa of God in His grace is the burden of the 
Psalm, which is imanifestly prophetical. The Spirit of 
God by David tells out the heart of His people Israel 
when that time shall come of which the Scriptures are 
so full — " They shall look upon Me whom they have 
pierced " (Zech. xii. 1 o). 
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Verse 13 is a quotation from Deuteronoaiy xkxU. 36. 
Moses forewaxris of judgmenb for their disobedience, 
and, when that is spentj the Lord will fulfit this word. 
God's promise 'm Deuteronociy xjtxii. 36 is here turned 
into a [wayer, God delights to be reminded of His 
own promises in Christ, and they are all of them the 
property of the people of God. Happy should we be 
if we were all no™ like unto what Israel will bei by 
and by, as fieen in this Psalm, 

lo verse 8 we read, " Thou hast set our iniquities 
before Thee, our secret sins in the light of Thy 
countenance." What is che meajiing of secret sins? 
It meaJlS tha.t the guilt of thie sins that our consciences 
do not discern and our heajts do not fee! is naked 
and open before God. One great mark of the poor 
anner (and every poor sinner cannot fail to be a saved 
sinner) is this: he does not look around to compare 
himself with his neighbours, but, forgetting all the 
judgnient of his fellow-creatnre^ he sees himself in the 
eye and holiness of God to bo from bead to foot a leper. 

The carnal mind being at enmity with God is at 
cwistant war with God in every word and thought 
Wherein lies the enmity? In self -wilt. Every cWld 
of Adam in every thought of has heart is at variance 
with God, and every such thought in the eye of God's 
holirtess is a sin; hence that language in Genesis vi. 5, 
" Erery imagination of tha thoughits of bis heart is 
only evil continually." Before the flood, violence filled 
the earth; that violence was only a branch — the heart 
is the great root of evil. If men go on, the clean 
side of the broad road to everlasting perdition they 
make God a liar; but if they truly confess their sins, 
the blood of Christ cleinseth them from all sin. That 
blood, which is as precious to God as Christ Himself, 
God has accepted ; and Christ having presented the 
fiacriflice of His own. deatli to God, the sinner that 
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trwts in Him if justified and accepted as Christ Hi in- 
self is. 

Note the marvellous work of God in Israel when this 
Pi aim is graven upon tbdr hearts, I often find my 
faidk confinned by looking to what God wUl do for 
that people i they who were chief in enmity against 
Him will be chief in tbedr ofcerfien.ce to Hinx They 
here ask for much, more than the forgiveness of sins; 
they ask the very be&t that God has to g^ve; and so 
they take the sure way to get thii^ of smaller value. 
They pray, " Make us glad according- to the days wherein 
Thou hast afflicted us, and let the beauty of the Lord 
our God be upon us," The words, "beauty of tho 
Lord," are more than, once mentioned in. the Scriptures. 
What do they mean? Nothing less than the manifesta- 
tion of tha mind and ways of Christ, and the unfolding 
of what God's Spirit would have m understand by 
those words in Isaiah liL 14, "HLs visage was so 
marred more than any man." The beauty of the Lord 
comes out of the depth of His sorrows, and they as 
much as say, " Let us be filled with the Spdiit, and 
let us so wdk in Christ that all the surrounding nations 
may see the beauty of the Lord upon us." And so 
it will come to pass that there will he elect ones from 
among Gentile nations, wholly one with Israel, by God 
making Isra^ His ambassadors throughout the earth, 
according to Isaiah. Ixvi. 18-20, when the full blessing 
of the prophet Joel will be fulfilled in them, of which 
Acta ii. is only an earnest. 

The Jews now are a covetous nation; then they will 
be the heavenly opposite, fulfilling the book of Proverbs 
and the Song of Solomon — the duiiful son making glad 
the Father's heart, and the *' spouse leaning on the arm 
of ber Bela\'ed"; and the Lord will be able to say of 
them, " How beautiful are thy feet with phoes." 1 do 
not wish to rob you of these books, but let us look at 
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the glorious thongs whicli God vriJI do for Israel^ as 
in these bocks foretold, and let us take heart concern- 
ing both the Church of God and the unbdieving world 
around us; and if we open the mouth, wide, God will 
fill it 

At the end of the next coming time, the unbelieving 
world will rise in delibera-te, furious enmity against 
God and His peopl-ei — that people filled with the Spirit 
of Christ — and so make manifest that the judgmant 
of the " great white throne " is a judgment to which the 
obstinate rebellion of man has driven the justice of 
God. In the judgment of wrath on, Satan and bis 
angels the equity of God will likewise be made manifest. 
Oh, that we did duly consider all that the Spirit of 
God would teach us out of the ScriptuieSi fjf what w© 
ourselves have been redeemed from — the everlasting 
wrath awaiting the world — to increase oojr gratitude to 
God, and to move our hearts to pity and prayer for 
our unbelieving fellaw-<;reatures around iK ! 




TREASURES OF GRACE. 

Genesis ill. 



It is to be observed, and to he borne in solemn 
remembrance, tha/t one intent of ttus chapter is to show 
that sin nvust be measured by the holiness of God, 
and not by damage done by man to hns neighbour. 
Man's will i* always in opposition to the will of God. 
Thus we read ; " The camial mdiid is ennuty against 
God." A man may be iiKJSt amiable, most commend- 
able^ and full of good wofks, as between hJmself and 
his nedghbour, but the root of aU within is erumty 
against God. We know this is wriitt^ in our Bibles, 
and trvyrv. or less on our hearts; but how deep is it 
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there? In Gen. vi. 5, 6, " Gcxl saw that the wicked- 
ness of man was great in the earth," Has man been 
grofwing better since? On the contnuy, man has been 
BidvBJKing in wickedness and in opposition to God, To 
go back a little, I would say that word has come XTa% 
" He taketh the wise in their own craftiness " (Job v. 
13). God takies Satan in his own devices. 

Observe in this thtrd chapter of Geneas, verses 9-1*, 
that a gpjilty consckuce ajid pride caused Adam not to 
thank of confession; eiKnity with God, and de^air, 
toiidi him, as far as. he daj«d bo do it, cast the blame 
upon God. And what of the woman? "The serpent 
begvriled me, and I did eaL" Why no confession? 
Because they were shut up both in pride and con- 
denmation; their conscience shut cmt all possibility of 
•aJvatioiL But how the Sovereagn Grace of God hera 
Ahines out I He does not cast ihetrt into punishment, 
aor does He ask any confession from Satan. Oh, no I 
But His word is, " I wiU put enrnity between thee 
and the woman^ and betwean thy seed and he? seed; 
It flhail bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise his 
heel." God'a justice visited our Surety^ Christ, fo 
thait now it can be said that He is "just, and the 
Juslnfier of him which belteveth in Jesus." No earthly 
sovereign, has a title to his glory and dominion that 
can fee compared with Cfurs to heavenly glofyl As 
between our guildnesa. and God's justice, not a omst 
of bread, nor a drop of wateij do we deserve; but, 
as betwoan. us and our Surety, Christ, we have a, title 
that is oma with His to eternal glory, and are raised 
far above the highest angels as one with the Son 
of God. 

The everlasting harvest to be reaped by the wicked 
from seed sown in this life is a matter that greatly 
concents the family of God. Satan hsu been taking 
advantage the wbdonir of thes world, misleading even 
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■unts, and, without their suspecting it, diininishijig; 
dieir love, their thankfulness to God for tbeir own 
redKnption. In order to deal aright vrith this soleaui 
truth, left us begin with tl»se mighty creatures of God 
that were brought into being before the world was 
made— that is, the angeJs of God. Turn to z Fetet 
ii. 4 ; " God spared not the ^ingels that sinned, 
but cast them down to hell, and delivered them into 
chains of darluiess, to b& reserved untO judgment." 
" Chains." God's hand made the chains, and cr&aturei 
cannot break them Jude 6 : " And the ajigels which 
Iciept not their first estate, but left tbeir own habitation, 
he hath reserviad in everlasting chains under darkri«^ 
unto the judgment of the great day." Observe that 
God never provided for those tndghty creatures a 
Mediator, a Redeemer; but we find wicked spirits in 
the days of Christ's flesh saying, " Art Thou come to 
tofmem us before the time? " In the bwk of ReveU- 
tlon w© read: " Satan ia ooime down uato yfrli, having 
great wrath, because he knoweth that he hath but a 
sSiort time." More aj;d more is Satan prevailing to 
blind rmn^ v*d there is a stieady advance in hia power 
over an unbeUmdng world that welcomes his lies, which 
will end in this, that when the " everlasting punish- 
ment " is nearest, men will be saying, "Where is the 
pnMiuEe of His coming?" Then sudden deistruction 
shall come, and, what the Apostle of the Gentiles could 
say, everyone of us should be able to say, " I am pure 
from, the blood of all men"; and again, " For we are 
unto God a sweet savour of Christ, in them that arc 
saved, and in them that perish." Satan's title, " The 
god of this world," means that men have set God asid#, 
and have put up Satan in His place. 

From the tima that God said to Satan that the 
wiiKm^an's seed should bruise the serpent's head, and 
clothed our first parents with sldns (th^ fig leaves 
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weie rot carried out of Paradise) telling of Christ, 
the Lamb of God, ttKir ngbteousnes^ the revel&tion 
of Christ his been growing. It was 2 marvellous 
advance when it was said 'before the destrucboo of 
SodoTDt " Shall I hide from Abraham that thing which 
I do ? " Abraharui was dealt with a friend by the 
Son of God appearing to him in human form; it was 
u much OS to say, I can't destroy Sodom without bring- 
ing Abraham into My counsel Then, we remember 
His dealings with Mooes at Mount Sinai, after Israel 
had sinned in maJting the golden calf. What a. mar- 
vellous condescension of grace! The living God put* 
Himself into the hands of HLs friend^ as much as to 
say, "Unless you Met Me alone' I can't destroy this 
people/' If we go on to John x\. 5, we read, " Jeaus 
laved Martha, and her sister, and Lazarus," that ia, 
He ioved as a. friesidj but what says He, in chapter 
xvil, of the love of the Father to us? "Thou hast 
loved theirtj as Thou hast loved Me." We should bear 
in mAJid that obligation to God is nieasured by revela- 
tion. Now, where is He that said on the cross, " It 
13 Undshed"? WhO't: has be done for us? He has 
fulfilled His promise of sendii^ thie Comforter. Re- 
verently would we say that no opention of the Godhead 
CouM bo without the co-operadon of the Father, the 
Son, and the SpiriL Through the Spirit He became 
the Son of Mani, and " throoigh the Eternal Siwrit " He 
" offered Himself without spot to Cod" Thus has He 
obtained the title to become the Melchisedec Priest 
at the right hand of Godj and the ajiointlng He has 
we share, and the state of the Church o£ Godj if that 
were believed, would declare it. We should aJl 
naturally flow together, and our heart and ooiredence 
ought to agree with the fulness of ths revelation given 
to us. 

Supposing the family of God did but remember 
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that the ungodly world has rejected Christ, and that 
in this land they have corrupted the Gospel, setting 
Christ aside, and yet are calling God their Father, 
what majinei' of spirit would he oiiis who are saved 
flotn Saiaji's power, to be God's witnesses in the 
midst of it? " Ajuong whom ye shine as Eights in the 
world." Are we considering wherefore we are saved, 
and wherefore we are left in this world? I& it to bo 
first seeking the things of the world, or seeking first 
the Kingdom of God aad His righteousness, as those 
who have the promise of everything needful in this life 
— all that He in His wisdom accounts good? 

WIKw GOD REVEALING HIMSELF. 

How is it tbit we have no record of the creation of 
Angels, or of the revolt of Satan and his fallen spirits? 
Because the great intent of God is to reveal Himself 
in Christ; and the mention of an^ls, elec^ and fallen, 
comes in by the way. In Gen. i. ai»d li. we have moie 
than the record of creation, we have in type the new 
cpoation. In Gen, ii. 20-24, with Eph. v., we see what 
in that creation was the chief purpose oi God. God's 
great intent in the six days' work was to se>t up in 
Adam a type of Christ as the la^ Adami, and in the 
woman talcMi out of hiiti,, a type of the Church of God, 
whose life is taken out of the woundied side of the last 
Adam, It is well worthy to be renmesnhered, that while 
the creation needs Got!, God needs not the creation. 
Suppose there had been no creation, no man or earth 
in being, there must have been an infinite blessedness 
and glory in. God Himself, Father, Son^ and Spirit, 
AJl-sufficient and Self-sufficing, The only Self-suflScili^ 
Being js Godi the only Being^ that has a right to a 
will of His own. Man takes God's place. The whole 
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life of the na.tural man is one o( self-wltl. The ctuJd 
of Adam talc«$ to himself that which belongs only to 
God—" Our lips are our own; who is Lord QVer us? " 

How glorious is it that God, taking occasion by 
nan's low estate, gives us by the lift^ving death of 
His Son— us self -murdered, self-degraided omes — life 
eternal I Self-degraded we axe, lower than the ox or 
the a&Sj but raised by God higher than the holy angels. 
These, though in the sovereign pleasure of God they 
ware preserved from sin, were never made children, 
but are attendants on God's children. I know they are 
tmce called soils of God in Job, but thas is in contrast 
with the rebel Sataik Thefly have a right to be in 
heavenly places, 03 nurastei^ to US, but no right to say, 
"Abba, Father." The vilest of the human race are 
taken up, and, through the death of Christ, taught to 
say, " Abba, Fathet." All the family of God, from 
Adam downwardsj are equally children, though before 
the manifestation of Christ they were not taught "Abba^" 
There is a- marvellous advance in the privileges of be- 
lievers contained in that great wcwd " henceforth," of 
John XV. 15. God in His own nature is self-sufficing; 
but having stooped to raise us by the cross of His Smi, 
no father upon earth ever had such delight in the 
afFectLons of his childnen, as God has in ours. In 
Frov, XXX. we have mention of the horseleech which 
cries, " Give, ^ve." We are too rmich like that, always 
thinking of getting fromj God more than of gi'ving to 
Him. What I we foor ones give to God? No, but we 
rich ones; the fulness of Christ is all ours. Every one 
of us ought to be a giver, to make it the business of 
his Ufa to give pleasure to God. 

While the first man was blameless, God, revealed 
to him as his Maker, was enough ; there was no 
guilt, and no need of redemption. Adam was at once 
* worshipper of God ; he did not leam to be so, but 
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it was as natural to him as to breathe. Now that we 
are out of paradise we nead more tJian God the 
Creator, we need God die "Redeemer. Such a com- 
plete rovedation of God we have in Christ crucified, 
the brightMBs of the Father's glory (Heb. i. 3). Sun, 
moon, and staxs^ tell a little about His glory; the cross 
tells "the whole. Consider that this One Book contain^, 
a full and corapleite revelation of Christ, It is the only 
book that does or can, lay open the heart of man, and 
it lays open the heart of God. The Spirit of God has 
been given to dwell in us, and He is the Teacher of 
all that are willing to leam — not of the self-willed. He 
does not undertake to teach therai that have will and 
wisdoan of their own. But if I live to do the will of 
God, not only is the Spirit my Teacher, but, if I love 
to leam, He uiKpeakabEy more delights to teach. If 
wic — I mean the whole famiEy of God — were not selfish 
the« would be no sects or divisions, but we should 
be onct as Israel will bo in a future day. Israel, when 
filled with the Spirit, will be .the subject, loving spouse 
of the Soiig, and then will be fulfilled Zeph. iii 17, 
" The Lord thy God in che midst of thee is mighty ; 
He will save, He will rejoice Over thee wiith joy; Ho 
will rest in His love. He will joy over thee with 
singing." 

Every child of God to make his Father glad. 

Every one of us, in. own place, outward condition 
and circumstajices, his own advance in year? and in 
the journey of hfe, has peculiar opportunities of pleas- 
ing God from day to day. Men are taken up with 
doing good to creatures, instead of pleasing God ; but 
that is the very way to nuss the mark: while reforming 
the drunkard they let all kinds of evil come into their 
own hearts and ways. But if my meat is to do the will 
of Hinii that sent mBy and to finish His work; if this 
be the main buaness of the child oi God, it matters 
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pot what or wbere he is, he will be a preacher of Christ, 
not perhaps by gift and office, but by example In daily 
life the best of preachers, and in the day of the L^rd 
it will be abundantly manifested that no such one has 
lived in vain. 



THE NEW CREATION. 
Kom&Dft vtii. ud ziL 

One thing to be especially observed in this epistte is 
the mention, in chapter iv. erf the words borrowed from 
Fsalm xxai. The Spirit of God by the ^^lOAtle opens 
up this forgiveness — non-imp^utation of sin. Ob th^t 
«e did all consider the word " jusdfied " — it is a mar- 
vellous wordt But how do^ that come to pass? In 
verse 3 we read, " God sending His own Son in the 
likeness of sinful Sesh. and for sin, condemned sin 
in the fiesh and in chapter v., " Therefore being justi- 
fied by faith, we ha.ve peace with God." The word 
" justified '* shows that we have, in the veiy righteous- 
ness of God, a title to atemaJ life and glory. Do the 
peojrfe of God consider this, and do they in living 
faith call it to mnnd? Does it not lie at the root of 
all walking with God, and behavir^ as we should in 
tlvs present world? For to be justified is (i) to be 
deaied of all blame, and (2) to be presented as we 
should be In the eye of God. 

This is far above all natural thoughts, and it Is 
totally conitrary to the religious man^ for it cuts to 
pieces £l11 Hs own TelLgiion; and does it not aa much 
abase me is comfort me? For how came I by it? 
Gcxl's own Son bearing my sin brings me to nothing 
as the creature and the sinner^ whilst it raises me above 
the highest angel of God. Ought this not to be frwn 
day to day the bread of my iniwr man? I have been 
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more than seventy years reading the Bible, and Co-daj 
it is more new and glorious than ever. All God's 
angels count it joy and honour to wait upon us. They 
do not appear before God in union with Christ. We, 
on the other hand^ are made as near as it is possible 
for God to make us. What manner of persons, then, 
ought we to be? And what manrier of hearts should 
be ours towEirds the God of all grace ? Is it not very 
beautiful in this chapter to mark the Spirit's love? 
Christ havit^g through the Spirit offered up Hiraselfj 
now that Spirit not only quickens us, but reveals lo our 
hearts Christ already glorified. What a joy it is to 
the Sjw-rit of God to do this! 

The Spirit groarLs for the same event that creation 
groaaa for — the new creation — and whereas the first 
creation was worthy of the first nian taken out of the 
earth, the new creation will be worthy of the last 
Adam. Tha glory of it we cannot tell, but we arft 
heirs of it, and nothing can affect our title. Is it 
not so, that if we all tiiought higUy enough of otii- 
selves we should all behave aright? We never can 
think ill enough of ourselves unless we think well 
enough. lE is through redemption we leim to think 
thus; to be truly lowly b^ore God we need tO' know 
how near we are and how dear we are to God. 

The Sfwrit was in perfect fellowship with the Lord 
in His groaning at the grave of Lazarus. The Spirit 
sees in us two things — what we shall be in the new 
Creitioi* and what we are now. Our groan is for the 
new creation, whether we have any pain or not. It is 
very lovely to see the Holy Spirit longing on our 
behalf for that time; the love of the S^rit i^ so mana- 
fest in this, as well as His sympathy and fellowship. 

The blessed Lord in His rule of all creatures is 
every day and hour moving Onwards and Ordering all 
thiings to that erui, and if I have a mind in feliowsbip 
K 
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with Christ I shaJl be looking on to the new creation, 
and 1 shall have a mind always to say, " Thy will be 
done." That is holiness. This wiJl help us, not to 
indifference about the things of God, hut with a tender 
spirit to behold the family of God as joint-heirs with 
Christ, and to care for others even if they care not 
for us. 

Now may we cast a glance at chap. iH. 1 — " I beseech 
you." Did Moses at Mount Sinai beseech Israel? He 
not only did not, but could not. And vhax. does the 
apostle beseech us to be doing? "To presttlt your 
bfxiies a living sacrifice." Then I am not to be my 
own at all? The reason why the apostle says this is, 
he will have the whole man for Christ. We not only 
belong to our God and Father by creaticMi, we are 
BOUGHT — a very far higher title. 

Goii Calls oar struggle against self-will a victory. 
If He Sees me not making any peace with it He is well 
pleased with me. God, who prepared a body for 
Christ on our account, now asks a body from U3 in 
return. He has given all He can give; what oughi 
we to give in return? Our true happiness in this world 
hangs upon our pleaang God. Wo can never present 
the flesh as a sacrifice to God, but the body is pur- 
cbased, and if we use the member* for any other 
purpose we are prostityting what bedongs to Him. " He 
is the Father of mercies," and as such full of pitifu!- 
ness, and when He sees us unfeignedly desiring to 
please Him He is well pleased with ouf little. 

Ittere is also in this chapter an admonition to us to 
remember that each of us Is a meimber of a body. 
Angels were never bound up in that way; they lost 
nothing by the fall of those who felL We are bound 
up as members one of another, and therefore the grace 
in ray brother or sister is my property and my joy, 
and the fault in tny brother or sister is my fault. Is 
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not that the right way to look, at it? It is weli for 
us to remember that evil which has become a austom 
is^ in the judgment of the cotmnon conscience, no 
evil at alL It is hard for us to see in God's light the 
thirgfi which the Church of God practise from day to 
day. How n>uch we need the affections of Christ for 
aJI the family of Godl We now have opporttmides for 
pleasing Go<l that we shall not have in the new creation. 
There are often complaints in the world that workmer) 
well skilled are out of emiploynient ; but in the Church 
o( God thera ought not to be any out of ftmploy. 



I. 



TWO SONS AND TWO STATES. 
LuliB xr. and xvi. 



The two sons pepresent the whole house of Israel. In 
Exodus iv. 23 we read: " Thm saith the Lord, Israel 
is My son, even My Jirstbom." The title '^son" has 
mdiiled even many godly persons to speak of them as 
both regenerate. This greatly mars the interpretation. 
Thfn' Pepreseint the two classes of the paople — " the 
elder son" showing us the proud Fhaiisees, and "the 
youngei' son" the publicans and anners. In this ■fca 
have the key to the whole three parables in this chapter. 
Nationally, Israel is God's son, and never to be cast off. 

In speaking of " the unjust stewaid " the Lord pur- 
sues the tusinffis of rebuking the Pharisee, Accordir^ 
to Romans ix. 4, God had entrusted themi with the law, 
but they had, wasted His goods, and proved themselves 
unfaithful. The state of the Jaw is here set forth by 
the lost sheep and the lost piece of silver; then more 
fully in the third parable, and in the way of perfect 
heavenly revelation, God's deahn^fs with such as were 
called out from those who rejected and crucified the 
Lord. The great intent is to show the riches of 
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grace towatd che cailednjut ones, and the righteous 
judgment of God against those vrho proudly reject 
Him. How precious to God are the elect I "Thine 
they werej and Them gav^rst them Me," Is it not 
true that a thjjig of small worth giv-en by <Xie we love 
becomes of great value? Thds )& set forth by the lost 
sheep, and the pains taken to pursue snd get it back; 
aft also the lost piece of silver. 

Jb it dwelt upon sufficiently by the family of God 
ttiat the holy an^s have joy in our salvation, in our 
regeneration, and in God^s raising us atove them? 
The whole company utf the angels have life by creation, 
but we have a life derived from the crucified, slain 
Lainij, and are creaied anew in Christ Jesus, If we 
better understood what we are made to God in Christ 
ws should better understand why the holy angels d&- 
lig^ht iiv OUnisCering to uS., 

Christ came in the fulness cf timCi for not only bad 
the wickedness of man been made manifest, but also 
the state of tha Jew's had never been so wicked as then. 
They were puffed up, in the mid&t of all their guiltiness, 
by the pride of self-righteousness. When, in their own 
esteenlt they were at their best, in God's sight they 
were at their worst 

The poor worldlings, and even many Christians, are 
talking of the u'ocld ge^rtin^; better; but what &aiLh the 
Scripture ? " E\'il nwn and seducers shall wax worse 
and worse, deoeiving and being deceived." On looking 
round wa see men self-destroyed, yet God eaves such, 
as we learn from this chapter; but if men reject the 
truth tbey are given up to receive errot. 

What wickedness thera is in the words of tho elder 
aofl — " Thou never gavest me a kid, that I might make 
niemy with nhy friends " — and in his turning his back 
upon his father! God is shut out. And his saying, 
** ■ never at any time transgressed thy comrnandimient," 
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•hows that the conscience of the Jew had been thu* 
trained by Satan instead of accepting the judgcaenl of 
(jod. " The carnal mind is emmty against God " ; man 
Accepts the devil's lie, and as much as says, " WUI God 
planish a saimer with everlaating wrath?" If God could 
not spare His Soil, how cond.d H-ei possibly spare the 
sinner that could net make any atonement? God coutd 
not justly forgive without His own Son bearing our sin. 

In the end of chapter xvi. the two distinct states 
of men after death are set forth. The younger 
son is now the saved sinner, but is pictured by Lazarus, 
full of sores, to furnish another illustration cf the state 
cf soul which, by the Spirit of God, such were made to 
fed. But " He raiseih up the poor out of the dust, 
ajid lifteth up the beggar from the dunglull." This is 
as he is seen by the eye of God, and also in his own 
eyes as taught by the Spirit, It is remarkable that 
the rich man always calls Abraham father, but Abra- 
haJB only once calls him soni The silence of Scripture, 
how louctly it speaks! It is as much as to say, "I 
know thee by natural birth to be one of tny family, 
but spiritually I disown thee." We, the redeemed, wiU 
not ocdy have joy immediately from Christ, but we 
shall joy and delight in each other's joy. The opposite 
of thns is an awful truth — those who have been con- 
federates in enmity are seen to be companions in 
frtinishEneat. 



GOD'S PURPOSE IN REDEMPTION. 

Remarks OD Proverbs viil. 

This chapter remands us of Jotm xviL 5, " And now, 
O Father^ glorify Thou Me with Thine own self, with 
the glory which I had with Thee before the world 
was." Also of John i. i, " In the beginning was the 
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Word, and the Word was mth God, and the Word 
was God." I fuid in reading it tha.C love shines fuftb 
before n»e, and I say to myself, " God is loVe." 
Before the world was He set up His own Son ta be 
wliat He now is: as we read in verse 22, ** in Ihe be- 
gtiming of His way, before HU works of old." Does 
not this agree with, " In the beginnmg was the Word," 
and with 4 Thess. it. 13, " God hath frooi the beginning 
chosen you to salvaiion '" ? Does it not tell that the 
duef purpose in the imnd of God (when as yet there 
was not any creature in being) was the setting up of 
Christ to be the Head of all things, which we know 
He has now actually become? The creation of angels 
.\nd men— even the whole creation — is lite the spokes 
of a, wheel ; it is upon, Christ as the axle that everything 
hangs. It was the purpose of God to reveal Himself 
in Christ; not only to glorify Hirriself, but to provide 
Himself in Chnst with objects of affection, in which 
He could delight, and in which He could rest. Does 
not this agree with Eph i. 5 r " Having predestinated ua 
unto the adoption of children., by Jesus Christ, to 
Himself? And is not the force of that of His own 
choice, fof His own delight? In verse 6 it is, "To 
the praise of the glor)' of HLs grace;" but before 
tnention is made of glorj, we read " to Himsdf." If 
we look thus at God as purposing to delight Himself 
in Christ, and in His children in Christ, does it not 
follow that He is Love, and that the one demand upon 
US is, "My Son, give Me thine heart?" It is not only 
for our comfort, but chiefly for God's delight and joy. 

Sooie speak as if God's chief design wa,s the salva- 
tion of the lost. That is, indeed, a glorioles design; 
but instead of its being the chief end, it is but a, 
step towards it; that end being tiie revelation of 
God's glory. As truly as an obedient son gives joy 
to his father whom he loves and reveres^ and in whoso 
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counsel he delights, so truly is that child not only the 
glory but the joy of his father. And thus it is that 
wr, walking humbly with God, give joy to God; and 
should it not be die chief business of our hearts to 
consider what we can give to God, rather than what 
we can get from Him? 

What could we as creatures give God? We were 
the children of wrath— dust and ashes j and we are 
stiil, 3LS touching the flesh, dust and ashes. But we 
are not now Io\'ed as enemies — we were loved when 
we were enemiie^ — but now we are loved as children, 
and our obedience and our delight in God are a delight 
to God ; and if I delight in God it is not possible to 
envy any mtin. There is an exhortation which- puts 
one's faith to the test: " My soin, Lf thine heart be wise, 
my heart shall rejoice, everv mjne j yea, my reins shall 
rejoice when thy lips speak right things." (Pfov. xxiii. 
15, 16). Lest any should question whether this is 
spoken to us, turn to Prov. iii, ii, 12: "My son, 
despise not the chastening of the Lord ; ndtber be 
weary of His correction j for whom the Lord loveth 
He correctethi even as a father the son in whom he 
deliighteth," and compare Heb. jcii, 5 : " Ye have for- 
gotten the exhortation which spealteth unla you as unia 
ektldrtm. My son^ despise not thou the chastening of 
the Lord, hot falnc when thou are rebuked of Him." 
If iijy OTM had any question as to Proverbs being foe 
the children of God, surely tlus wotild ajawer it. 

In the 9th chapter we read, " Wisdom hath buitded 
her house; . . . she hath killed her beasts; she 
hath mingled her wine; she hath also furnished her 
table." In the "killing" and the "wine^" we are 
doubtless reminded of the crews — " Christ crucified." 
Then the title " WiSoOM " is very preciQus — it has 
miicJi the aame significance as the title " Word," in the 
beginrung of John's Gospel. The force of the dtle 
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**tAe Ward" is that unless God had revealed Himself 
in Christ, His ti/erks could never perfectly reveaJ Him, 
though there is efvough, by God's works in crearion, 
to show man his obligation, and to leave tum without 

If a man had not speech he could not tell out his 
heart, and hence the tongue is called the glory of a 
man: *" Awake up, my j?lory." Every revelation of God 
by other means than by Christ, is as nothing ia com- 
parison with that which would have femained iin- 
re\«aled- Christ is tAe Word of God; by Him He 
tells out His bosom secrets. " The only begotten Son, 
who is in the bosom of the Father, He hath declared 
Him." Now we have all that God can possibly reveal 
of Himself. "God is light," and "God is love." 
And if He be love, how precious to Him must be 
the afTection' of His children towards Him, and how 
grievous to Him must be the lack of affection? 

If God unfolds His heart in Chiist, thai how reason- 
able the demand, ^' My Son, g^ve Me thine heart ! " and 
Ought it not to be our chief business every day to 
" obey the command, or rather to fulfil Ihe wish, " My 
•on, give Me thine heart I " God as a Father ba« 
everything in Christ that He delights in. John ivii, 
" I in them, and Thou in Me, that they may be 
made perfect in onej artd that the world may know 
that Thou hag sent Me, and bast lav ed t hem a s 
Thou YasJt \oveA Me." It is not merely with love 
akin to ihe iwe wherewith God the Father has 
loved Christ; there is no differmce between the levt 
Re bears ie Ch^isi^ and the love He bears Ip us. Not 
only is it a matter of faith to believe this, but it is 
the highest obedience to believe it 

We were children of Adajnj but now we are children 
of God. Strictly speaking, Adan> before Ws fall had 
no fellowship with God, though he bad such a know- 
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legde of God as was necessary for his blessing as a 
creature. Nor, inflieed, if we apprehend it, is it possible 
for Goil to have fellowship with any creature as a 
creature; but He must have fellowship with us as sons/ 
and if wj6 be one with His Son, He must dwell in us. 
We Eiie not Only maiJe to sit together in hea\"enly 
places for the security of our salvation, but for the 
cammunion of lovei Our affections should be there, 
because God, as it were, looks fw us to be there 
in affection., " together with Christ " ; not only in point 
ot security of salvation, but in the Spirit's fellowship: 
" Bqilded together for an habitation of God through 
the Spirit" 



THE HOLY ONE BEARING OUR SINS. 
PsAlm xl. 

"I WAITED patiently for the Lord; ajnd He inclined 
unto Me and heard My cry." Every word of this 
psalm breathes out the sotil of the Lord Js&us, and 
speaks to God aad to us of His perfections. In veise 
8 we see holiness, perfect holiness, " I delight to do 
Thy will, My God : yea. Thy law is witfcun My heart" 
In His case no allowance for imperfections could be 
made, and, blessed be His name ! noiw was needed. 
In Hiai there was no law m the members, warring 
against the law of tlw mind ^ there was nothing in the 
Son of God come in the flesh that did not give per- 
petual, unspeakable delight to God who sent Him. 
And it was He alone — the Son of God, the Word of 
God, the Creator of heaven and earth and all things 
therein — thai could become Surety of the everlasting 
covenant {Heb. ™. 22). It is as such that He speak.% 
in this psaln^ saying "Mine iniquitus" (v. 12), for at 
Surety He made our imquides His own. 
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The- <Iifference between Sis confession and ours is 
unspeakable. In Psalm IL David, going to th« root 
of the matter, speaks of tunriself as utterly evil, in- 
curably cntJ; but when the Swi of God speaks, even 
though cs Surely, He says " Mine iniquities," He can 
only as to Himself ptrsonaUy speak oi holiness — 
perfect, immutable holioess — Che spring <A eve^fthitlg 
that can please God. Then a^ain, we are forgiven 
OUT sin on confession, for sin c-annot be truly confessed 
without being instantly forgiven and cleansed away. 
But Christ could have no focglveneEs, and He needed 
no cleansing, He could only be justified by full pay- 
ment of the debt, and on that ground He can justify 
others. 

The omily death Christ could die was th? death 
atonement. That death He died, and now He lives 
at the right hand of God, ajwt U the source of life 
and power to His people — all being due to His cross. 
The sinner dies a death of enmity to God; Christ 
died a death of iniinite love to God. The skmer dies 
a death of despair; Christ died with the sure hopo 
of resurrection. The sinner's death is no death of 
atonement, henCe deeper and deeper must be &ink. 
The death of the Son of God was the full revelation 
of all the perfections of God; it is therefore tha 
perfect rest of God, and the perfect rest of faith. 

And now, beloved, what is the song — the " new 
song"? "He hath put a new song into My mouth, 
even praiise unto our God." We sing acceptably to 
God, an^l our song is more acceptable to God than 
to our OVi'n eaf. Why? Because Christ ig Che chief 
theme. Let us observe the contrast between " eur 
God " and " Mtm iniquities." Our transgressions be- 
came Hh, and as they have been for ever removed 
from Him, so they are for ever removed from us, by 
His one sajcrifice. And now, being raised out of the 
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depths, He sings the new song^ the melody of which 
takes hold (rf and possesses the heart d" God. In 
this song we can join, aJwJ all through the sorrows oC 
the cross. Therefore no song can ever be so joyous 
or &0 solemn as ours. 



THE GLORY OF CHRIST'S OBEDIENCE. 
Psalm Tci. i4"ie; John xnii. 4-8: nix. 30. 

Beloved, by and by the justice of God must make an 
end of the season of God's long-suffering towards Hia 
enemies. Every moment that long-suffering is ex- 
ercised through the atoning death of God's Son; and 
when justice shaJI be adn^istered, by whose hajid 
shall it be executed, and who shall be tha judge? 
The once-judged One, And what is to be the rule of 
that justice which will at once be rigorous, admirnble, 
and wise? The rule and measure by which the Son 
erf God was judged is to be that by which He will 
Himself judge, and this will be the never-ending death 
of the enemies of God — a death from within them, a 
death of enmity against God, a death wherein con- 
science shall perfectly justify the sentence against 
them. It will be an execution of dea,th, without God 
and without hope. They will be raised to be d'ralt 
with in justice. 

From that death we have been by death for ever 
redeemed. But by what death? By a death in wWch 
was marUfested infinite love on the part of the dying- 
One — God's Son, the world's Creator, come in the flesh. 
His was a death always bearing with it a titla to re- 
surrection — " Because He hath set His love upon me, 
therefore will I deliver Hini." It was a life-giving 
death, a death ffbewin was fulfilled that word — " / 
have declared Thy nttme." And when the blessed Lord 
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said, in John riit, 30, " It is finished," the great intent 
erf the words which filled His heart was, " I have per- 
fectly declared Thy name." The gloiy erf the Son's 
«}bedience is seen in every step of His life, and pre- 
eminently in the death of the cross, and far tran- 
scends creation glory. God the Father's name is de- 
rtared, God the Father's love is. satisfied, and " there- 
fore doth My Father love Me " is fulfilled. 

While God executed His rightenius judgment upon 
His Sosi He did so net In the character of FatbcTj 
but In the character of sin-a^Tnging Judge; yet while 
the sword was in the haind of (he sin-avenginff Judge 
all the heart and love of the Father delighted and 
rested in that Son, and in the deed of that Son. 
And if it was said to Abraham, '* Take now thy 
son," thioB only son, thine Isaac, thy joy, " wftom 
ihou lovesi "—if that was true when they went up the 
mount together, □■h, was it not as much true when 
they canw down from the mount after the weapon 
of slaughter had been in the father's hand ? What 
yearnings there .must have been in the father's heart 
towards him who had been laid on the aJtax, had beqai 
bound to the altar, and who in purpose was slain I So 
do we see our heavenly Father's delight in the Son, 
whom He smote and silew, in the chairictef of sin- 
avenging Judge — smiting, bruising, shutting out all 
mercy in the cup which He gave that Son to drink. 
At the same time we see the perfect trust of the Son 
in the Father, acco«iding to those words in John xvi. $2, 
" I am not alone, because the Father is with Me." 

Beloved in Christ, never was there such a fulfilliiig 
of such a promise as, "There shall no evil befall thee" 
— never such a ful61Ung of a promise by the seemingly 
perfect breach of It. But He trusted, and the sustain- 
ing of His faith was the fuJfiUing of the word, " I will 
be with Him." "The Father is with Me," He said. 
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Put that side by side with " My God, My God, why 
hast Thou forsaken Me?" Let us never forgetj bC' 
loved, the one <x the other— the wrath and anger of 
offended justice spent upon Christy and the Father's 
lova at the sajnp& tjme delighting In the Son; the Son 
forsalcen, and at the same time trusting in the Father, 
even when uttering those words in Psalm, xxii. Infindte 
justice and infinite love together wrought the work on 
mount Calvary. Etemaly will nerer fanish the unfold- 
ing of the sufferings of the Son of God an the cro«fi. 
The suffering on the Son's part was the expression of 
perfect faith in Him at whose hand He suffered. In 
comparison with His sufferings there can be no other. 

We shall nerver bear the curse, because He has borne 
it. We can B>ever be forsaken, since He was forsaken 
for us. We may focsake Him, but He never forsakes 
us. And if His rod smate us, it Is as those raised 
tip together with. Christ, and as being under the discip- 
line of the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
And let ua remember that while our trials are never 
to be compared to the trial of Christ on the cross, yet 
are we to be admonished by two great things that wa 
See there. One is, that when God is excellently keep- 
ing His pcomisev He will often begin by a seeming 
breach of itj the other is^ that we are to seize the 
OCCaSBCWi for trusting the love, the faithfulness, the 
wisdom which we see in^ thei cross. We are to trust 
Him as doing us no evil, nor suffering any to befall 
us. Whatever be the occasion of the trial — be it per- 
eonai, be it in the Church of God, or in the state 
of the world ajound us, whatever it may be — let us 
take heed to this one thing, to keep Christ before us, 
and to copy His example in Crusting the hand that 
bruijed Him. trusting the love that did not spare Him, 
ajid trusting the wisdom that led Him out of death irrto 
the glory which He now has and shall fct ever have. 
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WHAT CHRIST IS TO GOD. 

Hebrews x. 19: Ephesians ii. ii-iz. 

I TAKE these tiro portions in order to bring specially 
before us what Christ is to God. Let us ask. What 
nvaJtes beavai full of fiigrajKe at this moment ? 
Whence came it? Who brought it into heaven? The 
answer is. The Son cif God bv the fragrance of His 
atoniiig sacrifice has filled the hohest of aJl Now, I 
would ulc a question — 'Is this the first thought of the 
raomang ? Is this the thought wmpped up in the heart, 
and in faith carried ihiTOugh -the day? It is a question 
for uld and ycmng whereby to test the state of the 
soul. We are never lit fi>r things below until we bring 
fitness down frocn aboire, not fit to handle matters qf 
the fanoiiy, or the church, or the house of business. 
And why not? Because we get a heart for God within 
the veil, and it is Only as God irt Christ is with us in 
aiJ our occupations that they are of any account with 
God as to acc^tance and blessing. Diessed be God, 
I look forward with joy. though with solemn consci^^ce, 
to the day of Christ I know that the judgment 
to wluch the natural mani is subject I have passed 
through in Chiist, and noWj because the iron fetters 
are struck ofFj the golden chains of God's etema] love 
jire aiound me; and I love my chains. If you ask 
what is the sir^le e^e^ I answer. It is an eye that looks 
steadily on to the day of Christ, " having boldness to 
■enter into the holiest" This it not what is commonly 
-Called a privilege J it is a right, but a right that carries 
with it ebli^atioft. Every child of God Is bound to be 
4 constant worshipper withon, the veil- He has not a 
fight of access now and thenj he has a dght of accept- 
ance idways. and no license in point of spirit and con- 
science to leave that place of worship at all. Let ua 
see to it that our cxmsciences are kept within the veiL 
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Ten thouuiHl questions would vanish away vttn the 
conscience thus tme to our Priesthood — our real Priesl- 
bood as one with Christ, 

Let me just say a. word upon Ephesians. 1 cannot 
but affirm what many will accept:: what perhaps some 
will be startled with ; but let them consider what I say. 
I affirm that, commonly, 3in0ngg.t the true, heavefi-bom 
children of God, the Lord Jesus Christ and His re- 
demption are regarded much nttxre with respect to ibe 
advantage brought thereby to the creature than the 
glory and joy thereby broijght to God, If we have 
been tiuTiiiig things upade do^Ti ma.y we let our former 
things be accounted as; nought, and broken in pieces. 
Ephesians L 4^ — -" That we should be holy and without 
blame before Him in love"- — means tha.t we should 
bstomc fit objects upon which in Christ, and as one 
with Christ, the love of God can firirf its everlasting 
rest. If we look a.t ourselves as sinners, or If we look 
nt OTirselves as mere creatures, what are we? As 
creatures, we are things of the dust; as sinners, worse 
th*n nothing. But, as God's children, our life h de- 
rived from tho crucified Son of God, whose atoning 
Sacrifice is life, and the nourishment of life, as He 
•ays, " He that eateth My flesh and drinketh My blood 
dwelleth in Me and I in him." Tbena is not only life, 
but contmunion. That life is worthy of (iod's deHght. 
Let us never forget what we were; but it is a common 
mistaie for God's people to have such an undisdnguisb- 
ing conscience tha,t they do not separate what thej' were 
from what they are. 

hel us watch and juiige ourselves, let us be dealing 
with all tha workings of the flesh aright. Let us re- 
member that every striving of the flesh would «end u» 
to hel! but for the blood of Christ. We do well to 
lay to heart that God has no reason for anything He 
doe* but in Hirrtself; and He will never fail to make 
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it mjuufe»t that wbai He does can be done by no one 
but by the Son of His love. Let us lay this to heart 
and let us copy our God in respect to Ctvist. He 
found His rest in Him ; l*t us do litewise. All our 

desires would then be fulfilled for labourers in the 
harvest, for let us remember thai if the Church of 
God were all worshippers wittun the veil, we should 
hiuve the listening ear to the speaking Lord, and He 
would never lay, "Whom shall I send?" without re- 
cedving th© answrer from the proper, fitting person, 
" Here am I, send me." It is as much my duty lo go 
when I hear His voice as not to go if He is siltnt. 
After Pentecost there is no such word as " the iabourers 
sire few," It is f>.uT reproach that such should be the 
case. If we were hvijig m the energy of the Spirit, we 
should always be cairyir^ the Gospel to needy ones, 

Turn to Eph. ii. 16-19. ^ fellowship with Christ 
the Priest, and Christ die Head over all things unto 
His Church, which is His body — if in fellowship with 
Him we work, and in fellowship with God our Father 
wo find our rest in Christ, we shall never fail to embrace 
in ow affections ail the Church of God. You je- 
meniber that after the taking of Jericho there was the 
charge, " Israel hath sinned." Then came the enquir}-. 
and the lot fell upon the covetous man. He was 
stoned, and Israel gained by the dea^h of the male- 
factor. But in the Body of Christ every member is 
necessary. The Body has need of the Head, the Head 
liaS need of the Body, But there is a vast differeiwe. 
The members often forget their need of the Head, and 
rely on strength and wisdom of their own : the Head 
never fails to ^mfcrace all the members as the gift Li 
God the Father Our affections should be the very 
cotinteipart of the affections of Christ and of God to- 
wards the whole Church. What then? Of necessity 
we should have the bowels of Christ towards the whole 
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■world. But Chat is not all. We cannot have the affec- 
tions that please God tawaxds the luuegeneraEe if we 
have not God's affections towards His own Church. If 
it were so, we should never be discouraged ^ fazy though 
tempted to discouragementj we should overcome the 
temptation. We ought never to be discouraged in the 
church, because we shall find our recompense in God. 
and in labouring in the Gospel we should never be faint 
or weary, because the love of God will always be our 
rest and recompense whatei'er the behaviour of men. 

In Timothy the exhortation, " Fight the good fi^ht 
of faith," was addressed to one who was in a special 
office in the Lord's House, but in Epbesiaiis vi. the 
word to the soldier is to the whole body. In Tirnothy 
it is addressed to us all indirectly, but here immtdiattly, 
" Put on the whole armour of God." What is the matter 
of contentiorv? It is not for etamal life — that we have. 
When Joshua enteneil the land he had a title to it ; 
but for possession and the fruits of the land he con- 
tended with Che seven nations. We do noC contend 
in order to be members of Chriatj but we contend for 
obeditnce according to our calling. CoEnmunion is Che 
fruit of obedience aitd gives joy to God, and the 
obedient one will lecC'ivo the crtnm by and by at the 
judgment sea* of Christ. 



"WE HAVE A GREAT HIGH-PRIEST." 

In Hebrews v. we are reminded that He who is the 
Frie^ foe ever after tba order of Melcbisedec offered 
up prayers and supplications not only in Gethsemane, 
but "in the days of His flesh." In Psalm itxii. 3 we 
read, " O my God, 1 cry in Cbe daytime, but Thou 
hearest not; and in the night seasonv and am not 
wlent" We are assured thai the Lord Jesus coiild 
L 
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not but pray, " If it be possible, let chis cup poAs 
From me " ; and in Gethsemane we bave a ftpecial ex- 
ample of His soiTow of expectation ; but this expect?!- 
tton filled His heart a3I along, though it grew as the 
hour approached. Psalm Ixxxvili. 15 shows tlus: "I 
am afflicted and ready to die from my youth up." How 
immovable was the love, bow immovable the justice 
of God! If it were possible to remit sin nithout 
vengeance being taken, we can be sure that was the 
time, when the Son of God made such suppUcatiun 
as " If it be pos*ib5e." The cross, shuts out anj " if " 
after that Hope lay in cesurrection. 

How glorious are the two words '^/uilifieJ" (in 
Romans) and " sanctified " (in Hebrews). Am I the 
guilty ofle? I am justified by faith in Cbrist Jku.s. 
Am I the unclean cine? 1 am sanctified by the blood 
of the Son of God. My title if not only to Ufe 
«texnal, but to all that God gives in His Son, because 
I am joint-iieif with Him; my dtle is one and the 
same with that of Christ Himself. Let us, therefore, 
not be as the " babes " spioken of at the end of 
Hebrews v,, but let U3 enter fully into the encoui^ge- 
ment given- at the end of Hebrews iv. The apostle 
writes, " Of whom we have many things to say, and 
hard to be uttered." Why? They are plain a^s the 
noonday sun; but " yo are dull of hearing." Let u« 
lake l>eed not to need thds rebuke, but to obey the 
commandnjent, " Ccnne boldly unto the throne of 
grace." Let us come, telling out all the heart; and 
let us remember tha.t Christ delights to show side by 
tilde the ^eatne^ of His cross and the tenderness of 
it. Let us go thiough and tbrcni^h into all the little 
things of our daily life and course of service, and nutke 
them matcei» of faithi and then we shall find Chit 
\^-e< shall not err and stumble even in very great 
matters. 



A Great High-Priest. 



How glorious a ihang it is to rejoice in the truth 
of chapter iv. 13, "Neither is there any creature that 
is not manifest in His sight"! If we look at the 
natural man- — at his [ricture as given in his first father 
— we see that when he becaiae guilty the voice of 
the Lord in the coo! of the day was to him no in- 
viting voice; he could not "come boldly," but fled and 
bid. Now, though all the family of the human race 
aje equaJly guilty, Satan has taught them to be more 
crafty than Adam. He was stubborn, full of pride, 
amd full of tenor at once; but he did not tell lies; 
he uttered no lies to God. Afterwards, a more prac- 
tised sinn^ said, in reply to the question, " Where ia 
Abel thy brother?*' "I know not" As the first man, 
guiJty and fearful, fled from God, so do the whole 
race of men every day of their lives, but they cover 
it up with a cloak of rdigiousness, and say their 
pitiyers. The blaspJiemer, who says, " There js no 
God " and the Pharisee, are twinrbrotbers. But as 
clrildreni of God we possass a great High Priest. Oh, 
let us Temember the difference between' " there is " 
and "we have"! 

Let us. then, use aright what we have. " Seeing 
then that we have a greM High Priest that has passed 
into the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let m hold 
fast our profession." It is strictly, "through the 
heavens'"; i.e., the heavens that are under sentence 
of dissolution. He has passed tfwough these ; 
but thet heaven that is worthy of Christ, and 
alone worthy to be called heaven, is God the 
Father's housei where He displays the brightness 
of His glory. God our Father seeks us and our 
warship there. The joy He has in, Christ is the joy 
He lias in us, and in our hearts' true affection. If 
we seek to be true worshappers of God our Father, 
we shall put all ow nutters as they now are into the 
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hands of Christ; and whether we have to do with 
Ihe Church of God or aught else, we shall begin and 
end with pleasing God in Christ We have no busi- 
ness on earth that is not summed up in. pleasing God, 
Our highest success, which we are bound to attain 
every day, is the doirg the will of God. We are not 
liound to make the crooked straight in the Church or 
in the world ; but we are bound to please God, accotd- 
ijig to present opportunities oar briaJs, present sorrows 
vr joys, im little matters and in great, in things of 
rime and in things of eftemit)-. Let me hold fast thig* 
And I shall go on in any service committed to me, 
and never be discouraged, but shall get great gain and 
great strength, though as touching the " oticward man " 
T may be wesker aiul weaker. 



THE MEEK AND LOWLY ONE. 

Matthew xl. 29. 

Let us remember, beloved, that we walk in the midst 
of men in this land who are far inore guilty than the 
men of Sodoni. We need hearts full of hopefuT affec- 
tion, full of sympathy with Christ. Why is not the 
judgment executed now that was executed upon 
Sodom? It is because of Christ's pre&enoB on high 
that judgment is delayed aitd long-suffering displayed. 
I desire to bring this before our thoughts and hearts, 
that the meek One in the days of His flesh, when 
He uttered those lovely words, " Learn of me, for I 
am nftek aad lowly in heart, and ye shall Bnd rest 
unto your souls," had not as yet sunk down to those 
lowest depths of self-abasement w"bicS He reached on 
the cross* when He uttered the words that begin 
Psalm xjrii. He is the meek and lowly One still, 
and as, in one sense, faith is past when sight conijeis, 
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that state of faith has ceased to the Lord. But all 
that Our eve sees tries fa5tb, and is contrary to it 
Faith means ceasing from the creature and tnisting 
oiily in the living God. In the old covenant proud 
man would accept the terms aJid meet the demanids" 
" All that the law saith we will do." On the othea- 
hand, we have said, " No'thing the law saith can we 
do." But standing in the everlastir^ covenant of the 
eternal God, we shall always be trusting, and shall 
always be secure. In Hebrews v. 7-9 we read that 
He who had nothing to unlearn, yet " learr>ed obedi- 
ence by the things which He suffered; and being 
made perfect " — that is, fitted to be the priest — " He 
became the author of eternal salvation unto all th«n 
that obey Himt" He learned obedience, and His 
faith grew with the demands upon that faith; and 
now, in the glory at the right hand of God, He is 
iks meek and lowly One still, and His meeluiess hai^ 
pa-ssed through the iire of the cross. May we learn 
lowlir^ess of Hiina in His life on earth and in His 

OUR USE OF THE WORD OF GOD. 
The precious promise of our Lord regarding the 
Comforter, " He shall glorify me: for He shall receive 
(rf mdne, and shall show it unto you," is fulfilled to 
us through another promise, " He shall guide you into 
ali truth" i to which we must add, "Thy Word is 
Bnith." 

The solemn obligation of all God's children is to 
deal ivith all God's truth. In order to please God 
fully — after that blessed pattern, " I do always the 
things that piease Him " — the believer must have 
respect to all the will of God as In His Word revealed ; 
and each one should seek to have this testinioiiy. We 
rightly pray, "Search n»e, O God"; but if the prayer 
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is to be answered, it must be by our being searched 
ttirougk the Word. 

God's Word is a whole^ its parts, being in perfect 
harmonj- with one another. If we deaJ with the whole 
Scripture, shall tind aJl that is needed for the 
vigour and coonelii^ss of the new man. And the same 
Word wluch will strengthen flild mould the new man, 
will certainly be killiT^ the old man. 

Let us examine ourselves, old and young, teachers 
and hearers. Do we deal with alt the Word of God, 
as before God, desiring, longing, thtnting that it may 
do its work upcm the new man, and especially upofi 
the old? We are always in great danger, when we 
read for comfort^ of stopjring short of being searched 
by the Word in our hearts and consciences. The 
Word is often compared to light, and this is one of 
the dtles of our Lord. But what is needed beside* 
■ the light w hen the sun is riseo? The faculty of sight, 
and the opened eye. As it is said of the Lord, " In 
Him dwelleth all the fulness- of the Godhead bodily," 
so has the Word of God all fulness for our need ; 
all the light we require for perfectly pleasing God is 
to be found in the Sniptures. Supposing there were 
faith's fid!, unresen'ed, constant obedience in tlie 
hearts of God's childrent then we should just as 
naturaJly &ee the light of God in the Wwd» as our 
outward eye discerns the light of the sun. All i\x% 
and divisions (those most unnatural things in the 
children of God) would vam.'ih awiy before the Word 
of truth like mi&ts before tba sun. 

Every child of God is accountable for using aright 
the time that Go«l gives for the reading of the Word» 
and while we cannot be caJled to give the account 
wWch the unregenerate man will have to give, inas- 
much as we are redeented by the precious blood of 
Christ, we yet have to give account of the things done 
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in the body, as God's children and Christ's members. 
SbaJI we not have to rend-er an account for these two 
Iriestjrnable gifts — God's Word, and the Comforter, the 
Teacher? 

The iron chaifw of guilt and ciirse are for ever 
yone, and the golden chains of love are upon us; 
let lis ever be found wearing them. Whale we oiake 
it our business to be serving God — •not according to 
our imagination, but according to His mind — we shall 
find it more easy to please God than to satisfy the 
cra,viiig8 of our hearts. Oitr perfectioni consists in 
jessing ottj but there must be no league with the 
CanaaniteHf no reserves in our obedience. The test 
must always be the written Word- 

If we wait in the Spirit, we cannot do the worki 
Lif the flesh, as does the natural nuaii (Gal. v. 16); and 
ctuB walking in the Sf^rit should be alt the day. We 
ill* to judge ourse!ves by the example of Christ, Eund 
by the commandments of Christ, in the closet, in the 
FaiEfllyf and in our caUir^s. The performance of one 
'luty will help another. But if I fail in seeking God 
in the closet, my prayer afterwaid may be only like 
the cry of distress ; it will receive an answer from a 
pitiful Father, but it will not be communicn. 

Let everything that God says tn the Wtjid be dear 
to mj heart, and then the outpourings of my heart 
will be music in the ear of God. Whatever be the 
outward calling, let our waJ:k be in the Bpiric, as those 
wboK ear, hand, and foot bear the ntarlu of atone- 
cnent and the Spirit's unction. So soon as the heart 
of anyone 15 made up to this, he will diicover hi» 
own imperfection, and be drivicn to the atoning blood ; 
but be will have the comfort of the Spirit, and prove 
ttttt nothing in the world, the Church, or the family^ 
can come in between his heart a^d fellowship with 
God in Christ. 
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THE WISDOM OF THIS WORLD. 

Whatever these stxalled men o/ science m&y &nd 
out — and very admirabk things do they discover, very 
marvellous — put all their discoveries togetlwr, set 
them by the side of the- mystery of God's love. His 
aund. His counsels, Hes holy name as in Cluist re- 
vealed, all is but nothing, and these wise men are 
but grubs In the old creation. It is God's new bom 
babes, nourished up with the ummngled milk of the 
Word, that have the eniajged understanding; these 
mm of science, the narrow and the strait. Of them 
it is true, "In much wisdom is mutii grief: and he 
that incTicaseth knowledge ijicreaseth sorrow " (Eccles. 
i. 1 8); but ho that increaseth knowledge of Christ 
increaseth joy and peace, and every precious fruit of 
the Spirit of God. Moreover, when the conscience is 
purged by the blood of Christ, the eyes of the heart 
are enlightened to see God in, every work of His hartd, 
fTT>m the greatest to the least. The hrmameoit above, 
and earth and sea, to the pure in heart are evear telling 
forth the glory of God tha Creator, and the grace of 
God the Redeemer (Ps» xix. 1-14). 



THE TWO BOOKS. 
Psalm xix. 

In the eleventh of Hebrews, and the beginning of 
the twelfth, the records of the deeds of faith are 
givien, and the Spirit of God commences with, " The 
worlds were framed by the Word of God; so that 
things which are seen were not made of things which 
do appear." The world, in the pride of wisdom, seeks 
to rise from nature up to nature's God; but so deba,Bed 
is man, that he can never truly apprehend the Creator 
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until bis conscience is cleansed by the blood of the 
RedeeiTnar. One of the most precious attainments 
for a believer is, to maintain a. conscience void of 
offence towird God ami man. And then to him the 
book of Creation, will be full of the voice of God, 
as his Father, Even among saints there is little 
understanding of man's accountability to God, apart 
from the revelition of Christ and the preaching of the 
Gospel. " The heavens declare the glory of Cod, 
and the firmamient showeth His hajidiwork." The 
savages that bear the Gospel are accountable for it. 
But had they no opportunity of hearing it, they would 
be accountable to hear the I'oices that day and night 
sound in their ear — the works of God. Man made 
himself a sinner, anrj is therefore accountable. 
.\Ithough it is most true, that "^by (me man sin entered 
into the world, and death by sin, and so death passed 
upon aJE men, for that all havo sinned," yet k is not 
until the fififi of Komans tha.t we have the mention 
of Adam; but firai of aJl (in chapter Hi.) earh child 
of Adami is brought in guilty before God. And, 
beloved, it would be a mighty help to us, In caring 
to send out the Gospel, if we understood the account- 
ability of mankind apart from the Gospel. We should 
not only be diligent to read t±ie book of Nature, that 
telJs tis of the Creatw, but we should enter into tl^s 
by Him, for whom and by whom all ttungs were 
created. And then, beloved, how blessed to be able 
thus to make the outward Bible and the written Bible 
continually tell the same tale. Everywhere the book 
of Creadon is open to us ; it speaks to us in a still sraaJ! 
voice. I read Psalm sis. for the sake of pointing out the 
vrnce which this double book gives — the one the out- 
ward book of Creatioai, and the other the written page of 
Scripture. Jonathan had to break his father's command- 
ment in order to get tus eyes enlightened, but " the 
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(--omnuindment i>f Jehovah is pure, enlightening the 
tyes; the fear of Jehovah is clean, enduring for ever." 
The effect of this double book on every divinely-Laugbt 
reader is, to make him cry out ^out hk& sin, " Cleanse 
Thou me frtm secret faults " ; and also, " Keep back 
Thy sen'ant also from presumptuous sins" — outward 
sins of action — " let them not have domindon wer roe." 



"HIS WORKMANSHIP. 

tN the Epistle to the Ephesians God's delight is, seen 
in chapter L 4 — " That we should be holy and without 
blame before Him in love"j and Christ's delight is 
seen in chjipter v. 27 — "That He might present it fn 
Himself a glorious Church, not having spot, or 
wrinkle, or any such thing : but that it should be holy 
and without btefrwsh." In chapter t. 12 we read, "to 
the praise of His glory " ; but in verse 5, " to Himself J' 
Glory is a servant to love. All that God can give us 
is a token of something lugber, namely, the love of 
His heart. 

In chapter iii. lO the apos-tle says, "For we are His 
workmanship, crated in Christ Jesus unto good works, 
which Go<l hath before ordained that we should walk 
in them." Being His workmanships we desire Co be 
less than nothing in our own sighL God delights to 
make the best and highest usea ol us if we are only 
fit to be used. Here among men there are golden 
vessels, clean and of exquisite workmanslup, yet un- 
itsed and only for oriuunent; but there ia no such thing 
in the house of God; there all clean vessels are used. 
The same ^-easel may be put to different uses, as Paul 
when in pdson was put to use in one way, and Paul 
when preaching, in another way. If a vessel be but 
clean^ used it must be, and that for honourable pur- 
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poses. Let us arA onlj- bear in mind /low vre were 
made nigh — by a life derived from the Son of God, 
the remembrance of which wnll help to bring us low 
— but let us see how fiig/t we are m God's sight. 
"Wo are His woq-knianahip." How pleasant then 
must wo be to Gad ! The wonder of wonders is 
Christ o-jftrtd uf; yet w( are beautiful to the eye 
of God and d( angels as one with Christ. If 1 verily 
believe this I cannot be otherwise than well-pleasing 
to God, as created airtew in Christ Jesus. Wliat then 
will my great business be? First, to have God's 
thoughts iiv my heart, as we see in Psalm cxxxijt. 17, 
" How precious also are Thy thoughts unto me, O God ! 
How great is the sum. of them I" We are so one witli 
Christ in God's thought and affection that His tboughti 
should always be as music to us. 

Our prayer should be according to Eph. iii., a£ well 
a» according to Epb. 1. The knowledge of the grftat- 
nes5 of the peu'cr that is toward us should lead us 
lo seek to know the greatness, of the love that is be- 
stowed on, us. We are onJy at horns in the Father'B 
house, and as to our place on earth we are ahmys 
abroad, wherever we may be. This needs to be umler- 
stood by anyone who has a desire to labour in another 
land. If the affections of Christ possess its we shall 
always find a held of labour at hand ; ever}''where we 
shall find room for the mind of Christ to reveal itself. 
If we know one another las Christ cortiniends us to 
God, the ver>' look and greeting which we give ofie 
another will be a sweet savour of Christ. " We arc 
His workmanship," If we were more bumble we 
should say Un times, Hmv worthy we are in, Christ, to 
one mention of our own umuitrlhiness. If, like Isaiah, 
in chapter y\., our lips are cleansed and our consciences 
purged, we shall say most humbly, readily, and quickly, 
"Send me." We ehaJI begin and end with pleasing 
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God, regardless of tha question of numbers, whether 
we go to the thousanda or the few. The " good 
works *' in wtuch we are to walk are " ordained " of 
Gsd. Daviii received hi* anointing to be Icings wlten 
ha kept his father's sheep, and it was all ont to him 
whether he bore cheeses to the camp or kept the sheep 
at hotoe. He was taken up with pleasing God. If 
WW realise this it will take many difficulties out of 
our path. 



KEPT AMID TEMPTATIONS. 
1 Peter i. 

TiiE word " precioua " is reTikarkably used by the apostle 
in this epistle, but the chief is here, " jweiHous 
blood " — only the Spirit of God can tell how precious* 
Having teamt to utterly coiwJemn ourselves, we trust 
only in the life-ginng blood of Christ, and glon- in 
the Cross, as did the apostle Paul. It is ramarkable 
that in. u-ritir^ to those who wefe by naLuraJ birth the 
seed of Abrahanv, but through persecuticms by their 
unbelieving brethren, were cast out and deprived of 
everything they naturally heEd dear, the apostle b^ns 
with joy. Not first with condoling, but wnging, so that 
he as good as said, You have lost everything as Jews, 
bxit gained everything as God's children, being " be- 
gotten to an inheritance incorrupdhle, and undefiled, 
aiw:i that fadeth not away." We can apprehend some- 
thing of the meaning of this word "precious," but to 
(dmpre/iend it we shall have an eternity to grow deeper 
and do^r in the knowledge of it. 

Then mark the words in verse 5 — " who are kept" 
One glorious point of difference between the Old 
Covenaart and the New is that the Old had no surety. 
A.9 soon as Moses had given hns message to Israel, they, 
being ignorant of themselves, said, " All that the Lord 
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hath spoken we will da" And how did they do it? 
By worshiippir^ th« golden calf : and from,' that day to 
this we see their rontinued disobedieace. They were 
ready to crucify the Lord, and then they rejecled the 
testimony of the Spirit, and they will go oa to receive 
and set up Anti-christ, until they are made to bow 
and own Jesus as the otUDified Son rif God. 

Suppose that on a stormy night anyone saw a naked 
candle in ait open squarej and that candle not blown 
out, but steadily burning, would he keep the secre* 
to lumself? Ah no. it would be published abroad in 
the papers. I don't know how many fsjxhmg candle* 
axe in this room! Hfns is it we aire kept? Under the 
New Cov^frtant Tiod's power takes occasion by our 
weakness, and againsL the power of the Devil, to keep 
us; our being kept day by day is a perfect miracle: 
let ua magnify together the preserving power of Gotl. 
The work of God die Father, Son and SfHPtt in creation 
is great, but which was the greater? Creating suii» 
moot), and stars, or the quickening one child of Adam 
from death to life? His glory in creation is as nOthiiig 
compared to His glory in saving us. ^^irades wc are. 
Every saved one owes life to the world's Creator. 
When Israel was brought out of Egypt Moses sprinkled 
tbem with the blood of bulls and goats; that sanctified 
them outwardly. But we ha™ been sprinkled in a-n- 
samce by the blood of the world's Creator. 

In verse 6 the apostle speaks of majiifold CempEii- 
tions." Job's three friends concliideid thai it was not 
possible for God to deal with a. righteous man as Ha 
dealt with Job. Had they seen the truth of his case, 
they would have reasoned thus, Ah, JoIj : God hal 
put great honour upon you in thus putting you into 
the furnace." But their calling him a hypocrite was 
the filling up of his cup, hence his " manifold tempta- 
tions," and he came out of the furnace gold relined. 
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We have all prtived something of trial in out cup 
to make it goud medicine; m *'exse 7 Peter goes on 
tf) the wiping away all tears. Our present behaiHour, 
in patienre anJ faiih, in the trial, will be to our praise 
in the day of the Lord. Could we have the praiae 
without the trial? It cante to pass after Abraham's 
fifty yeajs' experiemr* that God did try him, anti the 
emi of the proof was ihi-s, " Now I tnow that thou 
fearest God." So that, whether the trial be great or 
little, we have to watch against any allowance of an 
anxious thought, which is the child of unbeUef; to 
feel and to be sorrowful is one tttatig. but to be 
unbditving is quite another. The he^t way to kill the 
Msrpent is to crush the egg: it is a great matter for the 
chilli (rf Go<l to I earn that no cimimstaiwes of trial can 
possibly justify an anxious thought. The whole of 
Hei)rQws jci. is written to shovr the gtiiltiness of un- 
belief and the great honour God puts upon faith. 
Should there be anyore in this room without trial, we 
Tta(] l?eil*er stop our reading and pray for euch an one. 
A brother waa askeii — " What becomes of stagnant 
water? " The answer was : " It breeds corruption." 
We all need st>nie trial of faith. We may have little 
trials for which we need faith, aruJ if we deal aright 
with God about them, wb shall be prepared for th& 
greater ones, and be found ready to give thanks for 
them. " Giving thanks always for all ihingSj" is like 
pulling the string of a shower bath ; counties are the 
blessings He will pour out upon us. 

The Cross is the complete revelation of God in all 
His perfections, " He that spared not His own Son " 
— after this, the least spark of unbelief we should 
tread under foot ; we should consider that our oppor- 
tunity for trusting God in the dark will be over when 
we are gone to be with the LortJ. If we were caug-bt 
up to the tlurd heaven could we find a better reason 
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for trusting God ? Free fn>m temptations we should be, 
hut we should have no better reason for trustmg God 
there than we ha\"e here. Is it not a favour from God 
that we have these oj^rtunities here for fully trust- 
ing Him^ whereas in our unregeixerate $tate Satan 
taught us nothar^ but distrust. Now if in my weak- 
ness I entirely inist in Christ's power, the adversary 
mtist flee. " Resist the Devil ajid he will flee from 
you" — that is, if I rest fully upon Christ, I ilonV look 
to the advorsaryt but to Christ. We little think what 
power is ours, if only we are kept weak sjvA hlimtile: 
it is our strength that hinders the power of God. 

Let (IS, beloved, make the most <rf our opportunities. 
Th« time is very short that is allottetl to any one of 
us. In ofder to trust Him fully aboiit ea.rthly things. 
I must trust Him fully aliOut things eterual. WhefE^ 
the worldling ruakes his greatest things small by shut- 
ting out God, we make our little things great by our 
conununion with Christ, and we are to watch even- 
day agairc&t allowing little things to ruffle the teanper. 
and so mar our countenances ; whereas our counterf- 
fljK^es should speak of Christ (2 Cor. iii. iS). If in 
the little things that try us through the day we are 
kept in peace withtni, it will be seen in our faces and 
shine out in all our ways. Oh, the advantage we have 
above the saints who lived before Pentecost ! the full 
nootiday light is ours: theiefore our obligations are 
according to the revelaticwis we have received. We 
ought not merely to look at Abraham and admire bim 
for his faith and tnist in God ; we ought rather to 
outstrip hi™. Supposir^ that instead of the E-thiopian 
eunuch coming lo JerLisalem after Pentecost, he had 
come up to worship in the days of Isaiah, and bad 
asked Vam the Riearung of his 53rd chapter, could 
Isaiah have explained it? No; "they saw them afar 
off, and were persuaded of thiera, and embraced them. 
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nniil caofesSftd thai the^' were strangers and pil^ri 
or* the earth"- — -if we do not confess ourselves as those 
flid in Hebrews xl., if we build our nests down here, 
surely their strangerslup puts us to s^hame. 

In the case of God's sen'ant Daniel, we fijid that 
when Ik wept wer the sins and sorrows of his people, 
the angel Gabriel was sent with God's message to 
him saying. " Thou art greatly beloved," What is the 
meanii^ of " greatly helm'ed "? It is more than beirw 
God's child. It is rather that he was in affection 
pleasant chald to God. Let me leain. therefare, thflP 
whatever be my tria,!, if I am one with God in the 
tku.ttef, I please' Hink Holy ang'ejs delight to see 
us obedient, and no father &o delights ia the a£fectio<n.s 
of lus children, as God oux Father does in ours, " My 
Ron, if thine heart be wise. My heart shall rejoice; 
even Mine. Yea, My reins, shall rejoice, when thy 
lips speak right things" {Prov. xxiji. 15, 16). If we 
keep the heajt, we control the tongue — " for out of tl» 
abundance of the heart the n>outh speal^eth." ThM 
leads Ls on to the secontl chapter of this epistle; IsP 
me ibeware of how I speak of others, and especially 
when dealing with their faults ; if it be not don€ ' 
the bowdls Christ, 1 am guilty of evil speaking. 



THE LIFE OF TRUST. 
Pfslms xvl. and scviL 

Oh the fulness of the Word of God! Oh the 
searchable riches in these two psalms t " Prese 
me, O God : for in Thee do I piK my trust " (Ps. xvi. i). 
Man as created was a worshipper ; to be, and to wor- 
ship, happened both at the same timet, but he w 
tivery moment dependent upon God. He had no n 
to find cut God, although He was but scantily 
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vealed, W&, on the other hand, through sinj need 
all the fulness of God in. Christ, in whom it dweileth 
bodily. 

" Thou art my Lord." my Sovereign Lord (v. z), 
" my pofldoo " (v. 5). Adam knew nottang of the 
fulness of siich fetlowsblp. Oh, how blessed it is to 
put in contrast the tvro men — the man [nada out of 
the earth, and the Son of God who took upon Him 
the form of a servant — the only cme who could ever 
do thaL Satan could have had glory as a servant^ 
so also could Adam; yet both failed. But the Son 
of God took upon Him the form of a sen-ant, and in 
obedience went down to the lowest depths, which we 
can ne^'er failiom. 

In verse i the Lord gives us what characterised 
His whole life—" In Thee do I put my trust" " I 
live by the Father" was His word in John vi. 57^ 
and in chap, s, 15-17, He said, "I lay down my 
life"; not the life whach Adam posses^, but the 
life which He had in the bosom of the Father. The 
death must be estimated by the life. 

Faith is almighty with God, because He so delights 
in it. Do we like to be trusted? Let our delight 
in the confidence which others place in us, teach us 
to learn of Christ, whose ail-sufficient ptea before God 
was, "In Thee do I put my trust." Whatever be my 
failing, let me deal truthfully with God and confer 
it; but let me put far from me that worst of all evils, 
the limitKng of God, who is the God of all grace. 
When David's men lost their wives and children at 
Ziklag, they spalce of stoning lara, but David went 
at once to God, and the answer cam« with 1 double 
poTtiork of blessing. After confusion is made, God 
must honour faith which does not limit His grace. 

In Rev. iv. 6-8, we have a wondrous picture of the 
living ones with eyes before, behind, and within. 

H 
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Jesus had al! these, looking back M the glory, forwajd 
to the cross, and inward. " My reins also instruct me 
in tbo raght sM50o," He says in v. j, and in v. 1 1 H* 
looked beyond the cross to " fulnes* of joy," and 
** pleisures for evwmora" 

In PsaJm xvii. 15. we leam to say. "I shall be 
satisfied "^satisfied whcji, having Thy likeness, E shall 
be capable of enjoying Thy presence. Jehovah 
Elohim had all joy in Himself, Father, Son^ and Spirit 
But the Father havUig deigned to extend the fulness 
trf that joy by the giving up of His Soo^ He now 
seeks the fellowship of His redeemed sons and 
daugihtea^. But, ixt order to please God, I roust la 
my thoughts entirely separate the first Adam frcMU 
the Last Adam, the Second Man^ Let us also re- 
nunnber that no tender-hearted eajihly parent is so 
easily pleased as is our Father in heaven by His 
children's trust. What a pattern the Lard Josus pre- 
lents to us in this, beloved, and as we eneTcise ouiwlves 
to have a conscience void of offence tcward God and 
toward ULan, Lhe more shall we bear the voice of God, 
not as the voice of thunder, but as the still small voice 
frmn off the mercy-seat If the L«d has to stand at 
our door knocking, knocking^ we ought to think more 
ai His loss than our own ; and Eet m bear in mind that 
since it has pleased God in His grace to make us His 
own, He needs us as His children. Christ also needs 
His brethren, His members, and will not obtain Hia 
full satisfaction tiU He recedves os unto Hinwelf, 



WALKING BY FAITH. 

It is a great matter for every disciple of Christ to 
settle in Iws heart that he is called to walk by faith, 
and not by sight To come to this conclusion, and 
nothing less, is prudence. TTie world knows nothing 
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of faith; all its courses are tlie fruit of this thought: 
" The fool hath said in Ms heart, There is no God." 
His must be a course of folJy whose life is a life 
of unbelief; but ours is to be a life of faith in the 
Son of God, who loved us and gave Himself for us. 

Has God nEide provision for the life of faith ta 
which He calls us? He never makes a claim on us 
witliout reason. The revelataon He has given us of 
Himself is His claim, and His |ffOvision for us is, 
that He has done His utmost and His best in Christ. 

Moses chose " rather to suffer affliction with ±e 
people of God, thaji to «ijoy the pleasures of an for 
a season; esteeming the reproach of Christ greater 
riches than the treasures in Egypt" Christ was but 
dimly revealed to Moses; but God " has provided some 
better thing for us," and has revealed to us :ji fulness 
that same Christ whom Moses dimly beheld. 

The examples of faith in Hebrews xi. are not given 
to us to admire orLly> or e^'em to copy, but Co exceL 
God lays vs. under this obligatiori because He has 
given us a revelation of His Son- There is no wisdom 
but that trf living by faith on tlungs unseen. Whether 
we are ei^aged in the closet with God's Word and 
prayer, or in the work of our hajnd£, our wisdom is 
to walk by faith and not by sight 

The ehildreji of this world are wiser in thar genera- 
tiMi than the children of Ught, but we shouM seek 
that this might not be true of us. Tlie saved should 
be the wise, the happy, the holy; and we have provi- 
aioo for this to the full in Christ, if we do not give 
way to self-will. Christ is as willing to save us from 
all that would harm us as He is to save a sinner from 
hedl. His Word is, " Come unto Me , . , and I 
will give you rest " — rest from anxious forebodings, 
from the wounds of offended pride or thwarted sfitf-wilL 

Remember that the fulness of Christ is all vrert., 
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tad that faith has a right to alt that fulness. In 
Heb. V. 9 we read that Christ was "made perfect"; 
that is, perfectly fitted to be the Priest for us, the 
Aaron and Melchisedec. He has presented His me 
perfect atomng sacrifice, and perfection excludes re- 
petition. Angels cajmot claim brotherhood with Him. 
but He is not ashamed to call us " brethren," and He 
is perfect in sympathy. He feels (or us more than 
we can feel for ourselves. The apple of the eye 
tender, but the heajt of Christ is much more tender. 
Our treasure in Him is complete, infinite^ and etetna.!. 



HEAVENLY INTEGRITY. 
Haaarks on Psalm lonH. 

The whole burden of this Psalm is " integrity." Be- 
loved, one the highest and richest blessing From 
God is to have what the Scripture means by *' m- 
tegTJtyt" It is indispensable to our growth in grace 
and in the knowledge of Christ, and to the careful 
ttKLintenance of peace of soul — indispensable to our 
deaiing in true and living faith with our daily trials 
and matters. But let me say, beloved, that what God 
means by intepity is not what the word generally 
implies; nor, alas I alas! is it the integrity that very 
commonly contents the consdences of God's children. 
Oh. if God's people did but waie up to this — that God 
reckons nothing to be integrity that will not bear the 
test of His Word! For the most part, the world is 
quite content if its dull, blind conscience does not 
rebuke, does not condmin; and, as conscience sinks 
in the man, in the family, in the natitMij so that man, 
that famiiy, that nation, may hold on. the path to 
certain ruin, and yat fee as quiet as if walking in ways 
pleasing to God. When once the devil succeeds i 
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leading to the iindervaluii^ of God's Word, and we have 
little of it sounded in the ears dE the people, depend 
upon it, God will smite the people. Tliey will care 
nothing about the acknowled|^mt of God in public or 
in fffivate ; then there will be an end of this great empire. 
But, alas I the grie\'0ijs neglect of this treasure- of 
treasures by the people of God is too commoni. They 
are dealing with God's Word as they would not deal 
vrith a bag of copper! Their consciences become 
adapted to custom, and do not rise above the level 
of what is the universal practice. Hence many of 
the things which Christiana are zealous of will be 
but ill conmnended at the judgment-seat of Christ. 
Obi my dear friends* when the Psalmist speaks about 
" integrity," he raearns " integrity " as judged by God, 
according to God's Word. 

Be^o^ed, this is a peculiarly precious portism of the 
Word of God. I call it the Psalm of heavenly in- 
tegrity. " Examine me." You will observe it is very like 
the fourth chapter of the first epistle to the Corinthians, 
" Moreover it is required in stewards^ that a man be 
found faithful. But with me it is a very small thing 
that I should be judged of you, or of man's judgment: 
yea, I judge not mine own self; for I know nothing 
by [j.e.i against] myself j 3?et am I not hereby justified." 
That ia to say, my conscience, instruicted by the Word 
of God, testifies to my integrity; but I do not rest 
in that, I will say, " He that judgeth me is the Lord," 
and, while I am thankful for the testiriwmy of a good 
confidence, I seek to have it rectifi«I more po-fectly 
by the Word of God. This is what Paul means when 
he saySf " Herein do I exercise n^self, to have always 
a conscience void of offence toward God and men." 
"I will wasih my hands in innocency" is an alluaon 
to the brazen laver and its pure waters; and it is good 
to remember that Aaron ajid his sons were not only 
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to wash their hands, but they were to wash and Co 
wonhup. Just as the FsaJnust, so the apostle exercises 
himself. He knows how trw it is that none cam iiiKier- 
staiul hi« errors ; and if we are truly walking with God 
as our Father — justly, blamelessly walking — then this 
will be a mark of it, God judges me not according 
to the law of Mwes, but as a Father in Chnst God 
marks my walk, I have made Chriat my best robe, to 
answer the demand HLs justice, so as to cover all 
iby sins and guilt. He can see what I Cannot see; 
and 1 say, *' Examine me for what I do not now see." 
There is no cleansii^ of the sin of ignorance withovt 
blood; and there is no soil of a child of God but would 
cast him into hdl. did not the blood of Christ pre- 
vent What a blessing it would be if God's childrra 
everywhere sought to rectify their consciences by the 
Word of God! NoWf note the nth and 12th verges* 
No child of God ever grew in grace without eicercising 
lumself to have a conscience void of offence towards 
God and towards men; and there was never a child 
of God, chat did so exercise himself, who did not grow 
in grace. 

As in Psalm xw,, so here, the Psalmist has respect 
to all God's people — the whole congregation: "My 
foot standeth in an even place: in the congregations will 
I bless the Lord." No one can be wrapped up In 
himself or in his own service^ the heart gains by a 
custom of fellowship that thinks much of other sefvan-ts 
of Christ. Thenr service for God is my service, their 
joy my joy, tbeir honour my honour, and their blessing 
my blessing- — whether it be teaching in the Sunday- 
school or any other service. Oh I beitjved, let us think 
with tender hearts of atl !n like manner sening. Arc 
we endeavouring to preach the Gospel of Christ? Let 
vs remember all our fellow-servants- Do we hear of 
eheir winning souls? Let us thank God, and then we 
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shall ha.ve abundancB of comfort from God in our 
own service; we shall be asasted in it, we shall be a 
savour of Christ to God; and as to success, the Spirit 
of God will taka care of that, ajid we shall not lack it. 

Beloved, let us seek in ooir daily occupation to main- 
tain a good conscience before God, and then the very 
trials of our outward occupa-tiot* will telp on our growth 
in grace, and increase our delight in God on the first 
day of the week. It is because of doii^ things to 
ouraelveSj and not to tbe Lord that service does not 
help our faath and increasa ou* jc^. We bear cur 
burdens ourselvesj and they become too bMivy for us. 



f» ON PLEASING GOD. 

T^IE great pattern q( perfectly pleasing God is qui: 
Lord Jesus Christ (John wu. 2g). In Matt. iii. i6, 17, 
Christ, having come up out of the waters, was in type 
what He now is at the right band of God. What a joy, 
and rest, and comfort it is to think that Godj whom we 
call Father, has had One upon this earth who ha* 
pearfectly pleased Him 1 Does it not become each one 
of us to begin above with God the Father resting in 
Christ? And while are oonadering that, do we 
not share aomeahing of that rest? The eye erf God 
the Father was upon Chiist step by step> reading 
every thought of His heart, and heaiing every word 
from His lips, and everything from Him went up as a 
*weet savour to God. 

Before we consider how far we please God, we musfe 
begin with Claist, the Priest at the right hand of God, 
and what we are in Hirrnj and be on the watch lest we 
get under the law. Our consoieaice should always begin 
with " It is finished." We begin where the law ended, 
and now His acceptance and ooira are one. Supposing 
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the adversary <^d not hide that from Che saints, there 
would be at once a flomng together oi all the familf 
of God. A truly spiritual conscience will first con- 
sider that God's eyA is always upon Christ, and never 
looks at my disobedience but in Christ, and then with 
the eye of a Father—" the Father of mercies, and the 
God of all comfort," He is unspeakably more pitiful 
to me than I am to myself; and if I am ciideavoiiring 
to please Him, He is more readily pleased ihm I am 
myself. 

God sees holy angels through Christ, but not in 
Christ. Sonship belongs to regeneration. They Are 
Servants, and it is high promcrdon for thetm to serve 
Christ and Mis members. We ought to remember, 
too, that they are witnesses to our obedience or dis- 
ofcodience; theffefore the word* in i Tim, v, ai: "I 
charge thee before God, and the Lord Jesus Christ, 
Bod the elect angels." 

Our pleaising the Father hangs upon our obedience 
to that Father. Our conscience looks directly upon 
our inward state: the eye of God never do« that, but 
always upon Christ, but He leaves us to see our 
failures and judge tbemi, and if we do so He won't see 
themi. He makes room for His approval of my obedi- 
ence, which Ha could not if I were under the law. 
If I have the assuranoe that God is pleased with me, 
although usy circumstances may be full of trials it 
makes me walk upori the waba«. I oi^ht to be dealing 
mth Hinv according to Fs. icii. 12: "Who can iinder- 
ttand his errors f" Cleanse Thou me from secret faults.** 
Here we havo the steps of one truly led by the Spirit 
of holiness and the Spirit of libei+y^ — first by the Word, 
aitd next by the conscience. This is the language of 
a soul that entirely pleases God, a soul within the vail 
where the holiness of God is repealed to the conscience 
as through the atoning sacrifice, which is the vexy 
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perfume of the presence of God. The children of 
God ought to ha.ve the Epistle to the Hebrews graven 
deeper and deeper on the heart and conscience, and 
the mora closely we follow God the more fully we see 
our imiperfectioniS. 

Ho<w precious is the SjMrit^s testimony concerning 
Enoch in Heb. jcL 5, that before his translation he 
had this testimony, that he pleased God." I have often 
mads offer of j^iooo if anyone will prove from, this 
cba-pter in Hebrews that Abraham denied his wife. 
That there is no reference to it is only to be accounted 
for in one way. He comeB in after the Great High 
Priest at the right hand of God, I would bring to 
your remembrance what God says of David in i Kings 
xiv. 7, 8. How can you explain this mthout Hebrews, 
artd Christ the Grea.t Hig^h Priest? It is very sinulajr 
to "He hath not beheld iruquity in Jacotfj neither 
hath He se^ perverseness in Israel " (Nuna, xxiii- 21), 

Is it possabJe for any natural man ever to have 
peomed such words shouX David? This is a. sample 
of how God deaJs with those who truly judge their sin; 
ar>d it is imtten as a greatt principle of God's dealing 
■with His children, for through the Great High Priest, 
OS one with Hira^ we have a title to forgiveness accord- 
ing to I John i . And al! my conf e sa ior>s„ aJl my 
repentance now, will be to nay praise in the day of 
the Lord, It won't be posKb-le for me to forget my 
debt If it were, away would go my gratitude. Let 
roe now maJte no league with the Canaanites, nor 
with those in the valleys — the enemies within; if you 
make no league with thorn God is well pleased with 3^011. 

The ladder to clitnb up to the communion of 
the Epistle to the Ephesians, I always say, is the 
Epistle to the Hebrews. 
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THOUGHTS ON HOLINESS- 

HoLiNRSS is likeness to Gf»d- The Lord Jesus Chri* 
is the great pattern of holiness, and we cm only attain 
it by being imitators of Him. 

There may be a lack erf holiness and fet great 
u^ightness in outward walk, but holiness shines fordj 
in the life just in tha measure in wlach Christ dwells 
in the heart. Mistakes often arise from our con- 
founding what is nslvmily right, with what is pleastmg 
io God. The judgment of the naturaJ conscience muat 
not be truS-tedT for it may greatly deceive Us, and w6 
always need the sure Word erf God. The flesh at its 
best is but a tiger in chains^ and the law of Moses 
must not be confounded with the law of Christ Holi- 
rwas can cmly be oure through the blood of Christ, 
far " in the blood is the Ufa" 

If we find our rest where God finds His — even 
Christ — we shall neiier be disturbed or at a loss, and 
never be at the mercy of drcumstances. We shail 
rather prove the fulfiltnent of the Word, " The peace 
of God which passeth all understanding shall garrison 
yOur hearts and minds through Christ Jesus," 

We often hear of practical holiness. But was not 
Mary at the f£^ of Jesus, fo>r that time at least, a 
more practical person than Martha,? It is a false 
holiness which does not b^m and end with pleasing 
God. 

Let Us always seek to dtstinguisb between emotion 
and affection. Affection toward God is a peaceful 
stream^ clear as crystal, enahltng the soul to endure, 
and to persevere. Emotion is a more occasional 
thing, and may be the fruit of ^>ecial drcum. 
stances, as we read in the Acts, " The disciples were 
fiJEed with joy." Our blessed Lord Himself, both CMi 
the mount and in the garden, had emotions that wero 
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not ordinary, but HLs ajfeciion flowed on in unbroken 
strength awi contiraiance. Affection, not emotion, 
U the true test of saiictification. 

We ali need special help from God for special 
seasons, but this may surely be left to the sovereignty 
of Him who knows our need. 

The "whosoever" of John iii. i6 is most precmuSi 
but let us go on t& tlie " whatsccver " of chapter xv. — 
" Ye are my friends if ye do whatsoever I command 
you"; then the " whatsoever ye 5ha]l ask " (v. t6) will 
be ours alsa 

If the commsLnd in Rom. vi. 1 1 be obeyed—" Reckon 
ye also yourselves to be dead indeed unto sin, but 
alive unto God through Jesus Christ our Lord " — it 
will ensure a holy, blameless walk in thre sight of God 
and man. If I fulfil my relationship to God in Christ, 
I fthall ne\'er do or say an unworthy thing. Entering 
into my oneness with Christ, my afTections must neces- 
sarily run in the same channel as His, Strong and 
true affection to Him will not let me rest if one of 
His precepts be transgressed ; but mere natural up- 
tightness will gi™ n*e no such exercise of heart. If 
we walk with God we shall always say, " The good 
that I would I do not," even though our walk be 
unblameable before our fellow-men. Our thoughts will 
be occupied with Christ; it is Christ that died — that 
is, cnce for all; "who also maketh intercession for 
us" — that is continitally. 

Let us be on our guard against IcywerJng the standard 
of holiness. "The law is spiritual; but I am camal." 
Yet we can say " I delight in the law o^f God after 
the inward man," even as the San of God said, " I 
delight CO do Thy will, O my God"; but He needed 
no allowance to be madef for imperfection. By God, 
by men, by devils, He was called " The Holy Ono 
of God." 
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If I cannot see my own impecfecdon I must fail to 
be pnfectly pleasing to God ; and any bdiever who 
trunks be has reached a state of perfectioa is under 
a sad delusion. 

If we walk, in the li^t as God \& in the Hght^ we 
fihaJl see imperfections which the grctsser consdence 
of one not walking in the light, cannot discern; but 
we shall know that God does net sec them, for He 
sees us in Christ. 



YIELDING OURSELVES TO GOD. 
Psaim Ixiii. 

Tms psalm naturallj follows, and is the fruit of, the 
«iity-second. We remember, He only is my rock* 
. . . The rock of my strength, and my refuge, is in 
God. Trust in Him at all times i ye people, pour out 
your heart before Him: God is a refuge for us." And 
FsaJm Ixiii. be^ns, " O God, tboU art my God !" But 
without further examining it, let us just take it as the 
psalm of the rightfyl king, anointed, but persecuted 
by the king then on the throne. Let us for a. 
moment consider it as the h-eart utterance of the soa 
of Jesse, suffering at the haad of Saul. Beloved, taken 
thus, will it not help us in fully yielding ourselves 
to Him to wbcrni we belong? Vou observe that with 
all fus persecutions David sees the future 35 the 
thing present. Beloved, let us see ourselves in glory 
with Christ, and we cannot but behave ourselves aright 
"Whom He called, them He also justified: and whom 
He justified, them He also glorified-" 

Our great business is seen in verse 5^ " My mouth 
shall praise thee with jc^ful lips," Ota- business is 
not so much to get frem God as to give ie God, We 
have recaved so much that He expects us to be 
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givers, especially oi praise. And while wa give thianks 
for benefits bestowed, for His precious consideration 
of Us in smallest as well as greatest matters, let us 
remember that «"hat God chiefly delights in is our 
{Musing Him because c/ Hh ways in grace by Christ. 
This is the cluef sacriiice, and is am indication that 
we have indeed given ourselves unto God, as Christ 
give Himself for us unto God, who sent Him. 



THE INTENT OF ROMANS V3I. 

Instead of treading underfcxK the justice of God in 
saving soiUsir Christ magnifies the lan^ snA makes it 
honourable. In vl. 1 1 — " Likewise reckon ye also 
yourselves to be dead indeed unto sin " — we have a 
comunand, the neglect of which should aifect our 
coflisciences as truly as if we had been guilt? of 
stealing. In so far as we do not obey it we slip away 
from Christ, and put ourselves under the law. To be 
Surety He must be io Himself guHUessj but being 
Surety He must hy impuiaiion be guilty. As Aaron 
carried the sweet incense into the holiest (Lev. xvi, 12), 
BO Christ earned into heaven the very fragrance that 
fills the heaven of heavens. We are to " reckon our- 
selves to have died " in our Suretyj and to be alive 
unto God through and with Jesus Christ our Lord — 
in both states we are to reckoo ourselves to be with 
Him — and we are to regard ourselves as worshippers 
with Christ enwrapped in that cloud of incense. All 
the seventh of Romans is so framed as to keep us 
where the sixth chapter has set us. The ore intent 
of the whole chapteir is to keep U9 on the ground of 
grace, and froca going back to the law. 
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RIGHT AFFECTIONS TOWARDS ALL THE 
FAMILY OF GOD. 

Ein X. 2 : Jobo xvti. 8, ix, 16. 

Beloved, we have been entreating God to gi^ us 
right affectians towards ail the family qf God, affecticMis 
that please God. We never can regard others aright 
unless we first regard ourselves aright; and for this 
we have need to uflderstand better what uii were, and 
also what we now are according to the eternal counsel 
of God. We must have God's affections, and imder- 
Btand with the understanding of faith in order to be 
able to piersevere in our affection towards the family 
of God. 

I only remind you of what you alt know, that we 
need to watch our owti hearts lest there be some affec- 
tion which is not Eke God's, We are apt to look at 
ourselves only in regard to our saJvalion. from the 
pollution of s.in, its guilt, and cofidemnation and rulnj 
but we are little apt to consider that are not onJy 
saved fmni' sinnersbip, but also from mere creatureship, 
Creanires we ever must be; but let us remen^cT that, 
we now stand in Christ, and not only accepted, but 
loved in Christ, and worthy of all God's love. No 
Creature can be that, simply considered as a creature. 
Be he holy or unholy, it is the same. The sinner, 
the sinning creature, angel or man^ iS worthy of wrath ; 
but the upright creature, simply as a creature, is never 
worthy of God's love. On the other hand, we are 
infinitely worthy In. the Son of God; and as He is loved, 
so are we—-" As the Father hath lox-ed me, so have 
I loved you." 

I am bold to say that it lay in God's counsel to will 
our salvation or not; but if He would have us in Christ 
His love m:Ust be upon us even as it is on His Son. 
Now if I look on, evesfy child of God, whoever he may 
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be, raEcmbenng that he is saved from creatureship 
is well as from sinneiship, tivt Spirit of God clainijng 
him, and possessing him for ever for the rest and jay 
of God the Father, it is impossible for me so to look 
without eiiJaracirig him as God the Father does. This 
is the great secret of our love to one another. 

I see the world's diecleiudon, and, oh, let us seek 
better and better to see it, and more povi'eifully deal 
with it t But, my beloved brethren, shall never 
have right affections towards the world if they are 
not first right towards the saints of God ; and if we 
have right affections towards the saints we cannot fail 
to have right ones towards the world, and our be- 
haviour will be right too. 

Just turn a nwrneivt to Jeremiah ix. i, " Oh that my 
bead were waters, and mine eyes a fountain, ct tears !" 
Now look at verse 23, and mark that there is no 
mention here of the sin of the drunkard, or of the 
whoremonger, or of the idolater; there is no mention 
of aught that the natural conscience condemnsj but 
there is miendon of the claef sins that are now m 
favour in tJie hearts ajid minds of God's children — 
drs which make the Church of God the sport of the 
harlot, aiTbd the jest of the Philistine. " Let not the 
wise man glojy iii his wisdom, neither let the mighty 
man glory in his might, let not the rich man glory in 
his riches" It was man's wisdom Chat rent the church 
of God at Corinth, and it laeets with high approval 
now, as mrthly power and glory also do. God's saints 
are contending for the highest piacCj running the race 
with the world for earthly honours; and the love of 
money is a root of aH evil. Ah I there would be no 
poor members of Christ in the workhouse if the love 
of money were rooted out. These aje the great sins 
of the day — ^the pride of wisdom, the pride of fawir, 
the pride of wealth; and in chap. viL 4 we read of 
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ajiDChea-, the pride of religien, " The temple of the 
Lord, The t«nple of the Lord, The temple of tiie 
Lord, are these," Oh, beloved, let these things not 
be nourished in wr hearts, but Jet them be seen as 
God our Father sees them, as Christ saw them in 
the days of His fleshi What then? "There is hi>pe 
in I&rael" touching our difBcuIdes; and all our dangers 
of dividing those who are in the body, and hold Christ 
the Head, are gone. 

If it be asked. How shall the lost simer be saved ? 
have you any answer? If I look at God's justice, or 
at God's law, I have no answer. On the contraiy, I 
have Scripture for me to say there is none, " In the 
day thou eatest thereof, thou shalt surely die"> and, 
" Ciirsed ba every one that continuetli not in all things 
written in the book of the law to do them." But there 
is an answer, and but one possible answer; it 13, "Be- 
lieve on the Lord Jesus Chmt, and thou shalt be 
saved." But how is it poss^ible that the Church of 
God ca^5 ever keep the unity of the Spirit? The 
answer is easy. C^e fronij those things which grieve 
the Sffirit of God, Has God less delight in saving 
us from the hands of Satao? Surely not. There is 
" hope in Israel " touching these things- But let us 
remember that God has piTOvided no axmour for the 
back; therefore, let us trust, knd we shall see what 
God will do fc* us. 



PROGRESS IN DIVINE LOVE. 

In the first Epistle of John, Christ as the risen and 
ascended One fills up that discourse of His in John'^s 
Gospel, wlwcb is contained in chapers xiv.-xvii. In 
the Gospel we have Christ speaking to us in the days 
of His flesh J in the Epistle He speaks through the 
apostle from the bosom of the Father. In John sv. 14 



Progress in Divine Love. 193 



we find the path to the commuiuoa of Hia love 
wherein to waJk im the fubtess of the friendship <rf 
out God : " Ye are my friends if ye do whatsoever I 
COmmajvd you." 

When God is most a Father He is most a Sovereign, 
and these commajidmenits of Christ are surely our 
highest authority. The obedience of love aims fax 
higher than the law as given from Sinai, Love has 
an iron will. Love is the only term or condition of 
communion, and cannot be dispensed with. Christ's 
love is always the sanie- Suppose any member of 
Christ be found like Lot in Sodom, His love toward 
such is the same, but the communion is not; for His 
love cannot then go out in bosom friendship. 

The fairest things of the flesh axe the greatest 
enonies of faith. Vou may put down drunkei>ne65, 
and unseat covetousness, which is far worse, but 
" philosophy and vain deceit/' of which we read in 
Col. ii., are wcttsb than bothj and to meet them vre 
need heavenly nTsdoni. The crucified Son of God 
is made unto us wisdotn-, because He unlocks the 
boaom secrets of the Father. IE we are to learn and 
to be imitators, we cannot follow afar oBF. Imitators 
must follow closely. If I am an imitator of God and 
of Christ, it is not possible for me to imitate anyone 
else. Follow saints only as they follow Clirist. " Be 
followers of me," said Paul, and every servant of 
Christ ought to be able to say the same. Let us 
beware of our tendency to copy the faults rather than 
the excellences of one another. All the eoccellences 
of Elijah's character were in Elisha. A double por- 
tion was given, that Ls, plenitude for hxs mimstiy. 
Htwr was this? He kept his eye on God. 

The longing o( Christ to have us is according to 
His love in dying for us. We shall as far exceed 
holy angels in capacity as we do in relationship. The 

ft 
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"body of huiflaliation" is to be " fashion^ like unto 
His glorious bot^y." Whea we have the fulness of 
our capacities we shall have the whole book of Hi* 
GltHy unfolded to us. 

Now is tha time when onr Lord is prpparing the 
wotrk "without." and Enakinig it fit for Himself: then 
He will build His house (Prov. xxiv. 27). " In due 
tame Chrisc died" (Ronu v.). "Why not before?" 
man a£k>s. God took time. Infimte wisdom could 
not suffer it to take place before, and so also " in due 
se^on we shall reap if we faint not " (GaJ. vi, 9). 
There- wilt then be a due winding up of the things of 
God, There is a reaping time new, but it is only 
an eajne&t. 

The present course that God is taking with the 
world is in order to justify His way by and by. God 
will not be content with being righteous in His own 
eyeSb or in the eyes of the holy angels; He must have 
& tesdmoiiiy even from His enemies (Ps. xxxi. 17, t8 ; 
Jude 14, 15). Every hypocritical prayer, every 
ifreverent work, every scoffer's gibe and jest about 
Him must be broug?a£ out God will eonmnce all that 
are ungodly of their ungodly deeds and their hard 
speeches, and the sinner will be made to give a teati- 
nony to the equity of God, and the equity of his 
everJastiag; destruction. God takes lime as to ^dirtg 
His Son ELgaini Meanwhile, if aelf-wisdom and self- 
will do not hinder and Uniit us, it is natural for God 
to povr into us His love in Christ. Let us be BO 
guided by the Word, that we may know how to re- 
present Christ fitly before all with whom we have to do. 



MEMBERS ONE OF ANOTHER. 



Romans xii. 

Ttas is God's code of laws for His redeemed people. 
The wise men of the land have their laws and sta.tutes 
innumjeraiile. This code conviwe bends all the passible 
laws of the King of gJory, Let me first, for your proti^ 
read the whi>lej then let mje put forth some things 
which have beenj upcwi my heart, which flow from the 
great truths that we have been dealing with. 

Beloved, we have been endeavouring in our meet- 
ings to help CMie another to high thoughts of what we 
are to God in Chnst We have been endeavouring 
to bear h\ roind what we were, and what we are 
through God's grace. I doubt not but that all hearts 
have had the truth impressed upon them (it was there 
before, but it has been engraven deeper) that we are 
precious tO' God. We caxmoc think with too much 
self-abasement of what we were; and we cannot think 
too highly of what we are in Christ. The more lowly 
we are, the truer will be OUT gratitude to God. What 
I was I see in the light of the redeemdng denth, the 
sin-bearing, curse-aiduring death of the Son of God, 
the Lord Jesus Christ; and the fniit of redemption is 
love to God, " because He first loved us." Redemp- 
tion is the cbaimel of lova and wisdom whereby God 
mates Himself known, and He poura out His love 
by the Spirit into- dux hearts. We are God's children 
by new creation; and as the Son of God is inHnitely 
worthy of God's l<>ve, so wei as one in Christ are in- 
finitely worthy of that love in Christ. That is what 
distinguishes us from the world. But let us carefully 
bra.r if* mind that there is no distinction in John xvii, 
between, branch and branch, between member and 
nwmber. But " they are not of the world, even as 
I am. not of the world." Be it Demas or Paul, they 
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are alike partakers o( God's love; and being God's 
children^ are }oint-heirs vith ChrEst, and members 
one of Einother. Do we not very often bear God's 
children say, " God can do very well without us. " ? No, 
He ciuinot. Oh, no' To &ay so is to do grievous 
wrong to Christ. He neither can nor will do without 
us, and He is always on the waCcb to use us, because 
ive are His membera. But our business is to be well- 
pleasing childrect chiefly for God's delight j and if we 
ba so mdruded, we shall be fitted to be used for GckI 
in the profiting of others, be they the saints or the 
world. 

So bound up are we in the bundle of life with the 
Son of God, that each n't us is a vessel which God 
by His Spirit takes up for His use in the new creation. 
As members one of aootber we are always called upon 
to have thoughts of love in fellowship with Christ's 
heart towards aJl His members, and therefore in fellow- 
ship with the Father, by the SpiriL 

Beloved, when that breach amongst God's angels 
happened, and God cast down the angels that sinned, 
no preser\'ed angel was a loser thereby- The life of 
the one was not bound up with the other; the happi- 
ness of the one did not depend on the obedience of 
the other. They could not but approve the act of 
Justice when, God cast down the offending ones into 
hdl. But it is true of Christ that, as the Head, He 
cannot do without His members, any more than as 
the Bridegroom He can, do without His spousei Now 
i£ we are pleasing to God we are sure of success when 
we take God's way. One great hindraiice is that we are 
tempted to wish we were what God has aot made us. 
I would say that every child of God is required by 
God's love as well as by God's justice and wisdom 
to be true to himself. If I desire fully to please God, 
let me ask that He would teach me perfectly what is 
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my place in the body, and then let roe seek to do 
jny part, whatever it may b& 

Let me say again, that, in the s[Hritual creation, every 
child of God is, ini one sense, what he was as God's 
creature by nature. Take Saul of Tarsus for example. 
When bom again he was the same roan that formerly 
breathed out threatendngs against the disciples of the 
Loird. Who made him breatha out these threatening^? 
The prince of darkness, by working upon him through 
his rdigion. Remember that as touching the right- 
eousness in the law he was blameless. I have no doubt 
but he obtained dominion ovei" all the lusts of the 
flesh, over all the evils that the naturaJ conscience 
could possibly condemn ; but the great engine in the 
hands of the devil was his conscience and his leligion. 
Natural conscience may guide aright a£ betvfeen man 
and man', but between the soul and God it will always 
go wrong. As God's creature Paul was the v^ery same 
man when he wrote, " Most gladly will I spend and 
be spent, though the more abundantly I love you the 
tesa I be loved." He who was once under the 
dominioni of pride and unbelief, the power of Satan 
working self-exaltation in him, was now under the 
doroi'ndewi of Christ by the Sjnrit — his conscience 
cleansed by the blood of Christ, his heart filled with 
the love of God in Christ, the power of Christ 
atrengthening hjml^ the Spirit of God dwelling in him ; 
Mid. he walked in the fear of God and the comfort 
of the Spirit; yet he was the very same man, con- 
sidered apart from the moving spring of action— the 
Spirit of GcmJ. Everj'onc of us has been baptised by 
the Spirit of God into the body of Christ, and occupies 
the place in the body in which God has placed him. 
Let me know the place, let me fill the place. What 
then? If I do, this will be the result: My thoughts 
will Ttin in the channel <d Christ the Head. I slall 
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always be considering the welfare of Others, and F 
shall always have the joy of pleasing God, 
shaJi have th^ testimtmy oi God's Spirit that I please 
Him. I shall never do anything but that which shall 
be to the profit of my brother, and I shall nwer be a 
Attimbling^lock to the world. 



REJOICING AND MOURNING. 

Nebemiab vgji. 9. 10: ix. i. 

In the glorious revelation of God's counsels in Ephe- 
wans, we leam that God has chosen us in Christ before 
the foundation of tba worlds that we should be holy and 
without blame before Him in love; that iS( in (he 
blamelessness of resurrection; and that God's purpose 
is to put all things under Christ as the head of the 
new creation^ that God may be all in all. Does He 
not therefore make a daimi upon us to take part vnth 
Him now? These are the wcrst times that the sun 
has ever shone upon, because the rruth is being cor- 
rupted ; and those who are quickened by God's grace 
and Spirit, those who are redeemed and called^ even 
they are taking more part with the world than with 
Godr and approving rather the ways of human wisdom 
than the Scriptures of truth. 01^ let us seek to see 
and judge of e\'eiything as God sees and judges. 

Now If I do not take part with God, and with the 
Spirit of God, whwe am I ? And what is my state ? 
My knees are weak, and my hands hang down ; and I 
shall be ready to s^y, " Take away my life, for I am 
not better than my fathers " ; but if I take part; with 
God, then I shall say. *' These are the best of times." 
Taking part with Him who is the Head of the new 
creation, I shall see that the guilt of sin must begin 
and end with the cret^tyre; but I shall aJso see that 
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God it woarkidg out His awn purposes by the risen 
Lord, and I shall make trwlody in my heart to the 
Lord. 

lo Nehemiah viii. we read, " The joy of the Lord 
is your strei^h . . . mourn not n&r weep " ; and 
then, ir» chap, ix., we find the remnant assembled with 
fasting, and with sackclothes, and with earth upcwi 
them. The truth taught is, that we are never fit to 
moTim unless we begin with rejoicing- First, we are 
to eat the fat ^nA drink the sweet, and neither to mourn 
nor weep, fw the joy of the Lord is our strength. Thei 
let our mourning be in perfect fellowship with God. 
And what will be the fniit of it? We shall have right 
thoughts towards the poor, foolish, distracted Church 
of God; we fihaJl know what to say, and what not to 
say, because we shall be taking part with God and 
with Christ 

Let us remember, beloved, ther joy of our blessed 
Lord, as seen in Psalm xjo. 6, " Thou hast made Him 
tnost blessed for ever: Thou hast made Him exceeding 
glad with Thy countenance." Why this gladness? 
According to Prov. vjii. He said, " I was set up from, 
everlaetiiig, from the beginning, or ever the earth 
was. . . . Then I was with Him, as one brought 
with Him: and I was daily His delight^ rejoicing 
always before Him." But when He said, "Glorify 
Thou nic with the glory which I had with Thee befote 
the world was," He also said, " I have finished the 
vvorit which Thou ^vest me to do." He now has a 
joy w^ch, beforei He came in the days of His flesh. 
He had nest — the joy of having glorified the Fatheir's 
najne. Beloved, we are sent into the world to do 
the like. " As Thou has sent Me into the world, 6Ven 
so have 1 also sent them into the world." This is true, 
IK* of a few only, but of every child of God, of every 
member of Christ; and as we know it, so shall we be 
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imkiiig melody in our hearts to the Lord. And in 
that heavenly joy^sprin^ng out of the death of the 
croM, the life-giving death oi the Son of God — we shall 
ha fitted to do and bear arLything, small cc great, that 
God may put m our way. 



ALL GOD'S CHILDREN ARE SENT ONES^ 

2 Cor. iv. lo: Heb. xii. i, 3 ; Joba xvii. tyto; Isa. ri. 8. 

Belovxd, bow needful it is for every child of God 
to be on the watch that he forget not in what character 
the eye of God Me Father sees him in this world. 
Have we not all need to exanune ourselves and see 
wbethei the settled mind in lis, wrought by the Spirit 
of God, is thi^^ that we regard ourselves in eveiy- 
ttung, and at all times, a£ the sent ones of the Lord 
Jesus Christ, even a^ He was Himself the sent One 
of the Fatber? God cannot pcffisibly see us in the 
world in any other character. And we rKxd also to 
iremember that out of the brief sojourn of CEirist here 
On earth, thirty yeajs were spent in doing what would 
be accgointed in the eyes o€ the world as nothing. 
But everything^ He did was- g^'^^t because He did 
it by the Spirit; even the bread He ate, and the 
water He druik, were partaken, of iji communion with 
the Father j and all His thoughts were full of God's, 
love to Him, and His love to God. While we cate 
for what we are pleased to call missionary work, 
must we not begin with each child of God (a sent 
one by the Lord Jesus) according to those words in 
John, xvii., " 1 pray not that them shouldest take them 
out of the world " — that is^ before the appointed time 
— " but that thou shotddest keep them from the eviL" 
And everything is evil — not in the eyes oS the naturaJ 
mar^ noc m the eyes of Moses, noi id the *jyes of 
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disriples in the days of Christ's flesh, but everytHng 
is so to us as raised with ChrislT, and taught by the 
Spirit — if it be out of character with God's thoughts 
of us. New, beloved, let us beai in mind that whereas 
Christ ever waJked in perfect faiths and made every 
little ttwng greM, because He did it to the Father, 
we tnoJifii little things greatj not because of wha.t we 
arcj but because we do them in the name of the 
Lord Jesus, and by faith in His name. And we can- 
not possibly be engaged in litth things unless self-will 
make us little people. 

I would brii^ before yOu the very precious example 
and the very great faith of our Lord Jesus in Psalm xvi. 
Verse I really gives us the whole course of perfect 
faith of our blessed Lord, " Presierve me, O God : for 
in Tbcc doi I put my trust." Then verse 8 is, " I 
lave set Jehovah always before me: because He is 
at my right hand, I shall not be rnoved," The wonder 
of OUT Lord's faith and hope is, that the death of 
tbo cross is not made mention of. " My heart is glad, 
and my gloiy rejoioeth.'^ Oh, what a name for the 
tongue, " My glory " I Let our hearts be full of 
Christ, and our tongues will be a glory. " Moreover 
adso my Besh shall rest ini hope." The heart of Christ 
was set o«i the fulness of joy before Him. What a 
perfect pattern of faith therefore we havie before us I 
It is our highest obligacion to count ourselves as 
having died and ri^ert with Christ, and as living by 
Him and with Him to God. Now if we have death 
behind us, under foot, as our servant (" all things are 
yours . . , life oi death "), what raaraier of per- 
sons ought we to be^ to do our part as missiomriea 
from the heaven of heavens, sent down, every csk 
of us, into thas strange lard? We do rKrt often hear of a 
man beir^ a missionary on hi» own estate; but that 
was the case with the Son erf God. In that v«y land 
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chat belonged to Hitni He was 3. stranger, a pilgrim, 
and a aussiofiaTy. EelcKved^ the world is ours, and 
ve ought to be missionaries on our own estate; and 
it is indispensable U> us to know that God never 
regards us in any other character ; not as Adam's 
children, but as His own children by the operation 
of His Spirit, and the atoning blood of His Son, 
according to His purpose before the world was. 

Beioved, let our eyes be c^jened indeed to the 
necessity of having a loving heart for all menj but 
we must be^R where God has been pleased to put 
U&"in a foreign country ; we must begin by doing' 
our part here, if we are to be fit to go to Asia, Africa, 
or elsewhere. Now if we have the tmth and faith 
and cleansing^ of Isaiah vL, we shall surely hear the still 
small voice saying, "Whom shall I send? and who will 
go for us?" We are never to rest without a testimony 
in our hearts by the Spirit that we are pleasing God. 
And to please Him is to walk in the Spirit. Ttus 
will not Tnake us sluggis'h but diligent. We shall 
not talk of courage, but be as lions; but first as doves 
and lambs. Further, I would say, if we are to be 
sent only and fully of God, we should always cra\"o 
for fellowship and fellow- helpers. And God will give 
them. You remember the words, " Separate me 
Barnabas and Saul." The Holy Ghost never said, 
"Separate nie Baitiabas from Saul." Sad breach that I 
But turn to Acts xvi. Paul neither wOulcl nor could 
do without fellowship, "A certain disciple was there, 
named Timotheus., who was. well reported of by the 
brethren at Lystra and Icooium: him would Pa:uil have 
to go forth with him." And the whole ejristle to tha 
Fhilippians is not merely one of sendee, but it is 
One of service in the sfririt of fellowship. And let 
us lenireaE that God would give US hearts so furnished 
by the Spirit, that there might be abundant fellow- 
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sbup here ; and that brethren going to other lands 
might never go single-handed. Wherever there is a 
heart that is a counceipart] — as it ought to be — (rf the 
heart of Christ, there will be a craving for fellowship; 
and God will not suffer that craving to go unsatisfied. 
Whatever the trials of those who go forth — and they 
will be tnjubted, afflkted, and tempted to discoura^^e- 
ment; yet they will never give way to it, so long as 
they havie this tmnd — " My judgnveiW is with the Lord, 
and my work with my God." 



LOOKING FOR THE LORD'S COMING. 

In looking fqr the coming 0/ our Lord, it does not 
become us to think of it merely as putting an end to 
our sorrows; for that would bespeak little comraunion 
with God. We should rather thank of it as fulfilling 
God's pleasure and unfolding what His counsels have 
plaimed. The fragrance of the Iwghest beaven was 
brought up by Christ from His deathh As the result 
of His Cross all God's dealing with the world and 
with Satan vn\] be one great matter, and will fully 
please Him. God's bruising of His Son will be the 
joy and delight of the wodd to come. 

Paul says, " In due time Christ died for the ungodly " 
{Ronk V. 6) j and Peter says, " Humble yourselves 
therefore) under the mighty hand of God, that He 
may exalt you in dm time" (i Peter v. 6). Let us 
give thanks every day that we are left on earth. The 
true secret of never beiing disappoiated or weary is 
to begin where Jesus bf^an — with God the Father. 
" I do always those things tha.t please Him/' The 
patbem of the mind of Christ is to be seen in the 
apostle's words regarding his own nation. Paul says 
not to God, as Mcses did, "' Blot me out of Thy book " 
(Exod, xxxii. 32). Paul had leamt better, having had 
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the Sorv of God so fully revealed to him, and says 
in effect, in Romans ix., " I could endure any wrath, 
any curse, if my people might be saved." His lore 
to Israel arose from his love to God, and from liis 
delight ifv ChiTist as doir^ God's wilL The higher and 
deeper C«ir reverence for God becomes, the more shall 
we be ccwitent that God, as the Potter, should do as 
He pleases with the clay, and the more will our affec- 
tion to our fellow -mein, atvJ particularly to our kindred, 
be nourished. See how Paul dwells on the sovereigrtty 
of God^s even regarding his own nation^ in 

Romans ix. j and yet in Romans x. his " heart's desire 
and prayer to God for Israel is, that rhey might be 
saved," and he then delights to dwell on the fulness 
and freeness of the Gospel. The Jesv* were continu- 
ally plotting against Paul's life, but his love bumed 
all the stronger towards them. We must leam to rise 
above all other springs of action to God Himself; 
then we shall always find occasion for praise and ser- 
vice. Let the heart be able to say, " Hath not the 
Potter poft'er over the clay?" and we shall then pray 
for the work of the Lord far and near; but let us not 
forget a well of Sychar ministry. Christ's heart is 
especially seen, in John's Gospel. The majesty of the 
"I Am'" comes out in the other Goapels, but not 
His tenderness, as when He says to the solitary ^nner, 
" Give me to driffiic." May His love continually fill 
our hearts, and may we be ready to begin with smi^ 
matters ! 



DAVID NUMBERING THE PEOPLE. 

2 Samuel xxiv. ; i Chronicles xxi. 

Two tliOUghtS comei up before me as I read these portions 
cf God's Word: (i) We are not, as saints, call-ed to be 
in the tugh places of this world as matter of duty, and 
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if belie\'ers seek them they act out oE character, 
and only weave a net for thesr own feet; and (2), We 
now have that great teacher o£ lowliness, the Cross 
of Christ, and thi " Great High Priest " at God's right 
hand " able to succour the tempted." In the New 
Testament we have no record of saints as kings or 
judges; but we are to be subject to and to pray for 
them, and not to speak evil of them. 

How solemn is this record! David had penned the 
51st Fsalm, and had also gone through all the sorrows 
that came by the hand of Absalom. After that time 
of repentance and self-judgment we should have 
thought it ivas not possible for David to have acted 
thus; but in pride of heart he did what the great nations 
of the world do, and think they are quite right in 
doing. The sin of a nation is oftenCimes cocrected 
by the foolishness of its king. 

How singular that that wicked mordarer Joab should 
have had light, whilst the king's eyes were blinded. 
Joab was a man singularly enJLghtened^ but, like 
Balaam^ he was never a poor sinner. As a man, he 
was always faithful to David until he thought Daild's 
end as king was come; then he would have set up 
Adortijah. 

Moses numbered the people twice to show the 
faitMulness of God, but Darid would have it done 
against God, and without the atoneraait money. A 
child of God out of fellowship with God may do what 
a worldling would shrink from doing; Satan never could 
have moved David to number Israel had not David 
given him room to do it If we fall into " the aiare oi 
thie devil," we shail coime into " the condemnation of 
the devil." 

How precious it is to see in David a readiness lo 
discover his sin; his heart smote hirrt, and he said, 
" 1 have sinned greatly in that I have done and how 
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it shows his deep acquaintance with God when hft 
Says, " Let us faii now into the hand of the Lord." 
From early days he had been wont to deal very closely 
with God, and now, after years have rolled away, 
and be has become the greatest king in all the worid, 
we find him sdll tha same at heart. Hovf thaakful we 
ought to be that wo are not in David's t&mptation ! 
But compare him with Nebuchadnezzar. He had a 
wimir^ against pride, but how did he tr-eac itP At 
the end of twelva months we find lum saying, " Is not 
this great Babylon, that I have bualt for the house 
of the kingdom by the might of my power, and for 
the honour of my majesty?" And how solemn was 
rtie judgment ! but he knew not David's God. When 
the judgnjent came upon David, k brought him into 
communioiii with God, 

As regards moral conditicm and character, David 
always dealt truly with Godj hence the record we 
hav« of turn in i Kings xiv. 7, 8, " Thou hast not been 
as my ser\'ant David, who kept my commandmentts, 
and who followed me with all his heart, to do that only 
which was right in mine eyes." How true are tlae 
words, " If we judge ourselves we shall noi be judged ; " 
He made a thorough work of tus repentajice, that went 
on and grew detp. God judges His people by the 
genigTal tenor and character of their life, and not by 
3JI isolated action. Now^ observe that as David 
honoured God, so God honoured David in His public 
answer by fire from heaven (i Chron. xx\, 26). What 
a sample is this of the fulfilraeiit of the words, "Them 
that honour me, I will honour." It is impossibtei that 
I can judge myself for any wrong done without the 
Lewd honouring my repentance. When David says, 
*■ Let Thine hand be Upon me," it reminds Us of th« 
prayer of Moses, "Blot me out of Thy bkwd"j but 
in neither case could it be accepted; there can only 
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be one Mediator. One fniit of David's repentance i& 
that, when natural strength is gone he is twice the 
man rjf God within, and he puts down the rebellion, of 
Adonijah by the word of his mouth. When weakest 
he is strongest 

In I Chronides xxviii. 2 we see David's beait God- 
ivard and also towards the< people. As a king he niijght 
have sat down, buz the o}d imn stood, and he saJd, 
" Hetir me, my brethren, niy people" — not my people, 
my brethren!. All the honotirs that could be bestowed 
were his, for God promised that he would make Christ 
of David's seed. Another of the honours put upon 
hini was his penning the book of Psabis, and he also 
hail the pattern of the Temple. When we see Darid 
in the glorj-, shall we not tell him what blessings we 
have received through the book of Psalms? He, with 
UK, will then know more of their fulfilment. 

The discipline under which our flesh writhes is our 
preserratioft. As I !ook back over my long life, those 
dealings of God that were bitterest at the time are, in 
the remembrance and understanding of His dealings, 
the sweet^t. If the Church of God saw the sin <rf 
self-will and pride, and were truly humbled before 
GofI, as was David in tus dajf lowliness and love would 
be the fruit. How much greater is our siii, aeedng that 
we have* the manifestation of lowliness and love in 
the Cross of Christ, and the Spirit of God indwelling 
us. One practical lesson to be learned from this record 
is, that sin unjudged by us must bring judgnvent from 
God ; but sin judged and confessed makes way for 
honour from God. 

JEHOSH APH AT. 
a Cfaromcles xvit., xviii.. xix., xi. 

It has always been in my mind that the story ol 
Jehoshaphat both encourasft* atxl al&o solemnly warns. 
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How solemn, after the prosperity according to clia,pter 
\vii., to find him not pursuii^ the course that was 
lights For if he had been de^in^ aright with the 
Scriptures which they then had — the books of Moses, 
Joshua^ Judges, i and 2 Samcel, and nmvy of the 
PsaJms, a very large revelation o£ God — if, after having 
swept the land of idols, he bad gone on diligently 
searching the Scriptures, he would have been preserved 
from striking hands with wicked Ahab. 

One great lessOn from this story is^ that we ought 
to be trying our ways by the Scriptures. He began in 
rhe Spirit and ended in the flesh, but, considering the 
time in which he lived and the temptation to which he 
was exposed, Jehoshaphac was a man'ellous man of 
grace. 

Theiit also, we see this, and it is ^ vast advantage 
to see it, that God never wiiJ or can forego the claim 
He has upon our conscience for obedience. I have 
always had sorrow in reading the account of this man 
of God; it is full of warning against resdog in any 
obedience we have attained to. The whole family of 
God stop at a certain point, and do not search and try 
thdr ways, and so are overcome. How much easier 
it is for the fly to get into the spider's web than out of 
itl Psalm xjvi. should have been a guide to Jehosha- 
phat. He sincerely feared the Lord, but did not 
search into the Word, for had be, it would haiT been 
impossible for him to be in fellowship with Ahab. 
His eye wa^ noi single, and therefore his body was 
not full of light. 

Then how solemn is the- storj- of his son I Jehosha- 
phat's affinity with Ahab encouraged his son to marry 
Ahab's daughter, and the fruit of this was that he 
murdered all his brethren- Let us remember Paura 
words in 2 Corinthiajifi vL 17: " Wharefote, come out 
from among them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord, 
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and toucb not the unclean thing'; and I will receiTc 
you." Let your fellowship with God be such that you 
may not be defiled with a. touch of the dead. 

But the eye of God never passes over anything that 
i* gcxKi In His child, which we fu? apt to do. The 
eonvnandinent is, " Let us cleanse ourselves from all 
Blttuness of the flesh and spird, perfectla^ holiness, in 
the fear of God." In Philippians iii. 15 there is a 
promise lt> those, and those only, who do not rest 
content with any measure of obedience. The maik of 
the perfect Dciejn is a keen eye for his own imperfection, 
and, if we ha.ve this, any of our ways not pleasing to 
God will be revealed to us, Tha great pattem Psalm 
of self-knowledge and heavenly integrity is the 119th. 
How Instructive are the first eight verses! the very path 
that Jehoshaphat should have pursued. This is the 
ilihgence that ought to have been in him; but what 
stsaJl we say of the Church of God in the present day? 
Christ the Greai High Priest and our Leader in wotsWp 
is not generally cormdered, and if the hearts of tiwst 
of God's people were examined, the Epistle to the 
Hebrews would not be fouTid there. Then there is the 
K-ode o£ Jaws in Eomams xu. If our ways were trietJ by 
them would they stand the test ? We ought to have 
as tender a conscience attout. the body of Christ as we 
have qlBCkness of feeling if a. grain of dust gets into 
ihe eye. One fruit of the diligence in Psalm' cxix. ii 
love to the Word (v. 93). Then how doe* this Psalm 
end? With a depth of self-knowledge, which leads not 
to csalting myself above others, but to my taking the 
lowest place. 



Mr. Chapman's Hymns 



These have been referred to in the Memoir, anJ 
a. few have been given from the valuable litt!e 
book, Hymns and Meditations, which contains 
165 pieces, with meditations on the first two 
chapters of the Song of Solomon. The following 
six are tiewer, and are not in the volume. The 
piece on Love*s Exctliiitg Way was once published 
as a leaAet. 

Renting: Id God. 

My God, who gavest Thine own Son, 

The curse for me to bear. 
Thy Well-beloved, Thine only Son, 

Thy justice did not spare ! 

Thy Spirit teaclies me Thy truth, 

And leads me in Thy ways ; 
On Christ the Lord my burdens all 

rcast, with songs of praise. 

Thy Spirit gives me fellowship 
With Thee and with Thy Son ; 

His glorious beauty I behold, 
With joy my race I rUm. 

To Him, Thy First-bom, Thou didst give 
Thy Church— His joy and Thine ; 

I pray Thee, Father, lei Thy will 
Be altogether minc^ 

2\a 



God's Care and Discipline. 



Countless Thy thoughts of love to 
Beyond all searching deep; 

E'en as the apple of mine eye, 
Father, Thy words I keep. 

Shall not my lips of Jesus' cross 

And glories ever tell, 
Thy Spirit showing me that I 

Please Thee, my Fathe^^ well? 

Amidst a world of restless pride, 

I rest in Thy decrees ; 
I taste of pleasures evermore, 

And in Thee dwell at ease. 

QoA'A Care And Disclplfne. 

Beneath the shadow of Thy wings, 
My Father and my God, 1 rest ; 

Seeing unseen, eternal things, 
My portion soon to be possest. 

Thy Son, Thy First-bora from the dead, 
Jesus, how excellent is He I 

Thy joy and rest— Thy Church's Head- 
Father, Thou gavest Him for me 1 

Sealed by Thy Spirit, 1 am Tliine, 
Raised up to sit with Christ the l^rd 

Forth from His face Thy glories shine, 
Unveiled in Him the living Word. 

Thou provest faith, in wisdom deep, 
To nourish faith, to save from pride ; 

Tis Thine alone the heart to keep 
Of each who with the Ixrd has died. 
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Thy rod of discipline I kiss, 

And bitters turn to sweet ; Thy child 
Would e'er be blameless in Thine eyes, 

With harp in hand, all tindefiled. 

According to Thy riches Thou 
Wilt ever for Thy servant care ; 

Joyful before Thy throne I bow, 
And Jesus' bhss and glory share. 

But when shall we^ who now sxe clad 
In heavenly garments, all unite 

To maEce our God and Father glad, 
Midst darkness, children of the light? 

Oh, let the world, as once of old, 
Ere the Redeemer come to reign, 

Sure tokens in Thy saints behold, 
That Jesus died and rose s^ain 1 

Conformity to Christ. 

God of all grace, the Only Wise ! 

Before Thy Throne I wait ; 
Thy furnace throughly proves my faith; 

Thy love can ne'er abate. 

In patience I possess my soul; 

The gold must be refined, 
The image of Thy Son to show; 

Mine be His perfect mind. 

The cup Thou givest me I drink+ 

Blessing Thy holy Name ; 
No gall I taste — the curse, my due, 

Fell on the spotless Lamb. 



Answered Prayer. 



One thing, my Father and my God, 

Desires Thy weaned chitd— 
May I be found in Thy great day 

Blameless and undeliled i 

Answered Prayefi 

To Thee, my God, for answered prayer 

My lowly heart would bring 
Meet sacrifice of thanks and praise, 

Through Jesus, Priest and King. 

In trouble deep 1 bowed my head 

Before Thy mercy-seat j 
My bitter cup— Thy gift — I drank ; 

The bitter turned to sweeL 

1 

Beneath the coverE of Thy wings 

1 rested through the storm, 
Till Christ the Lord said, *' Peace, be still, 

Thy counsel to perform. 

1 trusted — waited : Thou hast wrought 

Salvation for Thy child ; 
Therefore my heart with thankfulness 

And songs of joy is filled. 

My Father and my Portion Thon, 

I am sufficed in Thee ! 
All things together work my good^, 

AH things are gain to me. 

I bear my Lord and Saviour's yoke, 

I prove His burden light j 
His Word and Spirihcomforl me, 

And guide my steps aright. 
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To me to live is Christ — let Him 

Shine forth in all my ways^ 
AVhose Cross decSares Thy holy Name, 

Thy riches all dtspiays. 

Thy saints redeemed by Jesus' Blood, 

In Jesus' beauty drest, 
Witli Christ their Head shall be Thy joy. 

Thine everlasting rest. 

Thy Son, for us to intercede, 

In highest heaven appears j 
Quickly shall He full harvest^reap 

Of all He sowed in tears. 

Then shall Thy opened records show 

Thy wise and tender care 
Of those who glory in the Lord, 

Thou God that heareat prayer! 

A Stranger Here. 

Heavenly Father, in Thy wisdom, 

Thou art giving day by day 
What is best for me, a pilgrim, 

Best to speed me on my way. 

In this present world a stranger, 

I the path of life pursue, 
Waiting for Thy Son from heaven ; 

Send Him, Lord, in season due ! 

Him beholding, by Thy Spirit, 
Now enthroned at Thy right hand, 

\Vith that heavenly Friend I banquet 
On the first-fruits of the land. 



Love's Excelling Way. 



With His brcEid and wine He makes me 
Strong by faith to run my race ; 

Crucified with Him and risen — 
Oh, the mysleries of Thy grace I 

From His hand my crown receiving 

I shall cast it at His fest ; 
Him adoring, with the myriads 

Made like Him, in Htm complete. 

Ruling well the new creation. 
Thine own Son 'JThy rest shall be ; 

By Him all Thy children gathered, 
In Thy house shall rest with Thee; 

Head and meonbers the rich harvest 
Of their mowing then shall reap ; 

liy Thy Spirit Sing Thy praises, 
And eternal Sabbath keep. 



I^ve'a Excelltng; Way. 

Dost thou for Jesus' glory care? 
Wouldst thou escape the subtle snare, 

And quench the fiery dart? 
He that his race would nobly run, 
Must watch, and pray, and daily shun 

A lukewarnij selfish heart. 

Just Lot of old chose Sodom's plains, 
For herds and flocks, with carnal pains, 

Rich pastures to provide ; 
Without the city, first he dwells, 
But afterwards his prudence feels. 

He must within abide. 
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Yet'nothing prospers — friends and foes 
Disturb that righteous man's repose- — 

Grief, losses, Hliiame» he reaps j 
But Abraham is Jehovah's friend. 
Princes and kings before him bend ; 

The paths of love he keeps. 

Love hearkens to the kind reproof 
Of Christ her Ivord, who stands edoof 

When jealous or displeased ; 
And many tears her cheeks o'erflow 
Until His face unclouded show 

His anger all appeased ! 

The purest mind may be defiled ; 
The truest heart by sin beguiled 

Can stray from Jesus' side ; 
But Love ere long the error mourns, 
Andf smiting on the breast, returns 

To Christ her heavenly Guide. 

Thus, if the bee her busy flight 

Should stay, on some gay flower to light. 

Where honey is not found, 
A little while she sits in vain, 
Then spreads in haste her wings again. 

And touches not the ground. 

All Jesus' members to their Head, 
Since by His Spirit they are led, 

Some little love muit bear; 
But, oh, for Abraham's fervent love, 
Far off frorn Sodom to remove, 

And walk in godly fe^u- 1 
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May we like him ourselves deny ; 
Believe and look with steadfast eye 

To Christ the Son of God ! 
The love that well the fire endures, 
And Jesus' close embrace procures, 
Springs from the Saviour's blood. 

The Saints alike by grace are saved. 
Their names on Jesus' hands engraved, 

And borne upon His breast ; 
TiVhence 5& it seme more brightly shine ? 
More sap they draw from Christ the Vine^ 
AthI thus excet the rest. 

The hymns which follow are from Mr. Cbapmaji's 
Hymns and Meditations. 

The Pli^rltn's Hope. 

Another world, my God, I see, 

Where Thou art all in all ; 
Thither 1 haste, Thy pilgrim child, 
Obedient to Thy call. 

There every knee shall bow to Him 

Who put my sins away, 
Who died Thy mysteries to reveal. 
Thy riches to display, 

Jesus Thy Son shall quickly come- — 

Faithful is He and true ; 
He did the heavens and earth create^ 
And shall create anew. 

Joint heir with Christ the Lord, 1 wait; 

He soon will end the night; 
His yoke is easy to the neck — 
I prove His burden light. 
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A child of dust, far off from Thee, 

An heir of wrath was I, 
When by Thy Spirit and Thy truth 

Quickened and set on high, 

My God and Father, I adore 
Thy name, for I am Thine ; 

Thou art my portion and reward, 
Let aJl Thy will be mine, 

l^ollowiiig the Lord. 

By Thy counsel, Father, guide me ; 

By Thy word and Spirit lead, 
Show me Jesus crowned with gloTy^ 

Christ the First-born from the dead, 
Who once suffered 

Death, my wages, in my stead. 

More than conqueror, I am warring 
'Gainst the foes He overcame ; 

Hold me up, my God and Father, 
Keep me by Thy holy name : 

He declared itj 
He, Thy Son, the spotless Lamb. 

Thou art Love, and therefore lovest ; 

Let my heart and mind be love : 
Let the Bridegroom by His Spirit 

All I am possess and move, 
Dwelling in me, 

By that holy, heavenly Dove. 

Let me keep the path and footprints 
Of my Shepherd, Christ the Lord ; 

Thine own Son came from Thy bosom- 
Son of Man— to keep Thy Word ; 

He fulfilled it, 
Slain by Thine avenging sword. 



'We See jesus." 



Cross enduring, 5ha.me despising, 

Jesus leads me in the way j 
As He trusted, I would trust Thee, 

Pleasing Thee from day to day, 
And Thy riches 

By my love and joy display. 

"We 5ee JesuB." 

Now is our life no more a dream. 

Nor shadows we pursue ; 
The world a thing of nought we deem, 
Our jjoys are now a living stream, 

Our song is ever new. 

The Lord who stooped £rom heaven to die, 

The Mighty One to save, 
Hid for awhile From mortal eye, 
Now sits with God enthroned on high, 

Triumphant o'er the grave. 

The Prince of Life by faith we see, 
His saints with Him are one ; 

Our Father ! who is like to Thee? 

For us Thy justice on the tree 
Did bruise Thine only Son. 

We have no home nor city here, 

This earth is all unblest ; 
Let Christ the Lord again appear, 
And wipe away our every tear, 

And give us perfect rest. 

Our God, Thy holy name we hless, 

And drink our cup of woes ; 
For in our manifold distress 
Hope iimkes this barren wilderness 
To blossom as the rose. 
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Eternally Satisfied. 

The hour decreed hastes on apace, 

When children who in tears have sown. 

Shall see their heavenly Father's face, 
And know their God as they axe known. 

But how before the creature's eye 
Shall God without a veil appear ? 

The Lamb once stain on Calvary 
Shall the great mystery declare. 

Jesus the servant's form did take, 
The Son of God for sinners died : 

In Jesus' likeness we shall wake, 
With Jesus' fulness satisfied. 

Soon as a dream or tale that's told 
The heavens and earth must pass away, 

While we the Son of Man behold, 
Nor in one thought from Jesus stray. 

The heavens and earth shall be renewed, 
To show His death vpon the tree ; 

To Him must all things be subdued, 
To Jesus alt must bow the knee. 

Our city God Himself did build, 
The Lamb its everlasting light ; 

No tears, no curse — 'tis undefiled, 
All blameless in Jehovah's sight. 
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